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Commodore’s Review 
 
The Schuylkill Navy celebrated it’s 150th 
Anniversary on Sep. 20 with a 
Commodore’s Review, the first in decades.  
Fairmount sent out many rowers in many 
boats.  Here are a few scenes. 
 

 
Rich Burns and John J. Kieffer (“Mr. Fairmount”). 

(Silverberg) 
 

 

 
Bob Lippa and Steve Malloy. (Silverberg) 

 

 
President Willemin. (Valenti) 

 

 
A Fairmount Eight. (Valenti) 
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Billers at Paralympics 
by Frank Biller   
 
I returned well from a fantastic Paralympics 
that was nothing short of the show that was 
put on for the Olympic games a couple 
weeks before. The US Team enjoyed 
historic success, and Boathouse Row was 
well represented. 
 
Laura Schwanger (PRPD) won Bronze in 
the women’s arms only single and Tracy 
Tackett (Vesper) got a silver in the LTA4+. 
The “four” has trained repeatedly on the and 
several clubs have been tremendous in their 
support, such as Fairmount, St. Joe’s 
University and Vesper in lending us boats 
and launches whenever needed. 
 
See US Rowing for press release at: 
http://www.usrowing.org/News_Media/Pres
sReleases/detail.aspx?nws_lKey=599. 
 
Karen Lewis (Headcoach) and I are very 
proud of the rowing community in Philly, 
but also other places, for the support this 
team has gotten in the past three years. With 
little funding but big hearts from everyone, 
it was possible to deliver an astounding 
performance and the best race ever. Thank 
you Philly! And thank you Wake Forrest 
and Marin! 
 

Letters to the Editor 
   
Subject: Update XXVI  
  
Greetings from the sand box soap opera, 
       
Just when I was beginning to wonder what I 
was going to write about, those "waqi 
Iraqis" came through in the clutch. We'll 
start with this morning. I'm sitting patiently 
in the pay officer's office, waiting  to resolve 
some outstanding pay issues (where DOES 
all that food money go?) when all of a 
sudden all hell breaks loose down the hall. 
Everyone runs down the hall to the "chief 
thief's" office where the commotion is 

taking place. His security people told 
everyone to get out and closed the door. 
Turns out that the "chief thief" beat someone 
up for stealing money. I couldn't help but 
start laughing.  Everyone looked at me like I 
was crazy. I guess I was the only one who 
saw the rich irony in all of this. If that is the 
way these things work, the chief thief should 
have been next in line at the gallows after 
Saddam Hussein. I dare say Saddam would 
have had this guy disappear long ago, but 
then he's smart enough to not have pulled 
this stuff during that time. Anyway, this was 
"above my pay grade" as they say, so I 
called my boss, the ever helpful LTC Reeves 
and reported it to him, brimming with 
serenity and confidence that the crisis would 
be resolved immediately upon his arrival. 
Unfortunately, I couldn't hang around for the 
"final resolution" as my bountiful skills were 
called upon elsewhere. The "real" 1SG is on 
leave, so now I'm at the beckoned call of our 
CSM. Just when I was wondering what I 
was going to do with my spare time. When I 
got back to our compound I called my 
roommate, who I told should take the 
morning off because he was out last night 
doing night fire with the Iwaqis. He had 
gone over to HQ because he got a call from 
the Iraqi SGM. Turns out that the CSM had 
a tiff with the pay officer's office in which I 
had been sitting in a couple of hours earlier. 
I'm still trying to figure out where I was 
when this confrontation occurred, and how I 
missed it. Anyway, according to my 
roommate the LTC threw the CSM out of 
his office, in front of a room full of people, 
including a FEMALE. This is a big no-no in 
Iraqi culture. You don't publicly humiliate 
someone, and certainly not in front of a 
female. Now the CSM's pride, humanity, 
ego, whatever, has been severely damaged 
and the only "repair" is for the LTC to 
publicly apologize in front of the same 
group of people. Some how I don't see this 
happen. By now LTC Reeves had arrived to 
put all of this to rest. My understanding was 
that he did his usual yokel, good ol' boy 
routine and tried to make a joke of the whole 
thing. Didn't work. So now the CSM and the 
LTC want to have an audience with the  
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general to resolve this problem. Fortunately, 
my bountiful skills had me unloading a 
couple of pick up trucks full of concertina 
wire and fence posts back at our compound 
(which I have renamed Stalag 17, but more 
about that later) with another MSG who, 
between the two of us, have 70 years of 
army experience. It was roughly 110 degrees 
and my partner staggered a couple of times. 
I told him he'd better not go down on me 
because I don't do mouth to mouth. I was 
happy to be there and not dealing with the 
drama at HQ. We managed to get that done, 
but I did pass on working out today. 
Meanwhile back at HQ, according to my 
roommate, this whole thing with the CSM 
apparently came about because he refused 
the LTC's request to have his name added to 
the list of people who make up the duty 
roster. The general apparently had entrusted 
that task to the CSM only, I believe because 
the general considers the CSM an honest, 
hard working soldier. The duty roster can be 
another source of "ill gotten" income 
because people can be excluded from the 
duty roster- for a small fee. Also, the CSM 
is in charge of first formation, which is daily 
attendance, and apparently has been 
reporting some of the LTC's people AWOL 
who can't be bothered to show up. In other 
words HE'S DOING HIS JOB! So tomorrow 
my roommate, myself and the combatants 
will hopefully have our day in court with 
that beacon of justice and fair play, the 
General who basically told me that it was 
none of my business where that food money 
goes. This is shaping up to be a major battle 
because one of the things we have been 
trying to do here is "empower" NCO's. If the 
general gave the CSM sole responsibility for 
the duty roster he HAS to back him on this 
the way I see it. If he does, we win because 
the CSM has been doing this as a result of 
our urging, cajoling, whatever. More my 
roommate than me, but as he says, if we lose 
we might as well go home, and we might as 
well take the CSM with us, because he's 
finished here. I feel badly for him because 
he trusted us and now it could all blow up in 
his face. He's an interesting character. I had 
a "chat" with him yesterday and he was 

lamenting the state of K-1 and Iraq in 
general I asked him if he thought things 
were better now or under Saddam. He said 
things were better before and explained 
why. I told him my thoughts on how if it 
were possible we should bring Saddam 
back, apologize, give him  a bunch of 
money, and reinstall him. The Csm said that 
if that were possible, he'd be in favor. I 
know this is not uncommon. There were lots 
of people in the Soviet Union that felt that 
way when that system collapsed (with no 
outside help). I think a lot of it has to do 
with one's "station in life." Here's a guy who 
has 15 children and claims he has to borrow 
money from his friends to make ends meet. 
For some reason that I don't understand, this 
didn't occur under the old regime. When my 
terp and I were walking back, he told me 
that he didn't agree and "most Iraqis" 
wouldn't. 
     
It occurred to me that today is the second 
day of Ramadan and like I told my 
roommate, it's going to get worse. With all 
the fasting, lack of electricity, air 
conditioning, etc people are going to get 
tense, irritable, and generally unpleasant. I 
know this from personal experience. And we 
still have a month to go. While on the 
subject of Ramadan, just before we left the 
CSM's office yesterday, I put all that "ethnic 
sensitivity training" from Ft Riley to good 
use. After inviting the CSM to lunch at our 
mess hall (thank you no, I'm fasting) we sat 
and chatted for a while as previously 
reported. It was 12:45 and our mess hall 
closes at 13:00. My terp for the day who is 
43 and on heart medication and therefore 
doesn't have to fast, had mentioned that he 
needed to eat. Being the ambassador of good 
will that I am, I finally ended the 
conversation by saying "Well, I'm not a 
Muslim and I'm hungry as hell. I simply 
MUST get to lunch." I think I'm going to 
nominate myself for the Nobel Peace. He 
did laugh. I know him well enough to know 
he wouldn't be offended. Had another 
Ramadan incident today as well. As MSG 
Novielli and I were humping concertina wire 
and posts out of a connex into the back of  
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the pick up truck, a couple of TCN's (third 
country nationals) who work in our 
compound  came to help.  I offered them 
some water. One of them accepted (I guess 
he was "reformed) but the other one refused 
because he was fasting. So I threw him out 
and told him this was a job for Christians.  
Someone told me that we will be lucky if 
someone doesn't die during Ramadan.  Don't 
want it happening on "my watch."  
        
Getting back to Stalag 17, it really isn't far 
off the mark. I like to call it a "five star 
stalag." We have more concertina wire 
hesco barriers, etc than they have around 
buildings at Warrior. And now we got more. 
I asked Novielli what it was for and he said 
it's going around our "generator farm." Then 
to top it off, someone hung these menacing 
signs on our hesco barriers in English and 
Arabic about how this is the American 
compound, no trespassing, deadly force 
authorized, etc. Maybe it's me again, but 
who are these signs for? I think everyone 
here knows this is the American compound 
and it's not like anyone can wander in here 
by accident. And if someone is coming here 
to kill us I don't think these signs are going 
to make them change their minds. I'll bring 
this up at our next "team" meeting but I 
suspect that the signs were put up by the 
10th Mountain guys who are scheduled to 
leave in a couple of weeks, and aren't being 
replaced. Maybe they think this is necessary 
because they won't be around to "protect" 
us. Just seems to me to be unnecessary and 
seeing as how we are technically "guests" of 
the Iraqis, I think it is just rude. But there I 
go again, looking for logic and rational 
thinking where none exists. I guess I wasn't 
cut out for this kind of insanity but it has 
been interesting. Meanwhile, the good 
news... 69 days to go. I had more stuff to 
write about, but you've probably had 
enough. I'm sure there will be plenty to write 
about next week. Stay tuned. 
 
MSG CURTIS J. KAUFMANN 
SENIOR ENLISTED ADVISOR 
KIRKUK K-1  
Sep. 2, 2008  

 
***** 

Subject: UPDATE XXVII  
 
Greetings from one of the most oil rich 
countries in the world that can't pay its 
army, 
       
Yes its true. We heard about a week ago that 
basic training cycles were "on hold " 
because there was no money to pay them. I 
heard rumors of riots breaking out at other 
facilities because they ran out of money to  
pay the soldiers. Apparently part of the 
reason for this was because they were trying 
to increase the size of the army too quickly. 
Sound familiar? There doesn't seem to be 
money for anything. Despite all the soldiers 
paying into the base maintenance fund, they 
are down to one generator that runs. Another 
is being repaired because it is still under 
warranty. Where DOES the money go? I 
was talking to one of the terps today who 
was reading a book to some of the soldiers. I 
asked him if he was reading to them because 
they couldn't read and he replied in the 
affirmative. I asked him what the book was 
about and he told me it was a book of poetry 
by a "dissident poet" who was killed a 
couple of months ago for speaking out 
against corruption in the government. He 
then went on about how bad the corruption 
is and how those who speak out are killed. I 
guess it is no different in the "civilian 
sector" than it is in the army. I just don't 
understand why nothing is being done about 
it. Everyone knows about it, but no one 
wants to clean it up. Where is Elliot Ness 
when you need him? Anyway, it was 
touching and a little sad to see him reading 
to these soldiers. The reason I was hanging 
out with these guys was because I got 
"tasked" with taking a HMMWV to the 
transportation class and giving driving 
lessons.  After a brief "train the trainer" 
lesson on how to check the oil, etc, I turned 
it over to the Iraqi instructor who gave a 
"group lesson" (read: cluster f_ _ _) Then 
we put three guys and a driving instructor in 
the HMMWV and off they went. The 
instructor in this case was my "faithful  
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companion" and favorite terp, CK. The idea 
was to let each one drive a little bit and then 
switch drivers, come back and pick up 
another crew, and so on. I didn't see any 
point in ME getting in there. I'd just be 
taking up space and I do enough of that 
already. I'm sure I violated about ten rules 
by not having any US military personnel in 
the vehicle, but I had every confidence in 
CK, who actually had fun. There was no 
damage or injuries so all's well that ends 
well. A lot of these guys had never driven 
any kind of vehicle. They are from "the mud 
huts," as we say. I asked CK if his employer 
paid a "hazardous duty" bonus because he 
definitely deserved it. The other terp did a 
couple of trips but I could tell by the way the 
way the HMMWV lurched down the street 
that he was not up to the task. 
        
Backing up a little bit to the CSM vs LTC  
story, after a two day wait the CSM got his 
day in court with the general. As reported  in 
my last missive, I figured the general HAD 
to back the CSM because he had given the 
CSM sole responsibility for the duty roster, 
accountability formation, etc, that the LTC 
was trying to horn in on.  Sure enough, that 
was what happened. It wasn't a "spike the 
ball victory," but it was close enough. The 
LTC got a little wiggle room in that he could 
have people excused from the morning 
formation IF he submitted the names the 
night before. Apparently he hasn't been 
doing that so his people still get reported 
AWOL. Not my problem. The CSM was 
elated with his "victory," and bought us 
falafels at the local store to celebrate. I'm not 
crazy about patronizing these places, 
although the falafels are quite good. Just 
don't look at how or where they are 
prepared. Let's just say that there is no local 
board of health. The reason I don't like to 
patronize them is because one of the senior 
officers runs them and there is no 
accounting that I know of for where the 
profits go and all of the store employees are 
soldiers. These stores are very profitable. 
The fact that mysteriously close down 
whenever the MOD people show up adds to 
my suspicions. The next day when he 

offered again I declined and explained why. 
He said he "understood." Anyway, it was a 
good day. Unfortunately, unless the team 
that takes over for us stays on top of this all 
of these "reforms" will be swept away. The 
officers do not like having there authority 
challenged. By the way, the story on the 
street is that the general is being transferred 
out of here around the middle of October. I 
don't know if this will change anything, but 
it can't hurt. 
       
We finished our "Stalag 17" project a few 
days ago, stringing concertina wire on top 
the barriers around our generator farm. This 
may become very important, because unless 
something happens soon, there may be NO 
power on the rest of the base if they don't 
get the money thing straightened out, and I 
don't see that happening during our tenure 
here. Now that it doesn't affect us the 
attitude is to let them deal with it. None of 
our business. I have to agree. However, I 
don't agree with the decision not to remove 
the offensive signs hanging outside our 
compound. I think everyone agreed with me 
except "you know who," who unfortunately 
is the highest ranking officer here. He claims 
that they are part of some "force protection 
plan." As someone pointed out, if there was 
anyone who didn't know where our 
compound is, they know now. I guess it's me 
(again) but I fail to see how this does 
anything but piss off "our hosts."  
      
We also did some fun "army stuff" last 
week. We took some vehicles out to the 
range and fired the turret mounted machine 
guns. Nothing like burning some ammo to 
get the testosterone flowing. However, the 
flow slowed considerably when we got 
home and had to clean the weapons. It was a 
good "male bonding" experience however, 
sitting around the day room watching "The 
Departed" and verbally abusing each other.  
Questioning each others manhood seems to 
be particularly popular pastime and I 
became a target when someone mentioned 
that they saw me walking arm in arm with 
the CSM after we left the falafal shop. You 
see this all the time here. It's what they do  
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and obviously not an indication of anything 
more although I understand two soldiers are 
in jail for "homosexual activity." I hope they 
are in separate cells. 
       
We also took our rifles to the range a couple 
of days later and did some firing, although I 
didn't. I was helping run the range and one 
of the other Iraqi CSM's was using my 
weapon with strict instructions not to mess 
with my sights. He actually did pretty well. 
We had another mail bonding experience 
cleaning weapons afterward. The CSM sent 
his regrets. 
        
We also had our share of convoys. We had 
some Australian major here  who was a 
"good bloke" although I have no idea what 
he was doing here, other than running 
around with the boss, taking pictures. I'm 
sure what ever it was, it was crucial to the 
war effort. I had a good chat with him as we 
were loading up. He made the point, and I 
think it is a good one, that we are here to get 
the Iraqis "on their feet." There is no way 
they will ever be a "western-style army." 
That begs the obvious question of "then 
what the hell are we doing here?" I drew a 
bye on tomorrow's convoy, so I get another 
day off. If I do my morning report tonight, I 
can sleep until lunchtime. Life is good. 
        
I'm happy to report that there have been no 
more "Ramadan related incidents." I did 
learn from CK that you are not allowed to 
bleed during Ramadan. I learned this when 
we loading some paper targets into our 
HMMWV and he asked for a pair of gloves 
so he wouldn't get any paper cuts. I  wonder 
if that means you are not allowed to CAUSE 
bleeding. Hmmm. While you ponder that 
one I'll say "goodbye" until next week. 
Happy Ramadan.  
 
MSG CURTIS J. KAUFMANN 
SENIOR ENLISTED ADVISOR 
KIRKUK K-1  
Sep. 9, 2008 
  

***** 
Subject: UPDATE XXVIII   

 
Greetings from the "Land of Darkness," 
(due to lack of power) 
 
If we could switch to solar power here, we'd 
be "in the chips." The games continue with 
the lack of progress on repair and 
maintenance of the generators. I mentioned 
in previous Updates that once we separated 
from the base power grid this would be a 
problem but it forces the Iraqis to deal with 
it with no help/interference from us. As a 
result, the Training Center HQ has been 
without power for over a week now. Makes 
it a little difficult to get any work done over 
there. I've suggested they just shut down 
operations until the problem is solved, but 
no one wants to take that step. I guess MoD 
just assumes it is business as usual here. 
There is a rumor that 3500 basic training 
troops are supposed to arrive here soon. 
Should be very interesting with no power. 
No one said being in the army was going to 
be easy. One of the Iraqi officers pointed out 
the other day that the power situation (for 
them) has deteriorated since we've been 
here. I'm taking this to mean that they were 
better off without us. I can take the hint. 
Meanwhile our own generators continue to 
hum along and life is good. I feel badly for 
them, but it really is their problem. Maybe if 
that money for utilities/ maintenance was 
being spent properly... 
 
Things with the CSM continue to go well. 
Now he's ordering out for falafels. There is a 
conference for CSM's in Baghdad next 
month and I'm trying to make sure he's 
invited. This means that either I or my 
roommate (or both) will have to go with 
him. As reported earlier traveling is a royal 
pain, although it would be fun to hang out 
with SGM Kelly again and a little change of 
scenery would be nice. This would probably 
mean the end of my quest for a million 
meters on the rowing ergometer, but 
sacrifices must be made. 
 
The pace has been slow(er) with Ramadan 
in full swing. I had my favorite terp out on 
the bike the other day, forgetting about the  
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no water thing. When I remembered, we cut 
it short and returned to our Stalag, To his 
credit, he never complained. Of course, with 
the autumn- like temps moving in (daily 
highs of 95-100) it wasn't as bad as it could 
have been. Had one of the other terps out on 
the bike last week. This guy is 43 and looks 
like he's 70. I was surprised he wanted to do 
it, but he's looking to buy one of the bikes so 
he it was probably just a road test. The same 
guy is looking to buy my roommate's "home 
entertainment center." Elvis (my roommate) 
made him what I thought was a more than 
reasonable offer and this guy tries to low 
ball him with a price that was slightly more 
than half of that, so Elvis declines. He's had 
numerous offers so I don't think it will be a 
problem and he always has the option of 
shipping it all home. I've sent a few boxes 
home myself in preparation for our 
"evacuation." Our replacements are 
supposed to be here by the middle of next 
month, which means we can turn over our 
responsibilities as quickly as possible and 
then enjoy all the charms this place has to 
offer for the remainder of our time here. I 
just won't know where to begin. It is a 
veritable cornucopia. I did break down and 
bought a little DVD player last week when 
we were at Warrior. I went all this time 
without one but couldn't hold out any 
longer. Elvis must have 100 movies so there 
is no problem there. Just to give you some 
idea of what this place is doing to me, one of 
the first movies I watched was Larry the 
Cable Guy in "Witless Protection, " and I 
laughed my ass off. To think that recently I 
was reading a book a week...It's time to go 
and not a moment too soon. On the same trip 
to Warrior I was the .50 gunner in one of our 
new MRAP's. It was another one of those 
testosterone rushes that I'll miss when I 
leave here. The MRAP's gunner position is 
much better for someone my height. The 
sights are right in front of your face, so there 
is no need to hunch over. You do have to be 
careful to not smash your face on the back 
of the gun while cruising down those super 
smooth Iraqi roads. Short guys have to use a 
"booster." No one wants to suffer that 
indignity so I'm assuming I'll have a steady 

job. We don't use MRAP's all the time. 
Technically we don't have any qualified 
drivers. The one I was trained on is a 
different model and doesn't count, so we 
don't use them unless passenger 
requirements dictate otherwise. 
 
As I've mentioned before, there are certain 
advantages to being here. Right now one of 
the big ones is being spared all the election 
B.S. and other "bad news" on the home 
front. It is definitely one of those cases of 
ignorance being bliss. Guess there will be 
plenty of time to worry about the banking 
"meltdown" and all the other crises on the 
home front. Life is very simple here. When 
you have to wonder about whether or not 
you have electricity or whether the toilet is 
going to flush, it makes things very 
uncomplicated. We do have AFN TV here, 
but why watch TV when you have Larry the 
Cable Guy DVD's?  
 
Of course there are always the parts I won't 
miss, like dealing with the boss. As 
mentioned previously, we have this awards 
debacle that must be dealt with. The boss 
put me in for an ARCOM, which is 
relatively light weight award (I already have 
two) and I'm sure was meant to be an insult. 
Doesn't matter to me, so I never said 
anything. Turns out that only "non US 
coalition personnel" are eligible for this 
particular award over here. So he had to 
resubmit paperwork for a different award. 
(na, na, na, na, na,) It still isn't the same 
award that most people in positions similar 
to mine are getting so I'm hoping it will 
come back and double bite him in the ass, 
but this is probably the end of it. Just so it 
doesn't delay my departure date. 
On that happy note I will sign off. Until next 
time... 
 
MSG CURTIS J. KAUFMANN 
SENIOR ENLISTED ADVISOR 
Sep. 19, 2008 
 

***** 
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Subject: UPDATE XXIX   
 
Greetings from the land of darkness due to 
lack of power AND dust storms, 
 
Yes, it just keeps getting better. It cleared up 
a little today, but yesterday was nasty. Last 
night it looked like smoke filling the 
corridor. You can't keep it out of the 
building. The electricity in our building has 
been pretty good but the Training Center 
HQ is still suffering. Fortunately the daily 
high temps are in the low 90's, which almost 
feels comfortable. Last week there was a big 
meeting about the power generation 
problem. They were supposed to make some 
decision about how to fund the generator 
repair project, which is already funded but 
for some strange reason the money doesn't 
seem to get where it is supposed to go. But 
I've touched on this subject numerous times 
in the past. Anyway, the only decision that 
was made was to not make any decisions 
until the new commanders are in place. I 
don't believe this problem will be solved 
while we are here. I listened to all this stuff 
and finally couldn't take it any more. I 
suggested that they turn generator 
maintenance over to an outside contractor 
and "carefully monitor the contract so the 
goes where it is supposed to go." This got 
the base engineer very "animated." He said 
this had been tried in the past but it was so 
expensive that the prime minister himself 
said that this was not to be done again, or 
something to that effect. I'm thinking to 
myself, "yes this is probably true because 
when everyone gets done skimming, 
stealing, etc, it does get expensive." I asked 
the engineer if the generators worked better 
under that system. I didn't get an answer. I 
also said that the current system was not 
working so it either should be fixed or 
changed. The engineer stated emphatically 
that he could fix everything. I'm skeptical. I 
was sure that Reeves was going to give me a 
hard time about my "input." But he never 
said a word. He was the highest ranking 
American at the meeting and was also the 
"host" because the meeting was being held 
in our building. His contribution came 

towards the end of the meeting when 
someone asked him a question and he 
replied that he didn't want to talk about it 
any more because he had a headache. I was 
so proud. While on the subject of the boss, 
the awards fiasco continues to rear its ugly 
head, much to my delight. As I mentioned 
previously, he had put me in for some 
lightweight award that I'm not even eligible 
for, so he had to submit new paperwork for a 
midweight award. We just found out that 
because he didn't fill out the paperwork 
properly, he has to do it again. This is 
already my favorite award and I haven't 
even received it yet. I may NEVER receive 
it and it will still be my favorite. Other than 
that, we have been "playing well together." I 
went out with him for some HMMWV 
training that I thought might provide some 
"photo ops," but was mistaken. I stood 
around for an hour or so and then walked 
back to the HQ building to make the rounds 
and do a little schmoozing with the CSM 
and eat some falafels which was much more 
entertaining.  
 
I'm still working on this trip to Baghdad for 
my roommate and the CSM. He's really 
psyched to go. I have to stay here because 
our replacements are due to arrive so I'll 
have to deal with that. As I've mentioned 
before, travel in country is very unfun. Our 
CSM and one of the officers left several 
days ago for a 4 day pass to Qatar, got stuck 
in Balad for three days (been there, done 
that) and decided to come back. We are 
supposed to pick them up at Warrior 
tomorrow. Like Dorothy sez, "There's no 
place like home." Why go to Qatar when 
you can have so much fun right here? I 
wasn't supposed to go on the convoy 
tomorrow, but Doc (LTC) Mueller has been 
on a scavenging binge. They found this junk 
yard at Warrior with, literally, millions of 
dollars worth of perfectly good stuff that 
will just become landfill. I haven't seen it yet 
but I guess I will tomorrow as I'm gunning 
on Mueller's HMMWV. I'm a little annoyed 
that I have to make a convoy because Doc 
wants to go "dumpster diving," but there 
isn't a whole lot going on as Ramadan is  
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winding down. I think it ends tomorrow and 
then is some kind of 3 or 4 day feast, which 
will stretch until next weekend. A lot of the 
stuff is being given to the Iraqis. Doc and I 
were discussing this last night and I pointed 
out that a lot of this stuff will be stolen, sold, 
etc even though there has been paperwork 
signed etc. Doc's answer was that this is still 
better than putting it in a landfill. Can't 
argue with that. Besides, it is something to 
do. He'd go there everyday if he could. 
 
I can't really complain about going on the 
convoy situation. It's been over a week since 
I've been on one. I was the .50 gunner on a 
MRAP last week with two other guys who 
are over 50. One guy is a couple of months 
younger than me and the other guy is in his 
early 50's. Between the three of us, we have 
over 100 years in the army. Reminds me of 
some boats I've rowed in. Of course we had 
to listen to the obligatory round of "old man 
abuse" at the pre convoy briefing, but it was 
all in good fun. I'm still wondering why they 
did it that way, but every thing went 
smoothly. These guys were a riot. They are 
from the same Illinois National Guard unit 
and it was like listening to Oscar and Felix 
from the Odd Couple. 
 
It appears that bike patrol has come to an 
end. Doc and my roommate both sold their 
bikes so I'm the only one left with one and 
I've had several offers. I'm waiting to see if 
my replacement wants it or I might just give 
it to the CSM , who has 16 kids. It will be 
one hell of a fight. Maybe I'd better check 
with him first. I used it today to run a 
weapon out to my roommate who had 
forgotten his pistol, so it still comes in 
handy. It's just that now I'm the "Lone 
Ranger." 
 
I had an interesting experience today. I was 
making "falafal rounds" at HQ and ran into a 
warrant officer who had neighbors that lost 
two family members to American gunfire. 
They have already been through channels at 
Warrior about this but seem to have hit a 
dead end. They are supposed to get money, 
but I don't know any details. They only 

applied about a month ago so it is probably 
too soon anyway, but I told him that if he 
could get me a copy of the paper work, I'd 
try to follow up. Seems like a worthwhile 
project and I don't have a whole lot else to 
do. I figure if this is legit, which is not my 
call, it makes a lot more sense than burying 
millions of dollars in a landfill. Who knows? 
It might even keep an insurgent or two off of 
the street. We'll see what happens. 
 
Still waiting to hear when they are going to 
pay the soldiers. My roommate was 
supervising pay for a visiting unit today, so 
it looks like it will happen. I was told today 
that it wouldn't be until after the "feast" 
which is going to make for some very 
unhappy soldiers who will be going home 
for the feast with empty pockets. They will 
be even more unhappy when they find out 
that other soldiers have been paid. Maybe 
we'll have a little riot to liven things up 
around here. 
 
Some of you already know that I 
"celebrated" my 23rd wedding anniversary a 
week ago. I just wanted to take this 
opportunity to thank Ginny for all of her 
love and support through this little 
adventure. It has been a lot tougher on her 
than it has been on me and I owe her big 
time. We are scheduled to leave 6 weeks 
from today. It won't be long and we can 
have a real celebration when I get home. 
I guess that is about "all the news that's fit to 
print." Until next time... 
 
MSG CURTIS J. KAUFMANN 
SENIOR ENLISTED ADVISOR 
KIRKUK K-1 
Sep. 28, 2008 
 

Racing Results 
 
Wye Island Regatta 
Sep. 13, Wye Island, MD 
 
Men's Double 2x Master 50 – Final 
Fairmount R. Lippa/B.Hudome 1:29:24.90 
Unaffiliated Kotting/Haak  1:31:32.57 
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Men's Quad 4x – Final 
Master 50 1st Fairmount V. Buvac 1:20:03.67 
Master 60 1st Fairmount S. Jonik 1:19:39.84 
Master 60 2nd Wilmington RC  1:25:27.57 
 
Men's Four 4+ Master 40 Final 
Fairmount RA T. Toland  1:20:23.26 
 
Phila. Childrens Foundation Regatta 
September 13 
 
Men's Masters Single B/C/I  Final                      
W. Van der Linde University 3:27.56  4:30.06 
C. Seybolt University  3:38.60  3:48.60 
Chris McElroy Fairmount  3:51.13  3:56.73  
R. Gorodesky Bachelors   3:59.90  4:09.90   
M. Gaier Cooper River     4:12.43  4:21.43 
 
Scullers Head of the Potomac 
Sep. 21, D.C. 
 
Men's Senior Master Single  
Richard Lewis Potomac BC 18:07.0 
Nicholas Holland  Potomac BC    18:57.4 
Philip Wasielewski  Potomac BC   19:57.7 
Bruce Herring Conodoguinet Creek 21:13.3 
Thomas Riddle  Prince William  21:15.1 
Steve Platt  Fairmount RA    21:19.7 
Steve Schmitt Potomac BC  DQ 
 
Hutchinson Cup 
Sep. 27 
 
Men's Single 1/2/A/B/C/D/E/F/G          
A.Hobbs Wilmington  16:26.33  17:10.33    
Alex Cook University  16:40.98  17:48.58  
Jack Rome Undine  17:05.24 18:07.64  
Jeff Cutler Malta      17:21.95  17:41.55    
Ray Boyd  Undine      17:31.26  17:53.66    
Brian Colgan Vesper     17:33.63  18:26.43    
Daniel Day Atlanta RC    17:59.72  18:35.72    
R.Wegryn University   18:04.32  18:33.12    
B.Brunelle Pelham CRA  18:14.67  18:31.47    
D. Greenspan Bachelors   18:19.89  19:27.49  
John Pokorny Fairmount   18:29.71  20:25.31  
Jack Long Fairmount  18:38.54  20:27.34  
Eric Orts  Bachelors   18:56.09  19:40.09    
Steve Platt Fairmount   19:08.00  19:56.40    
Robert Baldry Undine   19:15.90 19:22.30     
Russell Goudy University  19:29.88  20:09.88    
Tom Mclaughlin Penn AC 19:44.23 19:52.23    
J. Franklin Vesper 19:53.43  21:17.43  
Bachelors   19:55.80  19:55.80        
 

Women's Single AA/A/B/C/D/E/F/H           
Teresa Bell Fairmount  17:43.49  18:05.89    
Pat Glover Swan Creek  18:24.57  19:54.57  
K. Agersborg Penn AC  18:33.55  19:09.55    
Carol Bower Bryn Mawr   18:41.85  19:44.25  
Karin Tetlowm Bachelors 19:14.36  22:36.76  
I. Ghitelman Pelham CRA 19:25.83  20:33.43 
Susan Cohen Bachelors   19:37.35  20:55.75  
Diana Post PGRC    19:40.80  21:29.60  
Alix Kocher Vesper  19:47.43  20:27.43    
University    19:54.53  19:54.53     
Alexis Franklin Vesper    20:07.98  21:20.78  
Kathryn Lindl Bachelors  20:23.97  20:23.97     
Merrill Hilf University  20:29.89  21:13.89   
Mary Posner Vesper  21:03.17  22:58.77  
Sybil Griffith Vesper  23:11.49  23:47.49    
Nancy Hilton Bachelors   23:16.08  24:28.88 
Jane Zendarski Bachelors  24:28.41  25:26.01   
 
Father/Son Senior Double              
Fairmount/Vesper John Krajewski 16:46.81         
Vesper BC              17:54.32  
University BC          18:10.64 
 
Men's Double A/B/D/F                
Fairmount Robert Lippa 16:29.62  17:23.62    
Undine BC A           16:36.48  16:46.88    
Penn A.C.              16:57.07  17:01.47   
 
Race #16, Men's Eight E                   
University BC          15:35.27         
Fairmount RA Steve Jonik            EXC 
 
King’s Head Regatta 
Sep. 28, King of Prussia 
 
Weather caused cancellation of some of the 
later races. 
 
Mens Veteran Singles 55-69 
Carnegie Lake Bill Flynn  22:35  22:35.29 
Fairmount Red Sargent  21:24  20:06.75  
Upper Merion Jeff Grogan 22:30  22:00.21 
Fairmount Stephen Jonik  20:45  20:27.61 
 
Mens Master Fours 30+ 
Carnegie Lake RA  18:55  17:19.65 
Carnegie Lake RA  20:22  18:04.80 
Fairmount RA   18:40  17:34.29 

Greg Boras, Brian Perkins, Jim Hankee,  
Tom Toland 

Occoquan BC   19:22  16:16.18 
Wilmington RC   17:48  15:30.51 
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Mens SR Master Doubles 50-Up 
Pelham Community  24:39  24:39.12 
Fairmount RA   19:06  18:52.85 

Bill Hudome, Robert Lippa 
Passaic River RA  18:40 17:16.12 
Swan Creek RC   19:42  19:07.60 
University Barge   17:42  17:42.12 
Vesper BC   18:45  18:24.36 
Wilmington RC   20:48  18:56.50 
Wilmington RC   22:42  21:25.24 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
   
Upcoming Races 
Nov. 8  Frostbite Regatta 
Nov. 9  Braxton Memorial Regatta 
Nov. 27  Turkey Trot 
 

FRAgments 
 
To see a video of Joe Sweeney, go to: 
http://cbs3.com/video/?id=64847@kyw.day
port.com… 
 

 
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


