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Saraand Red Sargent
Honored at SN Banquet

Red and Sara Sargentvere honored by the
Schuylkill Navy as “Masters Athletes of the
Year"” at the Navy's 150 Anniversary
Banquet on March 1. The Sargents could
not make it to the banquet, so FRA President
John Willemin accepted for them.

John also wrote a short biography of the
winners:

“Red and Sara Sargent have been individual
fixtures, (in singles), and a collective fixture,
(in the mixed double), on the masters rowing
scene for a number of years. Whether they
are competing locally, or nationally, or
somewhere in between (the Hooch), chances
are that they will leave a trail of
disappointed competitors in their wake.
They win in every class, but own the mixed
double races.

Red started rowing while enrolled at Drexel
University in the early 60's. He left school

to join the Marine Corps, and when his

service time was up, he returned to Drexel
and continued rowing. After graduation,

Red rowed out of Crescent Boat Club for a
few years. He then moved on to Bachelors
Barge Club in the late 60’s where he stayed
until 1989, when he joined Fairmount.

Sara learned to row at Lake Merritt, CA and
stroked the Women’s 8+ to victory at the

1969 Nationals. She was coached at the
time by legendary coach Steve Gladstone.
Sara continued to row successfully for a few
more years and then left the sport for a time.
She picked up an oar again in Portland,
Oregon in 1982, and stroked a 4+ that was
undefeated for a few years. Sara came to
Philadelphia in the late eighties, and started
rowing at Bachelors Barge Club. This is

where she and Red met.

Red and Sara were married in December
1993 and a new dominant force in mixed
masters racing was born. Since 1991, they
have won the mixed 2X event at Masters
Nationals every year except for the two
years they did not go, and two years they
won Silver. Sara has also won three world
championships on the erg.

At the 2007 Masters Nationals held in Oak
Ridge, Tennessee, The Sargents came home
with 10 medals, 5 of which were gold.
Needless to say, one of those golds was for
the mixed 2X.”

Red and Saa’s medals.
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Spring Cleanup at FRA

by John Willemin

I'd like to thank everyone who participated
in the Fairmount clean-up on Saturday
March 29. It only took a few hours but
made a tremendous difference.

The house is really shaping up both inside
and out. A special thanks tdohn
Krajewski for  organizing, Michel
Hollenback-Bowers for overseeing the
garden gang\Viike Bowers for manning the
grill, andMolly Konopka and the Episcopal
crew.

As an all-volunteer organization, Fairmount
must occasionally depend on the members to
contribute their time, in order to make the
club a better place. It's always good to see
them turn out when called upon.

I thank you again.

*kkkk

Below are some pictures Byevin Flynn:

Ken Wilson gets a little windshield washing from
Mark Jones.

April 2008

“I just KNOW there’s got to be a way to get this
remote to work. Why did they send all the kids
outside instead of in here where we need them?!”

Tom Greenwood and Mike Cipollone prepare to dig.
Whose grave?

Mr. Clean points out Mr. Dirt to Jim Fullerton.
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Usually in the rowing world, this pose is done with
oars, fellas.

It looks like Steve Jonik is getting ready to detten
something. Don't do it Steve!!!

Child labor of love.
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College Season in the
First 500

Despite a spring full of crummy weather, the
colleges have begun their racing season.

The local women have done more racing
than the men so far. Most of the local
women’s eights raced at the Murphy Cup on
March 29. St. Joeswas the top local
finisher, placing % in the final. Drexelalso
made the final, coming in"6 Templecame

in 3%in the petites.LaSalle Villanova, and
Philadelphia did not advance out of the
heats.

The St. Joeawvomen are off to an especially
strong start, have also won a four-way on
March 8, The Jesuit Invitational on March
15, and a duel with UConn on March 30.
Penn’s women, however, took the Hawks by
13 seconds on March 21Pennalso took
second at the Clemson Invitational and gave
a good fight to Yale on March 29.

Villanova has won two races. They swept
three Florida schools at the Rollins Invite on
March 8, and toolDrexel and Philadelphia

in a tri on March 21. Nova was beaten by
UConn on March 30.

The only local lightweight women’s eight
appears tdemple who were 3 of 5 at the
Murphy Cup.

Templés men, despite having no boathouse,
won the Murphy Cup againPennopened
their season on March 29 also, and were
beaten by GW, wittst. Joescoming in ¥.

St. Joes have also been beaten by
Georgetown on March 15. Give them credit
for racing the big boys though.

Drexel also made the final of the Murphy
Cup and finished " Earlier, on March 8,
they suffered a close loss to Lehigh. On
March 21, they split into fours, and both
boats beatNova andPhiladelphiawho do
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not appear to have eights. Philly’s four was
2"in the final at the Murphy Cup.

LaSalleat least has an eight, but they were a
poor last in their heat at the Murphy Cup.

St. Joe’slightweight eight was beaten by
two Georgetown crews on March 1BPenn
has not raced yet.

Lee’s Philly Rankings (V8s)

Rank Men Women

1. Penn Penn

2. Temple St. Joes

3. St. Joes Temple

4, Drexel Villanova

5. LaSalle Drexel

6. LaSalle

7. Philadelphia
1. Penn Lwts Temple Lwts
2. SJU Lwits

The History of FRA

by Lee Silverberg
FRA Competition Highlights 1908-1916

There were not a lot of great highlights for
Fairmount in the years 1908-1916. In some
of these years they did not do a lot of racing.
But there are some high points here and
there.

At the 1909 Middle States on the Harlem
River, Sep. 6, Fairmount’'s Junior Four-
Oared Gig of F. Smith, W.J. Clay, N.
Hannings, J. McBride, and F.A. Rose won
their event in 5:21 1/5. Ariel was'® and
Union B.C. was 4.

Fairmount won the Jr. Four-Oared Gig for
the second straight year at the 1910 Middle
States Regatta. On Sep. 5 in Philly,
Fairmount's crew beat Montrose and
Arundel? The crew was Harry L. Witte (b),
George Porter, Edwin J. Heitman, Walter A
Schoeni, and Sam F. Rose (cd¥).
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1910 Middle States Regatta, Junior Four Oared®Gig.

1911 was a pretty good year for Fairmount.
At the 48" Harlem Regatta on May 30 in
NYC,’ Fairmount’s crew of Henry Witte (b),
Waldo Schoeni, Norman Hennings, Ralph J.
McBride (s), and Charles Rose (cox) won
the Intermediate Four-Oared Gigs, 2%
lengths ahead of Nonpareil and Bayonne.

The Junior 2x of Fox Smith (b) and William
Quigley (s) won the 1911 People’s Regatta
in 8:09 2-5. University was"2in 8:13 2-5.
Manayunk was "3°

Inquirer headliné®

The 1911 Nationals were July 28-29 in
Saratogd®® Fairmount took a bronze
medal in the Intermediate Double Sculls (R.
McBride and F. Smith}. Apparently
McBride had replaced Quigley because after
the People’s Regatta, Quigley could not
“spare the necessary time to get into
condition.™®

“Seven crews in the doubles fought their
way down the course, the Boston oarsmen
(Union BC) winning from the Vespers, of
Philadelphia, by a narrow margin. The
Fairmounts and University Barge Club,
Philadelphia, were third and fourth,
respectively, with the others trailing. New
Rochelle was % Springfield BC &, and
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Rockrimmon BC #. The winning time was
7:44°

The next highlight did not come until 1914.
The Junior Quad won the Peoples Regatta
on July 4. The crew was Rose (b), Haws, A.
Hannings, and W. Schoehi: Penn Barge
was 2% and Malta 3. Fairmount’s time was
7:37 45

1914 Peoples Regatta, Junior Qdad.

On Sept. 241915 in Harrisburg, Pa., there
was a municipal celebration involving a
large parade and a historical marker for the
Harris Ferry landing. They also had “a
program of water sports in which clubs and
schools participated.” Fairmount sent some
crews. The four-oared race was won by
John Campbell, Charles Rose, John Staggers
and J.P. Clark. D.G Haws beat C.O. Rose in
the single. Unfortunately, “The shell of
A.C. Schmidt was wrecked in one racg.”

References
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1915 Exhibition Crew Races, Municiple Improvement
Celebratior?

Fairmount Foto Fun

CAPTION CONTEST:

Last month’s picture waBom Dowd1945.
Tom McLaughlin guessed correctly.

Letters to the Editor

Interesting perspective on canoe house.
Thanks for another masterpiece!
Red Sargent

*kkkk

Subject: Re: Dave Challinor

My deepest sympathies to all and especially
to Jack who has been the inspiration for the
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Golden Eight and the wonderful times and
memories it has generated for all
John Hartigan

*kkkk

Curt now has a proper mailing address.

1st SG Curt Kaufmann
CMATT
Box 70022
FOB Warrior
K-1
APO AE 09338
IRAQ
Ginny Kaufmann

*kkkk

Greetings, Thought it was time for another
update even though there isn't a whole lot to
report. The big news is that we got our
"final" assignment postings yesterday with
the caveat that we shouldn’'t expect to be
staying there (wherever that is). I'm happy to
say that I'm still scheduled to go to Kirkuk
which is what | was hoping for, although |
can't really tell you why except that one of
my Army friends who has been there says it
is pretty nice - good internet among other
things. We picked up one other person to go
with us, an E-7, so | know there will be at
least one person lower ranking than I. There
were some interesting reassignments. One
guy, a corporal, was assigned to be the
MWR NCO some where in the 1Z (Green
Zone). MWR stands for Morale, Welfare
and Recreation. He will be tasked with such
important duties as kicking people off of the
computers after half an hour, changing the
channel on the TV, making sure there is an
adequate supply of ping pong balls and
replacing the tips on the cue sticks. It's a
dirty job but... Needless to say he has been
catching a lot of flak. On the down side, we
found out that we will be here an additional
three days. This means that it will be over 4
months from my initial mobilization date to
when | finally get to my duty station. Time
flies when you're having fun. We've heard a
couple of "booms" in the middle of the night
and were told that they were "controlled
detonations," like when they find a cache of
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explosives. | can't figure out why they
would detonate in the middle of the night,
but hey, I'm only a visitor here. We were
told at our team leader meeting last night
that we also had an "accidental discharge."
Everyone has to carry a weapon although we
are in a "green status" here which means that
you have to carry a weapon and a loaded
magazine, but the weapon is NOT to be in
the magazine. Well, someone screwed up.
They also make you clear your weapon
every time you go into the mess hall,
classroom, etc. This gets very tedious
because none of us have had ammo in our
weapons since the famous sandstorm on the
range in Kuwait, but now | understand why
they do it, even if it doesn't work. There also
seems to be some "personality conflicts"
arising. Everyone is totally bored and until
yesterday, no one really knew where they
were going. The atmosphere was noticeably
improved when we got our postings. We'll
see what today brings. The MWR NCO is
about to kick me out so | must go. Stay
tuned.
Curt Kaufmann, 3/8/08

K*kkkk

Greetings, | was hoping to send this from
Kirkuk but | still haven't gotten there yet,
and seeing how | have plenty of time and
computer access on my hands, here goes.
We finished at the Phoenix (death by
PowerPoint) Academy on the 12th. Was
supposed to catch a chopper to Kirkuk the
next night but all flights were cancelled
because a big dust storm blew in. We were
told that it took 72 hours to reschedule our
flight, which pushed it back to the 15th, then
yesterday (the 14th) we were told it was
pushed back to the 18th. It could be April
until we get there at this rate. It has been
over 4 months since | left home and I'm still
not to my duty station. | think there are two
reasons for this: 1) (which | may have
already mentioned) is that they want to bore
you to the point that you'll do anything- "just
get me outta here." 2) | think they feel that
they need this time to brainwash you into
thinking that what you're doing is good.
Particularly during the last bit at Phoenix we
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got a lot of that. We also got conflicting
reasons on why we are here. One person
came out and said that part of it was oil
(duh!) and then another person said it was
DEFINITELY not because of oil. The first
guy was a sergeant major, and the second
was a general. Hmmmm. Anyway, here we
are doing nothing and getting paid for it. If
this is what they have planned for me for the
rest of my tour, so be it. Seems like an awful
waste to me. Our accommodations aren't
that great. 6 guys (4 sets of bunk beds) in a
room that is probably half the size of our
room at Riley, complete with all of our gear.
| managed to draw a top bunk, actually |
volunteered because | thought | was only
going to be here for one night. The beds are
truly diabolical. There is a series of about
eight 1" square bars underneath a horrible
mattress that is about 4 inches thick. I'm
guessing it was designed by the same people
that did the Tower of London. If there was
room on the floor, I'd throw the mattress
there. But alas. The air conditioner works
quite well but there is no ventilation, so
when everyone gets up we have to open the
door to air the place out. There is a window,
but it is sandbagged and there is plastic
taped over the inside, presumably to keep
the sand/dust out. Two guys are supposed to
leave today which will open up a lower
bunk. I'm keeping my fingers crossed. I've
heard from a couple of buddies that were
being shipped off to various places. It
sounds like no one, except for the people
that are staying here, are at their duty
stations and there are stories of sleeping at
helipads waiting for connecting flights, etc.
etc. Seems that you can't get a direct flight
anywhere except to Baghdad. So there you
have it. Hopefully I'll have some better news
in Update VI. So long for now.

Curt, 3/15/08

*kkkk

Greetings All, Happy Easter. Unfortunately
it doesn't seem like Easter here. | finally
made it to Kirkuk, actually the base is called
K-1 after the oil field we are right next to. It
is an Iragi base so there are no churches.
Probably aren't any in the area come to think
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of it. Kirkuk is not the land of milk and
honey | was hoping for, not by a long shot.
If this is "prosperous,” | don't want to see
what "unprosperous” looks like. K-1 is
about 5 miles northwest of Kirkuk so we
took the scenic drive through town in my
first "real” convoy, complete with weapons
locked and loaded, etc. Seemed like it took
forever. K-1 is pretty much of a dump,
although the building I'm in isn't too bad. |
share a room with an E-7 that I've been with
since day one at Ft. Riley. Good guy from
near Atlanta some where. Very quiet. There
are a couple of western style toilets on our
floor and showers as well. Our room is
probably a little bigger than our room at Ft.
Riley that had six people in it. It has
electricity and an air conditioner that works
when we borrow a remote from the LTC
across the hall. There is no mess hall but
there is a kitchen and a cook that works six
days a week. Food is delivered from FOB
Warrior, which is just on the other side of
Kirkuk. That is the good news. The bad
news is that because we are right next to an
oil field where they have one of those 24/7
fires going that burns off some kind of gas.
It makes the sky a beautiful fiery orange
color at night and it smells like the refineries
down in south Philly. Depending on who
you talk to, this oil field holds 20-50% of
Irag's oil. The Iraqgi base is pretty much of a
dump. There is trash everywhere and we
were told to watch where we step because
the Iraqgis just crap on the ground. When |
asked where the porta potties were, | was
told that they tried using them but the Iragis
didn't know "how to use them" (filled them
with trash, tipped them over, etc) so they
took them away. There is some kind of
sewage system but it doesn't work very well
and causes pools of raw sewage to appear.
I'm sure it will be delightful when it really
gets hot. It is in the low 80's now, I'm
guessing, and | was told today that we
probably won't see any rain before we leave.
To add to the excitement, there are packs of
wild dogs running around, mostly after dark,
and we've been instructed to carry our
sidearms when running and "shoot them if
possible." Nice. So my first day on the job
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was spent meeting various lIraqi officers,
getting briefings from the people we are
replacing, etc. As | suspected, it appears that
our job is to ensure that the Iraqgis are being
trained properly at this regional training
center. The capacity for this place is 4000
troops and I think there are about 3000 here
now. There will be three of us here when the
people we are replacing leave in about a
week. How three of us are supposed to do
that, I'm not sure, but | guess I'm going to
find out. On top of that, we got the run down
on which generals are Kurds, Sunnis, etc,
who hates whom etc. Right now it's kind of
overwhelming, but I'm sure I'll get used to it.
The whole point of this is to get the Iragis to
the point that they can take care of
themselves so we can get the hell out of
here. At this point, I'm not optimistic. Does
anyone remember "Vietnamization?" Or as
one of my old bosses at Widener once said,
"you can't shine sh_ _." Well, on that happy
note | guess I'll sign off. Will hopefully get
another update out in a week or so. | hope
everyone is well. Best wishes,

Curt, 3/22/08

*kkkk

Greetings, Well, | think the test worked so,
here goes. Things are settling down a bit and
I'm beginning to get a better handle on what
I'm supposed to do. The work to do here is
overwhelming and | realize that we are not
going to fix everything. The thing that is
most depressing to me is the graft and
corruption here. Senior officers, up to and
including generals, are getting rich while
depriving the soldiers of the things they
need to train. Fuel is a huge problem here.
Power comes from diesel powered
generators. So much fuel is being stolen that
buildings often have no power or only a
couple hours a day. The situation has gotten
slightly better because we are paying for
some of it. Paying our own way as it were,
even after all the money we have given
them. | suspect a lot of it is going to the
Peshmerga. At least one of the generals here
is a big supporter. Not to long ago 24,000
rounds of ammunition were stolen from an
ammo storage facility. Almost certainly was

April 2008

that an inside job. I'm hoping it went to the
Peshmerga and not the insurgents. The
whole concept here is to wean the Iraqgis off
of our "welfare." So far it doesn't seem to be
working. They still constantly ask us for
things even though they can often get it
themselves. The army is so centralized that
the equivalent of our Army Chief of Staff
has to sign off on all ammo requests, but
24,000 rounds get stolen. But | digress.
Went on my first official convoy to FOB
Warrior the other day. | was the gunner in
the middle of three HMMWV's. Before we
leave the base we have to test fire the
weapons. Cool. | was hoping | wouldn't
have to light up a civilian vehicle that
wouldn't get out of the way. All vehicles
must pull over and stop when a convoy goes
by and no vehicles are to pass us. Most
people understand the rules, but there are
always a few knuckleheads. The rules of
"escalation of force" are very clear. While
we were at Watrrior, they got hit by a rocket.
It landed about 150 meters from our tent but
| was on the other side of the post. We had
one land here last week, but it was a ways
away. They supposedly have radar that can
track where they come from, then they send
the reaction force to that spot but the bad
guys are usually gone by then. Well, I'd
better send this before | get logged off. Stay
tuned for such upcoming thrillers as our
water supply and eating in an Iraqi messhall.
Good bye for now.

Curt, 3/30/08

*kkkk

Joan and | were officiating crew races in, of
all places, Arizona, about three weeks ago. |
saw a man with a Temple tee shirt at the
regatta site and said "Temple" to him. He
looked at me and saidJdck Sholl. |
couldn't come up with his name and was
embarrassed because he wallike
D'Alonzo, former Captain of Fairmount.
Mike was asking about a lot of old-timers at
FRA and reminisced about "the good old
days" at FRA. As many of you will recall,
Mike ran a clothing company in
Philadelphia, sold it and migrated to Hawaii
and just recently migrated to the Phoenix
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area. He is helping coach Arizona State U.

Womens Crew.
Jack Sholl

Racing Results

Rollins Invitational
March 8, Winter Park, FL (Lake Maitland)

Women's Varsity 8

Villanova 6:41.6
Nova Southeastern 6:55.6
UCF (lts) 7:02.2
Rollins 7:12.0
UCF (nov) 7:28.9

Drexel University vs. Lehigh University
March 8, Philly

Men’s Varsity 8
Lehigh 5:28.17
Drexel 5:28.64

St. Joe's vs. Lehigh, Drexel and Delaware
March 8, Philly, fast tailwind and current

Women's Varsity 8

Saint Joseph's 5:48.9
Drexel 5:55.5
Delaware 5:58.1
Lehigh 6:05.6

Jesuit Invitational Regatta
March 15, Cooper River

Varsity Men's 8

Georgetown A 5:56.24
Georgetown B 5;5767
St. Joe's 6:10.30
Loyola 6:23.61
Mens Light 8

Georgetown A 6:09.79
Georgetown B 6:15.52
St. Joe's 6:16.68
Georgetown C 6:30.83
Womens Varsity 8

St. Joseph's 6:48.18
Georgetown A 6:52.13
Boston College 7:02.12
Georgetown B 7:03.6
Loyola 6:24.61

Clemson Challenge

March 15, Lake Hartwell
Women's Varsity 8

Clemson 6:48.7
Penn 6:57.63
Indiana 7:07.70
Purdue 7:09.53
Ithaca 7:15.95
1st Manny Flick

Sunday, March 16

Girl's Ltwt Eight Final

Mount St. Joseph 5:15.56
Episcopal 5:40.28
Haddonfield Memorial ~ 5:53.37
Boy's Ltwt Eight Final

St. Josephs Prep A 4:25.69
St. Josephs Prep B 4:32.32
St. Augustine Prep 4:35.02
Bonner 4:46.64
Girl's Varsity Single Final

Kirsten Van Fossen Moorestown
Elizabeth Moran Conestoga

Girl's Varsity Eight Final B

Ocean City HS 5:04.65
Radnor 5:06.28
Absegami HS 5:15.39
Camden Catholic HS 5:18.58
Girl's Varsity Eight Final

Mount St. Joseph 5:02.03
Merion Mercy 5:07.22
Prendergast 5:23.90
Upper Merion 5:32.34
Boy's Varsity Eight Final B
Episcopal 4:31.53
Bonner 4:34.14
St. Marks 4:42.02
Atlantic City HS 4:55.11
Delaware Military 5:08.28
Boy's Varsity Eight Final

St. Josephs Prep 4:17.79
Chaminade HS 4:21.43
Ocean City HS 4:23.19
St. Augustine Prep 4:32.24
Father Judge 4:36.75
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6:13.79
6:58.02



The Fairmount Log 10

Penn vs. St. Joes
March 21, Philly. Strong current, windy.

Women's Varsity 8
Penn 6:27.0
St. Joes 6:40.1

Drexel vs. Villanova and Philadelphia U.
March 21, Philadelphia

Men's Varsity 4+

Drexel "B" 6:41.17
Drexel "A" 6:48.61
Villanova 6:56.15
Philadelphia 6:57.26
Women's Varsity 8+

Villanova 6:37.28
Drexel 6:39.49
Philadelphia 6:49.80

McCausland Cup:GW v. Penn w/ St. Joe's
March 29, Conshohocken, Schuylkill River.
Sunny, high 30s, NW wind 15+. “A scrimmage.
No times were taken, but finish order and
approximate margins are as follows.” - Greg
Myhr

Men'’s Varsity Eight

(4 min downstream with wind from a stop)
1. GW

2. Penn- back 8 seats

3. St. Joe's back 1 more length

(3 min upstream into the wind from a stop)
1. GW

2. Penn- back 1 length

3. St. Joe's back another 4 seats

(3 min upstream into the wind, rolling start)
1. GW

2. Penn back 4 seats

3. St. Joe's back another 2 seats

Connell Cup
March 29, Derby, CT. Tail current with 2 ft
chop. 15 mph tailwind with stiff gusts.

Women's Varsity 8

Yale 6:20.7
Penn 6:23.5
Columbia 6:38.6

Murphy Cup
March 29
Men's Varsity 8+ Final
Temple 5:49.99
Fordham 5:52.47
Williams A 5:52.76
Delaware B 6:00.04
Drexel 6:00.58
Bucknell 6:04.32
Heat 3
Williams A 6:00.40
Delaware B 6:04.58
Lehigh 6:06.75
Army 6:16.29
La Salle 6:30.56
Women's Varsity 8+ DI Final
Bucknell 6:36.22
Williams 6:42.86
Navy 6:48.62
St. Joseph's 6:58.41
Dowling 6:59.35
Drexel 7:01.48
Petite Final
Colgate 6:53.58
Fordham 6:54.32
Temple 7:00.17
Lehigh 7:02.82
Jacksonville 7:05.90
Lafayette 7:28.09
Heat 1
Bucknell 6:41.73
Fordham 6:50.07
Jacksonville 6:59.27
La Salle 7:14.19
Loyola 7:17.96
Penn State 7:48.43
Heat 3
St. Joseph's 6:52.44
Colgate 6:55.49
Villanova 7:03.55
Stetson 7:29.09
Fairfield 7:34.44
Heat 4
Williams 6:43.46
Temple 6:55.66
Lehigh 6:57.78
Philadelphia 7:16.08

Army 7:32.55
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Women's Ltwt. Varsity 8+ Final

Duquesne 7:02.09
Lehigh 7:11.17
Temple 7:17.58
Penn State 7:21.02
MIT 7:28.87
Men's Varsity 4+ Final

Penn State A 6:53.74
Philadelphia 6:59.10
Fairfield 7:02.55
Dowling 7:08.42
Loyola 7:30.99
Penn State B 7:43.85

Saint Joseph's U. vs. U. of Connecticut
March 30, Schuylkill River, Philly

Women'’s Varsity 8
Saint Joseph's
U Conn

6:38.3
6:41.6

Villanova U. vs. U. of Connecticut
March 30, Schuylkill River, Conshohocken, PA
1500 meters against current

Women's Varsity 8
University of Connecticut 5:53.8
Villanova University 6:02.0

2nd Manny Flick
March 30

Girl's Varsity Eight Final B

Bishop Eustace 4:59.43
Mount St. Joseph A 5:05.13
Agnes Irwin 5:07.80
Vineland 5:12.30
Prendergast 5:21.23
Final
Mount St. Joseph A 4:56.58
Winter Park 5:01.53
Mount St. Joseph B 5:06.42
Merion Mercy 5:13.61
Radnor 5:16.47

Boy's Varsity Eight Final C

Mainland 4:29.21

Gonzaga 4:35.87

Hun 5:00.36

St. Anthonys 5:20.40
Final B

La Salle B 4:25.57
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La Salle A 4:29.68
Father Judge 4:40.45
Lawrenceville 4:42.05
Delaware 5:17.09
Final

St. Josephs 4:23.66
St. Augustine 4:26.56
Ocean City 4:31.09
Episcopal 4:36.19
Bonner 4:46.54
Girl's Ltwt Eight Final

Winter Park 5:10.88
Mount St. Joseph 5:13.95
Camden Catholic 5:28.22
Merion Mercy 5:30.72
Haddonfield 5:46.88
Boy's Ltwt Eight Final

St. Josephs A 4:34.55
St. Augustine 4:44.33
St. Josephs B 4:44.44
Bonner 4:53.26
Belleville 5:15.47

Mark Your Calendars

“There is a possibility we’ll have to
change the date of this years
Independence Day Regattalt’s presently
set for July 4, 5 & 6. We may have to move
it to the preceding weekend, June 27, 28 &
29, or perhaps make it Saturday, Sunday and
Monday, July 5, 6 and 7.

At a recent meeting with Fairmount Park
and the Philadelphia police to plan events,
we were informed that they couldn’t assure
us access to the Canoe Club on Friday, July
4. No problem on Saturday or Sunday, just
Friday, the 4th. Kelly Drive is the main
route of access and egress for emergency
vehicles into and out of the city, particularly
the Art Museum area. With all the 4th of
July activity around the Art Museum, Kelly
Drive is closed and no parking permitted is
along Boathouse Row. That's an
inconvenience for the local people but not a
show stopper.
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Last year the 4th fell on a Wednesday, so
did not affect the regatta. But local
Homeland Security decided a few days
before July 4 that Kelly Drive had to be
completely closed off because of a
heightened threat alert. This year, the Park
and police are saying it is out of their hands
and they won’'t know until a few days in
advance, but it may not be possible to get to
the Canoe Club on Friday, July 4. | was able
to speak to a senior official at local
Homeland Security and she confirms this.

There is the distinct possibility that all the
4th of July activities will be moved to the
Independence Hall area, in which case the
problem goes away completely and we
could hold the regatta on July 4, 5 & 6. But
we won't know for several weeks. | will let
you know as soon as | hear. We will have to
make a final decision by mid-April.” - Clete
Graham

Upcoming Races

May 4 City Championships (HS)
May 9-10 Dad Vail (Colleges)

May 11 Dr. White Regatta (HS)
May 16-17 Stotesbury Cup (HS)

May 31 Catch the Cooper (Masters)

FRAgments

Ahsan Igbal has returned to the club! Last
we knew, he was coaching the national team
in Pakistan... The brain drain to Whitemarsh
(i.e. Fairmount North) continues. Jerry
Dudley is the latest to go. Also up there are
Steve Whalen, Bob Smith, and Ed Fox...
Captain Toland has painted all the club’s
oars, and even has painted some of the
members’ private oars..Steve Malloys
mom passed away on March 28. The obit is
at http://www.legacy.com/philly/Death
Notices.asp?Page=LifeStory&PersonlD=10
6577609...Swiss Frank Biller reports that
“Martin Hobi who rowed for Fairmount
from September to October 2006, won a
bronze medal at U-23 Worlds in 2007, has
earned the stroke seat in the Swiss LM4-
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that will race to qualify for the Olympics in
Beijing this year. It will be a very young
crew that will go against stiff competition,
however, chances are in tact. On Boathouse
Row Martin is best known not for his
performance when he stroked his LM4-
through the field at U-23 Worlds, but rather
for a much publicized performance within
the historical walls of Penn A.C.'s locker
room in Fall 2006. His heroics have not only
made him the daily talk of the ‘camp boys' in
Princeton but moreover destroyed the clean
and proper picture of well-behaved Swiss
athletes, established by Swiss Frank in four
years of hard work leading up to it.” Al
Wachlin saved a drowning dog at the risk of
getting bit... Welcome to new coxswain
Monica Bersani. “5 and 6, you're in. 5 and
6, you're in! 5 AND 6, YOU'RE IN !!! Oh,
wait...”

Captain’s Corner

by Tom Toland

Mike Irwin started coaching FRA a couple
weeks ago. Mike will have the folks
interested in racing practicing Tuesdays,
Thursdays in smaller boats (2x and 4x) and
Sundays in larger boats (4+ when we can, or
eight). We will do technical workouts
during the week and more competitive
workouts on weekends. We are looking to
make Sundays very competitive by doing
some seat racing. As Spring progresses
Mike will begin to put us into the boat
combinations for race season. We will try to
avoid the "practice for the first time together
on the way to the starting line".

Most of the sculls have been numbered. | am
requesting that the new sculls numbered
from 19 to 31 are to be used by the racing
members of FRA. Those folks not racing,
please use the older sculls. | screwed-up the
painting of the new blades. | used the wrong
type of paint, so | will be re-painting.
Thanks toJohn Krajewski and Monica
Bersonifor all their help painting.

We have 3 new Hudson singles. Each is
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marked for usage. TheMcDonough
heavyweight andMuldowney mid-weight
are both general use club boats, in excellent
condition.

We are missing several sculls and seats from
boats. Please keep all the doors and gates
shut tightly. If you see anyone in the club
and you don't know who they are ask for ID.
Or ask them to leave.

There are reports of people tossing empty
water bottles into the  Episcopal
locker/closet. Molly Konopka spends a lot
of time every evening and weekend
mornings cleaning up after her kids and all

the other crap that gets left behind by other
people (yes, even FRA members). Please
don't be so rude as to assume all the water
bottles are her responsibility. Put the bottles
in the recycle container. And whoever
threw the Episcopal table, being stored
inside the up-river boat bay, outside onto
Episcopal's oars, please don't do it again. If
you are not happy with the arrangements at
FRA then | suggest you find another club to
row out of. If you don't own it, don't touch
it.

Please note, my email changed over a year
ago: tjtoland@comcast.net.



