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Two National Titles for
Episcopal Academy

Episcopal Academy won two national
championships at the SRA Nationals in Oak
Ridge, May 23-24.

The Senior Boys 4+ was Brian Young,
Loren Mead, Connor Sullivan, Alejandro
Rettig y Martinez and Sarah McGovern.

According to Coach Molly Konopka , “They
won their heat and semi-finals both with the
overall 2nd fastest times. They were in 2nd
place coming through the 500 M to go and
pulled ahead in the 1st 20 strokes of the final
500. There was a great charge by all boats in
the final 30 strokes but they held off the
field for a 1 second win over 2nd and 3rd
place, Pine View (FL) and St. John's Jesuit
(Cleveland, OH) respectively.”

Molly noted that “we won in the Kieffer
which was probably the oldest - and clearly,

the best hull in the race.  We are indebted to
the club for its use.”

The Boys 4 will compete next at the Youth
Nationals Regatta in Cincinatti June 13-15.

The Senior Girls' 4x was Kelly Burke,
Meagan Berry, Erin Flynn, and Brittany
Bruder.

“These guys got second in the Stotesbury to
a Canadian crew. That made everyone feel
pretty good, but also turned up the heat for
their final-only race. They led from the
beginning to the end in TN. (It could have
been the 46 strokes per minute at the start.)
With pretty clean bladework and strong send
on each stroke they clearly handled the
crosswind on the course pretty well. They
finished the race 6 seconds ahead of the
field.”

Kelly and Meagan are planning to row in the
Junior Trials June 23-26.
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The Fifth Anniversary
of the New Log

The first incarnation of the Fairmount Log
ran from 1937-1951.

The 2nd life of the Log began in June of
2003.  It amazes me to look back at the 60
issues now under our belt!  To celebrate,
here is a retrospective of some of my
favorite front pages:

Issue 16-1.  The first of the revived Log.

Issue 16-3.  The juniors win at Nationals and
Maddie’s painted toenails.

Issue 17-1.  The first Unisuit Issue.
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Issue 17-10.  Hurricane Ivan wipes out Wye Island
and Enda Bracken makes a funny face.

Issue 18-1.  Frank Biller poses in a unisuit on a
mountain in the Alps.

Issue 18-6. Will Weaver win the Cities and then falls
out of his boat.

Issue 18-8. Mark Davis snaps an oar in half.
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Issue 18-10.  The Flyers learn about a sport where it is
not OK to punch your opponent in the face.

Issue 20-3.   Sara Sargent and Jim Castellan win
World Championships at CRASH-Bs.

Issue 20-8.  The Seniors and Juniors at Club
Nationals.

Issue 20-9.  Sara Sargent cleans up at Masters
Nationals.
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Memorial Day Regatta
Memorial Day had beautiful weather this
year.  Unfortunately, the turnout for the club
regatta and brunch was rather small
compared to past years.

Swiss Frank Biller became the Rooster,
winning the Singles Championship over four
others.  After that, two straight fours raced,
then doubles, quads, and finally two eights
went at it.  The eights race was a close one,
dead even for the first minute, before the
Greenwood-stroked eight pulled away to
win by 8 seats.

The end of the eights race. (Lippa)

Modern man hunting and gathering. (Silverberg)

(Silverberg)

This year’s Memorial Day also brought a
reminder that the club has a soldier at war
overseas. Read his letters later in this issue.

Curt Kaufmann and his family before he shipped off.

And let us not forget the Fairmount
members who were killed in World War II:

l-r: Al Perkolup, Frank Czaja, Billy Mora.

Fairmounters Celebrate
Dad Vail Anniversaries

This year’s Dad Vail marked the
anniversaries of two Varsity 8 champions
that included Fairmount members.

It was the 50th anniversary for LaSalle’s
1958 V8 champs.  Fairmount’s Harry Todd
was in the three seat.

Harry said that as they came into the last
400 meters, his LaSalle crew was a length
behind.  With a howling headwind, they
could not hear their own coxswain.
However, they heard the Fordham coxswain
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call for a power 10, and they responded in
kind, gaining half a length.  When the
Fordham cox called another 10, LaSalle
took another 10 and pulled even. From there
it was a fight, and LaSalle won by a
bowball.  “The Fordham cox won it for us,”
Harry said.

LaSalle wins the 1958 Dad Vail by a bowball. (from
2008 Dad Vail program)

LaSalle’s 1958 Dad Vail champion 8.  Harry Todd is
in 3. (from 2008 Dad Vail program)

Detail.  Harry Todd. (from 2008 Dad Vail program)

LaSalle’s 1958 Dad Vail champion 8.  Harry Todd is
in 3. (from 2008 Dad Vail program)

It was also the 25th anniversary of Temple’s
first win in the V8.  Fairmount’s Charlie
Bracken was the stroke. He had transferred
in from Northeastern University in 1982.

Gavin White was quoted as saying,
"Bracken was definitely the emotional
leader on the team.  He wasn't very
outspoken, but he didn't need to be. All he
had to say was `let's go,' and everyone
went."

Temple’s 1983 Dad Vail championship 8.  Charlie
Bracken is the stroke. (from 2008 Dad Vail program)

St. Joes Sweeps Stotes

Episcopal Academy took a silver in the Girls
Senior Quad, and placed 5th in the Boys
Senior Four. In other action…

The Prep Scores A Rare Stotesbury
Sweep

by: Brendan F. Quinn, The Bulletin, 5/19/2008

With an incomplete lineup of trophies
staring back at the St. Joseph's Prep senior
eight, the magnitude of the situation was
crystal clear.
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On a table in Gillin Boathouse, they were
laid out like a royal flush missing its ace.
The Robert W. Suter Trophy was for The
Prep's champion freshman eight. The
Charlie Butt Trophy and the James R.
Muldowney Memorial Trophy went to the
junior eight and the lightweight eight,
respectively. Lastly, the Hammer Trophy sat
there in honor of the victorious second eight.

All the hand was missing was the Stotesbury
Cup.

"We were trying to warm up in the
boathouse and everyone was coming in with
their gold medals and their trophies," said
senior John Scanlon. "We started getting
really excited. All the trophies were on the
table with an empty spot in the middle.

"We went to the race saying, 'Let's go get
it.'"

Not long after determinedly leaving the
boathouse, the Prep's senior eight tore across
the finish line on the Schuylkill River with a
full-length lead over Winter Park (Fla.). For
just the second time in the 82-year history of
the Stotesbury Regatta, a sweep of the eight-
oared races was complete. Fittingly, it was
the Hawks who pulled off the feat in 1997 as
well.

On Saturday, it was five races and five first-
place finishes.

"It was definitely different than 1997," said
head coach Bill Lamb, who was also the
coach 11 years ago. "This was a bigger
achievement because the field was much
stronger. A lot more schools are rowing and
there are much more stronger boats than
there were 10 years ago. I have to tip my hat
to these guys."

In the boys' senior eight - Stotesbury's
showstopper - The Prep's shell passed its
boathouse at the 1,000-meter mark of the
1,500-meter course with a slight lead over
the field. Supporters on the deck of Gillin
Boathouse roared as the boats went by.

At the 400-meter mark, with Winter Park
pulling even, the Hawks began to sprint.

From there, it was all Prep.

"The only person who was going to beat us
today was ourselves," said coxswain Kyle
Moyer. "All they needed to do was stay
relaxed and that's what I was stressing
throughout the race."

Battling a strong headwind, the Hawks'
winning time came in at 4:33.55, three
seconds ahead of Winter Park and eight
seconds ahead of St. Augustine (N.J.). La
Salle finished in sixth, 18 seconds behind
The Prep. Defending champion Thomas
Jefferson (Va.) did not reach the finals.

Upon crossing the finish line, all hell broke
loose on the Schuylkill.

With the senior eight celebrating underneath
the Columbia Railroad Bridge, members of
The Prep's lightweight eight jumped into the
river and swam to the boat.

In tow was a Prep Crew banner and,
appropriately, a broom.

"I was so ecstatic," Moyer said. "I just
started yelling and splashing water
everywhere. Then I looked over and the
lightweights were jumping in with the
broom. It was pretty wild scene."

The cheers from the tunnel could be heard
up and down Kelly Drive. Making the
celebration that much more special was the
fact that the boat is comprised entirely of
seniors who entered the program in 2005 -
the last time the Hawks hoisted the
Stotesbury Cup. All nine members of the
boat will row in college next year.

"It was pure happiness and pandemonium
out there," Scanlon said. "It took four years
of work to get here."
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Mount St. Joseph Girls Happy With
Silver And Gold

by: Brendan F. Quinn, The Bulletin, 5/19/2008

Pulling up to the awards dock at the
Stotesbury Regatta, the Mount St. Joseph
girls' senior eight was lined with silver
smiles.

Cheeks were dry on heads held high.

Though gold medals weren't to come, a
second-place finish in senior eight was
welcomed. The Mount's boat is one built for
speed in calm conditions, but strong
headwinds and choppy water made for less
than ideal conditions over the course of a
beautiful afternoon on Saturday.

"The first 500 (meters) were crazy," said
Devon Stewart, the boat's Harvard-bound
coxswain. "There were practically waves
entering our boat, but I think we handled it
as well as we could. We had a nice sprint to
get to second place."

The Mount's time of 5:19.34 was second to
Robert Engman Trophy winner Bishop
Eustace (N.J.). The Crusaders' back-to-back
senior eight Stotesbury wins have come on
the heels of The Mount's consecutive
victories in 2005 and 2006.

Holy Spirit (N.J.) came away with bronze
medals as the third-place finisher.

"It was a very good row," said coach Mike
McKenna. "The three top crews separated
themselves from the pack and Eustace really
stood out. I thought (Holy) Spirit would
have an edge because of the conditions, but
(Eustace) flat out beat us."

The Mount did pick up gold medals for a
first-place finish in the girls' second eight.
The boat cruised to an easy eight-second
victory over Virginia state champion
Thomas Jefferson.

"I wasn't expecting it," McKenna said.
"Thomas Jefferson won the time trials and

were the favorites, so it was quite a surprise.
It was a really great race for them."

The Mount also won a trio of bronze medals
in the girls' junior eight, lightweight eight
and freshman eight.

Fairmount Foto Fun

Name this young feller:

Letters to the Editor

Greetings
Well, it is Saturday morning and we are in a
"holding pattern" or a possible convoy to
Erbil which is about 2 hrs. northeast of here.
It is the capitol of Kurdistan which is now a
semi autonomous Kurdish region of Iraq. A
separate country, really. Kind of like the
province of Quebec. It is supposed to be
nice, so I was kind of hoping to go even
though we convoyed to Warrior yesterday.
There doesn't seem to be very many nice
places in this part of the world, so if the
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opportunity comes along...Someone said
that it was possible to "go out to dinner"
there. The colonel shot that down, although
hesitantly. If anything happened he would
be in deep stuff. I'm sure it is against
regulations. The Army is very concerned
about kidnappings, and rightfully so. I think
given the choice they would rather see
people killed than captured. Seems a shame
that we can't enjoy what little there is to
enjoy here but then it's not really a
sightseeing trip or anything. Warrior was
pretty boring. Went to the PX twice and
only bought some "Mother's Day" cards.
They weren't really Mother's Day cards but
will have to do. Did manage to get to the
medical clinic and get some more shots.
think it was the final round of Hep A and B,
so it wasn't a totally wasted trip. Last week
we had the monthly pay extravaganza.
Somehow it is hard to get used to big
trashbags filled with cash. This was mostly
guys who recently finished basic training
and came back to get paid. I was working
with one of colleagues who was annoyed
that some people were showing up unshaven
or not in complete uniforms, so he made
them do pushups. It was rather amusing. I'm
going to miss this guy. He's a SGT
(reservist) who is from Miami and works for
customs and immigration. He is scheduled
to leave in early July. One of the soldiers
refused to do them because we are not in his
"chain of command." I had to hand it to this
guy. First of all, he's right. We are here
strictly as advisers and have no authority
over any Iraqis. Second of all, he had the
stones to protest. I suspect he's not a big fan
of the "Coalition." Any way the good
sergeant got around this problem by
mentioning it to Iraqi colonel who was in
charge. You'll never guess what happened. I
suspect that if we weren't there this young
soldier would have received a butt kicking
as well. On the other hand, if we hadn't been
there, it never would have happened. The
sergeant had called me because a couple of
the "payees" had complained that they were
beat up at the gate. So now, I have to lean on
the Iraqis to investigate. Once again, we
have no authority, but we can't allow this to

happen without an investigation. The last
time I did one of these, it turned out that the
"plaintiff" was, in my opinion, at fault but it
was good because I had the Iraqi sergeant
major conduct the interview. In the end the
two parties literally ended up "kissing and
making up." It was so heart warming. We've
also had "internet issues." Somehow our HQ
in Baghdad managed to seize control of our
server, which promptly celebrated the
occasion by crashing. I sent a "mayday"
yesterday morning before we left for
Warrior (on someone else's computer). It
was still down when we got back last night
but then magically came back up about an
hour later. So then I had about 10 e-mails
waiting for me wanting to know what was
going on. I guess it had to be done. At least
now we know who to contact when we have
trouble. As long as we have no convoy, I
guess we have the day off. Guess I'll
celebrate with a little "Listerine" later on.
"Talk" to you next week, or sooner if
anything really interesting happens.

Curt Kaufmann , 05/03/2008

*****
Greetings,
Another wild night at K-1. I'm finishing the
last of my Listerine and reflecting on the
past week. It was a pretty good one, as they
go here. It occurred to me that I'm actually
starting to enjoy this place, which is kind of
scary. Today was especially interesting. We
had another "General Visit." This one was
done with very little warning, which I
thought was better. It gave the colonel less
time to freak out. This colonel is scheduled
to replace the last one that visited us and
isn't officially "on the job" until July. We
had a week to hang out with the people we
were replacing. I guess generals have a lot
more to talk about. Anyway, the general
flew in around 1100. I was not in the official
welcoming party. I thought maybe they were
trying to keep me away the general but when
I asked the sergeant major if he wanted me
to "disappear' when the entourage showed
up at our building for lunch and the
inevitable power point briefing, he said he
wanted me here. I'm sure my eyes lit up.
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Last night as I was walking past the colonels
room, he asked me in to give my opinion on
the power point presentation he had put
together. I was very flattered. I looked at it
and thought about for a minute and then in
my most diplomatic manner told him that I
thought it was very impressive. Believe it or
not a lot of improvements have been made
around here. Unfortunately, a lot of them
have been made in the "infrastructure"
department. The bottom line is that the
training side has "a lot of problems" and
maybe the general needs to be aware of
them. There is no point in just telling him
how wonderful we are because then one of
two things happen. 1) He decides we are so
great that we can handle additional missions
or 2) we are so great we can make do with
fewer people, less money, whatever. We
need to concentrate on how tough things are
so we need X, Y or Z. He agreed with me
and was up until 0200 putting together a
draft on "problems." So, I was psyched
about this briefing. I sat through the whole
thing and listened to how wonderful we are.
The general seemed suitably impressed and
all was going very well. And then all of a
sudden it was over and I'm sure the general
must have been thinking that we had
recreated Sparta or something. I had to do it.
I raised my hand and was recognized. I had
been listening to where the general and had
a pretty good idea of where he was coming
from so after going through a little speal on
how because I'm not a senior officer and
don't have the "big picture," blah blah blah, I
had a few observations that I thought he
should hear about. I then launched into how
there were certainly lots of  "internal
problems" here that we had to deal with,
these problems that were compounded by
higher levels that I was hoping maybe he
could help with. This seemed to take
forever. The general had already checked
with his "travel agent" and had been told
they had to catch the chopper in ten minutes.
It was a shame because I have gone on at
length, but I knew I had to keep it short so I
went with my favorite about how it appeared
to me that they were building the army from
the bottom up so a lot of problems were

being caused at the Ministry of Defense
level and although they were cranking out
soldiers, the quality was "not what it should
be," which was the understatement of the
year. I wanted to move on to another
favorite topic: why the M-16 project is a
mistake, but I didn't want to press my luck. I
thought there was a better than even chance
that Col. Lawson was not going to pleased,
but he didn't bring it up and I felt it needed
to be said. The general handled it pretty
well. You have to realize that there were two
Iraqi generals there so everything had to be
translated etc, which was another reason
why it seemed to take forever. But he told
the Iraqis that he realized that there were
problems at that level but he was committed
to try and help improve things but it was
going to take time, blah blah. Col. Lawson
did not chew me out and in fact explained to
me that he had made up this list, which he
showed me. My response was "Yes, but
what if he just throws it in the trash?" His
answer was that he was going to follow it up
with an e-mail, etc. etc. Anyway, I figured if
he was essentially making excuses, I wasn't
going to get in any trouble. Later on I
thought, so what? What can they do to me? I
knew I was right so it didn't really matter.
So that was my day. Hope all of yours were
good. There are some things I didn't get to
but I guess they can wait until next time. I
did manage to do my first fuel tanker escort
convoy yesterday. It was uneventful. "Talk"
to you next week. Curt  5/10/08

*****
Greetings from the Cradle of Civilization,
It has been another exciting week in the land
of Babylon and Ali Baba. I guess the first
highlight of the week was the weekly staff
meeting. I had been gathering "topics of
discussion" since the previous meeting, but I
think I may have gone a little bit too far this
time. I managed to piss off the Iraqi general
who runs the training center, my big boss
and my immediate boss all at the same
meeting, and the big boss wasn't even there.
Good news travels fast. It was unintentional
however. I mentioned in a previous Update
about the officer who was beaten by a bunch
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of soldiers for verbally abusing them. I had
mentioned at the previous meeting that I
hadn't seen him in a while and was told he
was on "vacation." He didn't show up at this
meeting so now he's been on vacation for at
least a month, a long time even by Iraqi
army standards. I inquired as to his
whereabouts and this general went off, "I
don't want his name mentioned again at one
of these meetings. He will never work here
again." etc. etc. This kind of caught me by
surprise. I did get him to agree to talk to me
one on one about it. Apparently, he used
some kind of slur (your mother eats pork?)
and is going to get fired because of it. I kind
of liked this guy. He seemed honest and
hard working which are two attributes that
are in very short supply here. But, it's their
army and I'm just an adviser. How they
punish him is their business. But apparently
I'm the only one that has a problem with the
fact that nothing was done to the soldiers
who beat him. It's too late now. They are
gone. But I wanted to point out to him that
events like this are not good for military
discipline. What did these soldiers learn?
Anyway, we didn't get that far. The other
thing was a recurring theme for me. That the
soldiers are treated like dogs and how can
you expect them to fight for you when you
treat them like that? I started out with
getting beaten and shaken down at the gate,
then they are moved into barracks where
there is feces on the floor because the
plumbing hasn't been repaired, etc. etc. At
the time we were between training cycles
and this stuff should have been being
worked on, and it wasn't. I wanted to go
after the 2nd in command because he is the
biggest thief of all. But I had to back off on
that one because he had been in an IED
attack on his way to work. I even
commended him on coming to work after
that. I probably would have taken the day
off but then I realized that work is probably
the safest place he could be. Then it
occurred to me that maybe the IED thing
was bogus. He did it for sympathy or
whatever. I mentioned this to one of my
colleagues and he said one of the terps told
him that this guy is in about six IED attacks

a year. AND his son was kidnapped a while
back. He took up a collection for the ransom
but the son was rescued by guess who and
the money was never given to the
kidnappers OR given back. This colleague
also said they should have used more
dynamite. Well, enough on the staff
meeting. Also had a couple of convoys
during the week. Was the tail gunner on
both, which means the .50 cal machine gun
which is very cool. We have to test fire
before we leave here and before we start our
return trip. Also got to shoot my first traffic
flare. If you are the lead vehicle blocking
traffic for the rest of the convoy, you fire a
warning flare to get everyone's attention.
Then you block traffic, let the rest of the
convoy in front of you and then bring up the
rear. Also managed to take a couple of
pictures from the gunners turret which is the
best spot for photo ops.

We are suffering from a little internal strife.
We don't have enough terps to go around.
It's hard to get anything done with the Iraqis
if you don't have a terp. Because we are
technically two groups, we are supposed to
have "dedicated" interpreters, but in reality
it is a pool and each morning they get
assigned and off you go. Our team is getting
short changed by one. Doesn't matter to me.
If I need a terp and don't get one, I'll take the
day off. Unfortunately it hasn't happened
yet. Things seem to have calmed down for
the time being. Speaking of terps, one of
them asked me if I could try and track down
a used lap top, preferably Pentium 4 or
better. I told him I would see what I could
do. These guys are really good guys, most of
them anyway, and are deserving of their
own "Update." We couldn't do anything
with out them and their job is a lot more
dangerous than ours. One of our guy's
family has already been threatened because
he works for us. Anyway, if anyone out
there has one, let me know. While I'm on the
subject, many people have asked me if they
could send me anything. I usually say "we
have everything we need, but if I think of
anything, I'll let you know." It turns out that
we have a community service project
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coming up. We are supposed to deliver
school supplies to local schools who are "in
need." We are collecting supplies. Such
things as paper (writing and construction),
crayons, paints, safety scissors, school glue,
pens, pencils (if sending pencils, include a
little sharpener), soccer balls or any kind of
"playground ball," kites, various sized and
colored flip flops or any thing you might
think appropriate. But nothing battery
operated. I'm looking forward to this
because these events are the only chances
we'll get to mingle with the locals. Just send
them to my mailing address which is MSG
Curt Kaufmann/CMATT Box 70022/FOB
Warrior K-1/APO AE 09338.

We have also started our latest American
give away program, military version. This is
the biometrics program where all Iraqi
soldiers are supposed to be ID'd by
fingerprints, retinal scan, photograph, and
voice pattern, or what ever its called. You'll
never guess who is in charge. Yes, the
computer whiz himself. In theory this
sounds like a good idea. But then you have
to remember that a lot of these people don't
know how to use a Porta Potty and this is the
country that gave us Ali Baba. Fortunately,
my partner does know how to use a
computer and, by sheer coincidence, works
for INS and regularly finger prints people.
To day was our first day of actually
processing people. You think you have it all
figured out and then you run into problems
like the fingerprinting machine doesn't work
right because peoples' hands are too sweaty
because the room isn't air conditioned or the
retinal scan isn't working because there isn't
enough light. There are too many lights
burned out. I ended up using my AA
Maglight and shining it in their eyes so the
scan would take. We got 29 people done
today, only about 1600 more to go. This
could very well end up being my job until I
leave here. The sad thing is, as well
intentioned as this program is, it will end up
being a huge waste of time and money. Oh, I
almost forgot. The machines are $22,000
dollars apiece and we are scheduled to get
22 of them. We have five now. I have to

sign for all of them and then at some point,
turn them over to the Iraqis. Right now we
pack them up at the end of the day and take
them home with us. This is right up there
with the M-16 giveaway. Actually they are
related. This ID program is supposed to link
the soldier to his weapon (eventually) until
"death do them part." Or retirement, should
they be so lucky.

On the good news front, my roommate and I
each have a bicycle. I got mine yesterday. It
cost me $80 and is a really cool looking
mountain bike that weighs a ton. It has the
shock absorber frame and all that good stuff
but is really a POS. But hey, makes for a
better work out. I went out on my
roommate's the other night and got chased
by some dogs. We always have to be armed
and travel in pairs so you'll never guess what
happened. All I can say is that I have a new
found respect for those guys in the old
westerns that could shoot from the back of a
galloping horse and shoot at some one else
on a galloping horse and HIT THEM. Well,
on that happy note I'll sign off until next
week. A bientot. Curt 5/18/2008

*****
Greetings,
It's another Saturday night here at K-1. The
high temp was 106. It's cooling off to 102
tomorrow. Better break out the
flreetingseece. The good news is that the
"biometric boondoggle" is in full swing, or
at least the Iraqi version there of "full
swing," and we managed to secure a room
with air conditioning. We start at around
0830 and go until 4:00 PM, so other than
going out to talk to someone at headquarters
or getting some lunch we are inside most of
the day. The Iraqis that are collecting the
data are doing a pretty good job. Today was
the Iraqi equivalent of Monday morning and
everyone was on time. I would have bet big
money against that. Despite our advice to do
so, they still haven't sent anyone else to get
trained on the biometric machines.  One of
my big concerns about this project is what
happens to the data. Right now the plan is to
put it all on CDs and hand carry it to the
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Ministry of Defense. Why do I think this
isn't going to work? We also have to copy
these CDs and send them somewhere on
"our side." And this is a half million dollar
project. There was no staff meeting this
week because the big shots were in
Baghdad. Just as well. I think I needed a
week off after the last one. We did have
another General's visit, with all the craziness
that accompanies such an event. I kept my
mouth shut at the briefing. It was pretty
much a repeat of the last one, minus my
negatives. He did mention "profiteering"
gestured towards the #2 man who is
probably the biggest thief here. I figured if
COL Lawson didn't get the hint last time,
there was no point in bringing it up again.
We did learn following the General's
departure that he tried to talk COL Lawson
into leaving and going to Baghdad to be a
"staff weenie." It also turns out that seven
people are being transferred from here to a
place near Mosul. I stopped by COL
Lawson's room last night to tell him that I
thought this was his own fault for painting
such a rosy picture of what is going on here
that the powers that be decided we could do
without 7 people and COL Lawson himself.
He didn't disagree. He also told me he has
no plans for leaving here. I hope he's not
BSing. The General's visit also meant a
double convoy trip for yours truly. I would
have bet big money against the General
traveling from Warrior to our place by
convoy and I would have lost. Still don't
know why he didn't fly in directly to K-1. I
was the tail gunner on both runs and there
was no excitement. That was on Thursday.
Then we had our regular Friday convoy. I
was supposed to go to Taji with COL
Lawson LTC Reeves and the CSM for a
"conference." Fortunately it was canceled
until June 3rd. We are expecting a visit from
the Brigade CSM around the same time, so I
might dodge that as well. Showing the CSM
around will primarily be my responsibility
and it will be a little different than a
General's visit.

Have been trying to get out on my bike on at
least a semi regular basis. We went out the

other night and had another dog incident,
basically a replay of the first one, with no
harm done. I think the guards were not
happy with me. The guards that work in the
towers have a bad habit of feeding the dogs.
I think the dogs have become part of the
base security program. The guards probably
sleep in the guard towers and get up when
the dogs start barking. I guess I should
probably be a little more "understanding."
Who knows. The dogs could end up saving
my life. Also, the guy I was riding with
managed to get a double flat. We figured out
that there are these little spiny plants that are
causing flats. Not only did he have two flat
tires, there were multiple punctures in each
tire. One of roommate's inner tubes already
has four patches on it. We're getting pretty
good at patching inner tubes. The big news
on the exercise front is that two rowing
machines arrived yesterday. I would like to
"publicly" thank Frank Biller  who is a
fellow FRA oarsman (sometimes) and
donated a machine and Concept 2 who also
donated a machine, the arrangements being
made by Gratia Pelliciotti whom I coached
at Upper Merion High School many moons
ago. I've offered to give lessons to any
interested party. I'm sure the idea of me
giving erg lessons to anyone will bring a
smile to the face of anyone who has ever
watched me row on one. Once again I'm
overwhelmed by the thoughtfulness and
generosity of those on the home front. It isn't
everyone who has good enough friends to
send a machine that inflicts such pain to
someone already in a combat zone. Now war
can REALLY be hell. Keep an eye out for
the Concept 2 newsletter. I'm sure there will
be pictures and possibly a story, should they
want one. So far no one has taken me up on
the offer of free erg lessons.

Because my Taji trip was cancelled, I
actually had the day off. It is the first day
I've been here that I didn't have to put on my
uniform, although I did wear my PT
(physical training) uniform all day. COL
Lawson also had the day off so we "did
lunch," which was very nice. I even got in a
nap afterwards.
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Doesn't seem like Memorial Day weekend
for some reason. We are planning on having
a barbecue on Monday, although it may be
postponed until Tuesday because of our
work schedule. I would like to wish
everyone a happy Memorial Day weekend.
Have a beer and think of us over here who
wish we could be having one with you.

Curt,  5/24/08

Racing Results
Penn vs. MIT
May 3, Schuylkill River.

LW Men’s Varsity 8
MIT  5:48.1
Penn  5:49.0

City Championship
May 4

Girl's Varsity Quad  Final
Episcopal Kelly Burke 5:22.03
Conestoga A           5:23.37
Ridgewood A           5:28.25
Springside            5:28.73
Conestoga B           5:33.10
Teaneck               6:01.27

Boy's Varsity Four Final
Episcopal Brian Young 4:52.24
Father Judge          4:53.84
Haverford             4:54.87
Lawrenceville A       5:02.02
Radnor                5:05.16
Hun A                 5:10.74

Girl's Varsity Eight  Final
Bishop Eustace        4:59.41
Mainland              5:01.88
Holy Spirit           5:02.45
Mount St. Joseph      5:05.22
Oakcrest              5:09.51
Radnor                5:09.69

Boy's Varsity Eight Final
St. Josephs           4:17.39
St. Augustine         4:20.76
La Salle              4:25.02
Mainland              4:26.06
Holy Spirit           4:28.19
Ocean City            4:30.45

Boy's Varsity Quad Final
Malvern               4:37.04
Conestoga             4:42.87
Episcopal             5:23.91

Boy's Varsity Single Final
Randy Scott Malvern   5:35.26
Jonathan Walsh La Salle 5:41.99
Dave Tietjen Roman A  5:45.43
Jeremy Asch  Episcopal 5:57.98
 Jacky Lee Roman B  6:02.34
 Henry Meigs Chestnut Hill 6:17.10

Girl's Ltwt Eight Final
Mount St. Joseph      5:06.26
Holy Spirit           5:07.78
Merion Mercy          5:18.85
Camden Catholic       5:19.79
Radnor                5:29.51
Haddonfield           5:49.32

Boy's Ltwt Eight Final
St. Josephs           4:26.84
Moorestown            4:29.72
Ocean City            4:31.11
La Salle              4:31.69
St. Augustine         4:34.85
Holy Spirit           4:44.12

Dad Vail Regatta
May 9-10

Men's Varsity Heavyweight Eight - FINAL
Purdue 5:47.402
Colgate 5:49.341
Temple 5:52.294
Jacksonville 5:55.250
Grand Valley 5:55.371
Lehigh 6:03.025

SECOND FINAL
Minnesota 5:52.680
San Diego 5:56.097
Delaware 5:58.507
Santa Clara 6:00.809
Drexel 6:01.622
Florida Tech 6:03.090

 SEMIs (2 to Final)
Temple 5:41.658
Lehigh 5:46.609
San Diego 5:47.357
Florida Tech 5:50.060
St. Joseph's 5:50.327
George Mason 5:57.111



The Fairmount Log June 200816

REPs (2 to 3 Semi-Finals)
George Mason 5:50.205
Florida 5:52.124
Bucknell 5:57.018
Long Beach 6:06.243
La Salle 6:11.768

Women's Varsity Heavyweight Eight - FINAL
California - Davis  6:34.011
Sacramento 6:35.768
Purdue 6:36.898
Buffalo 6:42.127
San Diego 6:43.103
St. Joseph's 6:45.445

 SEMIs (2 To Final )
Sacramento  6:19.901
Purdue 6:21.810
Alabama 6:30.251
Fordham 6:34.178
Massachusetts 6:35.047
Temple 6:39.914

SEMIs (2 To Final )
Buffalo 6:17.576
San 6:20.051
Saint Marys 6:27.021
California - Irvine 6:35.658
Drexel 6:39.835
Santa Clara 6:40.696

REPS (1 to Semi-Final)
Santa Clara 6:33.365
Murray State 6:37.488
Villanova 6:47.206
Binghamton 6:54.947
Delaware 7:00.504

 REPS (1 to Semi-Final)
Tulsa 6:39.250
Marist 6:40.008
Loyola 6:47.702
La Salle 6:54.038
Robert Morris 6:55.469

Women's Varsity Lwt 8- SEMIs (3 to Final)
Virginia Tech 6:44.778 4
Ohio State 6:50.410 5
Lehigh 6:54.929 3
Temple 6:59.947 2
Northwestern 7:30.158 1

Women's Varsity Hwt. 8 (D. II & III)  - FINAL
Dowling 6:43.384
Grand Valley 6:48.133
Mercyhurst 6:48.488

Philadelphia U 6:52.626
Rochester 6:54.153
Barry 7:09.409

Men's Varsity Ltwt Four  - FINAL
Mercyhurst 6:26.758
Brock 6:31.670
Santa Barbara 6:33.765
Washington Col. 6:42.109
Georgia Tech 6:45.191
St. Joseph's 6:50.178

Men's Varsity Hvwt Four  - SEMIs (2 to Final)
Rollins College 6:24.126
Mercyhurst 6:26.050
Brock 6:28.573
Chicago 6:31.109
Marietta 6:32.133
Philadelphia U 6:32.746

HEATS (2 to 3 Semi-Finals)
N.C. State 6:43.981
Virginia Tech 6:44.146
Murray State 7:01.393
Villanova 7:03.104
Lowell 7:06.097

Stotesbury Cup Regatta
May 16-17

Boy's Senior Eight Final
St. Josephs Prep       4:33.55
Winter Park           4:36.61
St Augustine         4:41.68
Holy Spirit           4:46.02
Mainland              4:47.88
LaSalle               4:52.50

Girl's Senior Eight Final
Bishop Eustace        5:14.62
Mount St. Joseph       5:19.34
Holy Spirit           5:20.89
TC Williams           5:25.40
Mainland              5:25.80
Atlantic City         5:42.92

Girl's Senior Quad Final
Denis Morris          5:40.48
Episcopal PA Kelly Burke       5:43.01
Conestoga             5:46.79
McLean                5:49.49
Ursuline Dallas       5:53.44
Ridgewood             6:07.49
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Girl's Lightweight Eight  Final
Holy Spirit           5:31.95
E.L.Crossley          5:34.84
Mount St. Joseph       5:35.10
Winter Park           5:39.13
TC Williams           5:47.86
Radnor                5:51.84

Boy's Lightweight Eight Final
St. Josephs Prep       4:48.04
Moorestown HS         4:50.57
St. Francis            4:53.24
Ocean City            4:53.39
LaSalle               5:02.41
St Augustine          5:02.45

Boy's Senior Four Final
Blair                 5:11.55
Haverford             5:14.44
Pine View             5:14.62
E.L.Crossley          5:20.55
Episcopal PA Brian Young 5:23.07
Father Judge          5:24.44

Eastern Sprints
May 18, Lake Quinsigamond

I was able to get up to Worcester to see
Steve race.  Also saw Tom Owston and his
daughter Maureen there cheering on young
Tom with Northeastern.  It's a very nice
venue to watch racing, and threatening rains
held off most of the day.  - John Krajewski

Men's Varsity Eight Grand Final
Wisconsin 6:09.719
Brown 6:13.210
Princeton 6:13.387
Yale 6:17.816
Northeastern Tom Owston Jr. 6:19.206
Columbia 6:25.941

3rd Final
Dartmouth University  6:21.754
George Washington U. 6:24.998
College of the Holy Cross  6:26.173
U. of Pennsylvania  6:28.098
Rutgers University  6:28.438
MIT 6:36.277

Men's Varsity Lightweight Eight  Petite Final
Georgetown University  6:31.859
Harvard University  6:37.061
U. of Pennsylvania  6:41.982
MIT 6:44.907

U. of Delaware 6:56.095

Men's Freshman Lightweight Eight Grand
Final
Yale 6:09.684
Georgetown 6:11.904
Navy Steve Krajewski 6:13.113
Cornell 6:14.235
Delaware 6:16.093
Princeton 6:17.468

Steve Krajewski’s crew took bronze. (Krajewski)

EAWRC Sprints
May 18, Cooper River

Women’s Varsity 8+ Grand Final
Brown 6:24.024
Yale 6:25.192
Radcliffe 6:30.554
Princeton 6:31.111
Pennsylvania 6:41.578
Boston Univ. 6:44.199

Madeira Bowl
May 23, Cayuga Lake Inlet, Ithaca, NY
Headwind, very stiff in last half of race.

Men’s Varsity 8
Cornell  6:11.8
Penn  6:27.3
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Scholastic RA National Regatta
May 23-24, Oak Ridge, TN

Men's Senior Four Grand Final
Episcopal – PA 4:39.0
Pine View 4:40.0
St. Johns Jesuit 4:40.4
Haverford 4:42.4
St. Ignatius – Cleveland 4:49.4
Newburgh Free 4:51.0

Women's Senior Quad Final
Episcopal Burke 5:08.9
Mclean 5:14.7
Ridgewood 5:19.7
Saratoga 5:39.7
Queensbury 5:48.8
Forest Park 6:06.3

Women's Senior Eight Grand Final
Mt. St. Joseph 5:06.5
Holy Spirit 5:09.5
Saratoga 5:10.1
Bishop Eustace 5:11.6
New Trier 5:14.3
Plant 5:21.3

Men's Senior Eight Grand Final
Winter Park 4:29.8
Holy Spirit 4:32.6
Central Catholic 4:33.2
New Trier 4:33.3
St. Augustine 4:34.0
St. Mary 4:34.9

Men´s Lightweight Eight Final
Ocean City 4:20.1
La Salle 4:24.4
Winter Park 4:26.1
St. Augustine 4:27.1
Canisius 4:29.5
Holy Spirit 4:33.1

Women´s Lightweight Eight Final
Holy Spirit 5:00.3
Mt. St. Joseph 5:01.1
Winter Park 5:04.0
Fox Chapel 5:04.2
TC Williams 5:07.3
Nardin 5:09.7

Catch of the Cooper
May 31, Cooper River

Men's Masters Single E/F/G

Name Club Adj. Raw
Red Sargent Fairmount  3:28.38 4:10.38
Rock Singewald Baltimore 3:37.96 4:03.56
Jim Sweitzer Maritime DNF
John Master Cooper River DNF
Sandy Killen Jack Sulgers Sculling Circus DNF

Men's Masters Eight C/F
Fairmount  Steve Jonik 2:59.99 3:21.79
Passaic River 3:23.53 3:31.53
Whitemarsh Steve Whalen 3:29.56 3:38.36
Pelham CRA EXC

Mark Your Calendars

Independence Day Regatta will be July 5-7.

“We've tried to make it work for as many of
our various "constituents" as possible.
Masters sweep races are on Saturday, as in
past years. Masters sculling races are on
Sunday, as in past years. Juniors races are on
Sunday & Monday. Other races are spread
over the 3 days.

Kelly Drive will be closed on Friday and
trailers won't be able to arrive until Saturday
morning, so the regatta will start at 11 am
Saturday. The regatta will conclude around
1:30 pm Monday so people have time to
travel home and be back to work Tuesday
morning. To do this, we've dropped - for this
year only - the dash races, mixed doubles
and masters mixed quads, parent/child races
and octuple sculls. They will definitely be
back in 2009. All for national security.” -
Clete Graham

Upcoming Races

July 5-7 Independence Day
July 16-20 US Club Nationals, Cooper
July 20 Middle States
July 26 Philly Youth Regatta
July 27 Diamond State Masters
August 2 Quaker City Masters
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FRAgments

It’s a well-known fact around Fairmount that
you don’t want to get Dietrich Rose riled up
during practice if you are in an opposing
boat.  Yet a certain perfesser taunted him at
a recent practice, resulting in Dietrich
putting several lengths of open water into
his boat on the next piece… Swiss Frank
joined the Goldfish Club when he got a little
too close to the West Bank and caught his
starboard oar. John Krajewski offered to
show the dent in the water to anyone who
wanted to see it… FRA 2007 Junior of the
Year Loren Mead of Episcopal Academy
has been invited to the Junior National Team
selection camp… On May 31, some
Episcopal rowers were involved in an
automobile accident on Kelly Drive in front
of the boathouse.  Fortunately, no serious
injuries… Look for a feature on The Log in
the 2008 USRA Club Nationals Program!

Fairmount LOGic

Schuylkill Navy News

Don't forget:
Beginning Monday, May 12th, there will be
two pick up days: Mondays and Thursdays.
And two pick up locations: the lighthouse
and Lloyd hall.  Same time, 9:00 am

Thank you
John P. Hogan,

*****
5/22: Today, City Council approved Mayor
Nutter's proposed budget increases for
Fairmount Park and the Department of
Recreation.  Fairmount Park will have $2.5
million more this year to improve parks and
plant trees.  The Recreation Department will
have increased funds to maintain its parks
and improve its programs.

The Philadelphia Parks Alliance wants to
thank you - City Council, Mayor Nutter and
all of the citizens who rallied their support
for this historic increase in funding for
parks! - Philadelphia Parks Alliance

The Log sends a very very big Thank You
to Louise DiGiacomo of PGRC, who
created the “Log Man” artwork for this
issue.


