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Threepeat for Castellan
at CRASH-B

Fairmount’'sJim Castellan won the World
Erg Championship in the Men’s 60-64
category for the third straight year on Feb.
24 at the CRASH-Bs in Boston. His time of
6:39.2 won by nearly 15 seconds over 1968
Olympic Single Sculls finalist John Van
Blom. Guy Iverson came in #in 7:08.9.

FRA 2007 Junior of the Yedroren Mead
finished sixth of 201 among Junior Men
with a time of 6:15.5. Fairmounters also
took 4T and 58' among heavyweights, and
57th in the lightweight category. In the
Junior Women’s categoryKirsten Van
Fossentook seventh of 200 in 7:19.6, and
Guy's daughteKristen Iverson took 34",

Jim Castellan described his race fohe
Log. “Unfortunately as the second place
time shows, this years' competition was less
difficult than the last two years due to
weather and injury. Last year's?28 3"
place medalists couldn't make it. Paul
Hendershott due to his Friday flight
cancellation with the Midwest/New England
snow storm and Tom Hinsby due to an eye
problem suffered at December's BIRC in the
UK.

| went out at a 6:40 pace with the plan to
finish a little below that unless there was
someone close after the first 500 pressing
me. If so, | would have pressed a little
harder in the middle 1000 and hoped to have
something left to finish up well. But Plan B
wasn't necessary.

It's been a long season on the erg. I'm
looking forward to easing off the intensity

and total work while catching up on several
of my other backlogged projects and some
travel. Since turning 60, it seems the Grim
Reaper takes a second or so off my 2k
cardiovascular capacity every few months. |
suppose I'll keep at it another year if my
body holds up although I'll be 64 and having
to face all those 60 year old youngsters
coming up. (Tell Swiss Frank | look forward

to racing him on the erg when he turns 60 in
about 25 years.) ;-)”

Obituary
by Sally A. DowneyPhiladelphia Inquirer Feb.
23

Charles F. Kain

Charles F. Kain, 91, of Havertown, a retired
engineer and former champion rower, died
Tuesday at his home.
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R
Cadet Charlie Kain and future wife Helene, ~1944-45

Mr. Kain grew up in Fairmount and
graduated from Roman Catholic High
School in Philadelphia. He earned a
bachelor's degree in engineering from
Villanova University at age 19. In 1975, he
received an award from Villanova for his
contributions to the engineering profession.

During World War 11, he served in the Army
Air Corps, and flew 35 missions over France
and Germany as a havigator on B-17
bombers.

In 1948, Mr. Kain cofounded Kain &

Hooven Associates, which later became
Zenith Engineers Inc. in Ardmore. The
firm's clients included the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia, the Pennsylvania Department
of Transportation, the City of Philadelphia,
and several municipalities in the mid-
Atlantic states. After retiring from his firm

in the mid-1990s, he continued to do
consulting work. He was past president of
the Pennsylvania Society of Professional
Engineers.

He served on the board of the Llanerch Fire
Company and was a member of the
Archdiocesan Cemetery Commission.

For more than 70 years, Mr. Kain was a
member of the Fairmount Rowing
Association. He rowed competitively for
the club from 1936 until 1952, with time out
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for military service, and won eight national
championships. He was a past vice
commodore of the Schuylkill Navy, and was
the author of the second volume of the
history of the Schuylkill Navy.

An accomplished golfer, Mr. Kain shot a
hole-in-one on the 17th green of the
Llanerch Country Club, where he was a
member for 48 years. He enjoyed mountain
climbing and hiking in New England and
Colorado.

Mr. Kain is survived by sons Michael,

Stephen and Thomas; daughters Helen Galli,
Joan Gail, Catherine Donegan, Elizabeth
Tell, and Mary Eileen Nash; a sister; 29
grandchildren; and 13 great-grandchildren.
His wife of 63 years, Helene McElwee Kain,

died in 2007. A son, Christopher, died in

2005.

A Funeral Mass will be said at 11 a.m. today
at St. Laurence Church, which Mr. Kain's
firm helped to construct, 8245 West Chester
Pike, Upper Darby. Friends may call from
9:30. Burial will be in SS. Peter and Paul
Cemetery, Marple Township.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in his
memory to St. Laurence Church. On-line
condolences at www.donohuefuneralhome.
com.

Winter 2008 Erging
Report

by Frank Biller

Erging is not everyone’s bag, including
myself. Of course there is the occasional
exception of ergomaniacs, likeCurt
Kaufmann or Jim Castellan, and they
probably both have their legitimate reasons
for doing so.

However, whether you like it or not,
“medals are won in the Winter and collected
in the Spring,” regardless of whether ergs do
float or not. And — if you actually erg like a
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rower and avoid rowing like an erger, you
might even be able to learn a thing or two
during erg season.

For example connection through a long
patient drive. Keeping the balls of the feet
connected (read pressed) against the
footstretcher, without needing the straps to
prevent you from falling over backwards.
Try it out. If you got no problem to keep the
feet on, taking your regular stroke, including
recovery, you are a boat mover. If your feet
come off all the way, you are an anchor —
very simple.

We started out with a respectable group of
regular ergers, sometimes up to eight people,
including Rebeccaour Coxswain, (Yes, it

is embarrassing when the cox has more erg
miles than most of the eight...) and often we

were creative about things. One of the most
important things is to show up and train, that
makes 75% of your performance. The

content of training programs is generally

overrated at our level, however, actually

having one is more important — and we did —
and it worked.

The first erg test mid January was a disaster.
It became obvious that none of us trained as
much as the program said, but we still had
time to make up and we did. The goal was
the Mainline Slide on February”‘S SO
almost a month left. At this point we all set
personal goals on what we want to achieve.
And we did!

The Mainline Slide had eight Fairmounters
erging for glory as well as a respectable
support crowd. Four regulars were injured
but supported from the sidelines. Results as
follows:

Age 30-39
1. Frank Biller 6:26.9
2. Greg Stefan Jr. 6:46.6
3.Jim Hankee 7:06.4
Age 40-49
4. Paul Sweeney 7:02.8

March 2008

Age 50-59
8. Dan Lutz 7:50.2
Age 60-69

1.Jim Castellan
trip to CRASH B'’s)
2. Guy lverson

6:38.1 (free
7:10.7

Age 70-79

1.Ed Boyle 7:46.6

Others chose to participate one day later (or
couldn’t get enough) in the newly created

event organized by Drexel University, the

Center City Slam, results there were:

Age 30-39

1. Frank Biller 6:29.3

Age 40-49

1. Joe Kieffer 6:51.5
Analysis

Looking at other results from events up and
down the East coast and eventually
analyzing our top competitors, one can
assume the following benchmarks for 2k
times:

30-39 40-50 50-55 56-60
Excellent sub sub sub sub
6:20 6:25 6:30 6:35
Very 6:21- 6:26- 6:31- 6:36-
Good 6:30 6:35 6:40 6:45
Good 6:31- 6:36- 6:41- 6:46-
6:40 6:45 6:50 6:55
OK 6:41- 6:46- 6:51- 6:56-
6:55 7:01 7:05 7:10

Granted that these are very tough time
standards, however, it is what it is. If you
want to win on a regular basis, you need a
certain combination of the above in your
boat. Of course you won't find all
“Excellents or Very Goods” in any club, but
an “OK” eight is only an OK eight. It might
look nice and feel good but won't win.
Hence, expectations have to be lowered and
training increased.
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Also, keep in mind that these times do not
reflect weight or bladework (technique),
however, | am under the impression that we
could improve there as well.

Potato Party #5

Al and Joan Wachlin's 5" Annual Potato
Party was Feb. 2. A Mummers band played
and there was dancing. Below are pix by
John Krajewski.

Charlie Bracken and Tom Dowd in matching colors.

Mr. and Mrs. Tom McLaughlin with Becca Calvert.
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Sam and Teresa Bell plus the back of one of their
kids’ head.

Bob Lippa, John Willemin, John Gaughan, and Mark
Jones.

Dan and Bob Beaty.
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The Mummers band putting on their costumes in the
boat bay.

Debbie Gaughan, Mike Bowers, Curt and Ginny
Kaufmann. Curt was home on leave.

Curt, Al Wachlin, the Krmpotiches of Penn AC, and
John Krajewski.

The Carlin Room ceiling must have been leaking
again.
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Joan Wachlin.

Vicki and Russ Abbey.

Changes at the IRA

By Ed Hewitt, row2K.com, Feb. 15. Excerpted
by Joe Kieffer.

This is an excerpt from aww.row2k.com
cover article regarding the future of men’s
collegiate rowing and the IRA.

Over the past several months, committees
composed of coaches and administrators
from Steward and non-Steward schools from
"both coasts" debated the future of the
regatta toward establishing standards for
competition, participation, and more. Such
was the atmosphere coming into the
November 27 meeting. It is important to
understand that neither the coaches nor the
ECAC will decide the fate of the regatta;
this will continue to fall, at least for now, to
the administrators of the aforementioned
Steward schools. Everything and anything
coming from the coaches group must be
considered a recommendation at this time.
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This may change in the future, as | will
explain.

To cut finally to the chase, the committees
and subsequently the coaches at the meeting
produced the following recommendations to
the Stewards; | will do my best to provide
some context as | understand it after each
line item as appropriate. We recommended
that...

1. ..the IRA (the organization not the
regatta) expand membership by extending
invitations to all Division 1 Varsity

Programs. Explanation: The Stewards

would effectively be dissolved, and a new
association comprised of all DI varsity
programs who accepted the invitation would
be formed to govern the regatta going
forward.

2. ...any further expansion to other NCAA
Divisions and Club Programs be decided on
by the new organization.
Explanation: the issues regarding club
participation would be decided by the new,
more inclusive group, not by the current
five-school Stewards group

3. ..membership in the IRA be a
prerequisite for participation in the IRA
National Championship Regatta but not a
guarantee of entry. Explanation: only

members of the association are eligible to
compete for the national championship;
however, crews must still qualify for the
regatta based on  competitiveness..

4. ..the primary purpose of the IRA
National Championship Regatta should be to
crown the National Champion, which will
be the winner of the Varsity Eight.

5. ..the secondary purpose of the IRA
National Championship Regatta should be to
determine a Team Points Champion.
Explanation: items 4 and 5 together can be
read to maintain the primacy of the Varsity

Eight as the most important event; this may
be in part a response to avoid the trend in
women's rowing to crown the National
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Champion solely as a team trophy.
6. ..the IRA National Championship
Regatta include the following events:

Varsity Eight, Second Varsity Eight,
Freshman Eight, and Fours event. All of
these events would count toward the Team
Championship.

7. ...the field should consist of 24 Varsity
Eights, 18 Second Varsity Eights, 18
Freshman Eights, 18 FoursExplanation:

items 6 and 7 together will reduce the IRA
program to four events of three eights and
one four, eliminating the large number of
small boat events now currently contested.

8. ...Crews should qualify for the IRA

Regatta by a combination of automatic
gualifiers and at-large bids. Given the
complexity of establishing a qualification

system, and to get it right, we asked the
Stewards for more time to study this issue
and present a recommendation at a later
date.

9. ..the Stewards strongly consider
including a Men's and Women's Lightweight
Eight in the ChampionshipsExplanation:
items 8 and 9 would seem to be self-
explanatory; the men's and women's
lightweight groups have been charged with
reviewing the structure of their own
championships within the IRA format as
well.

To recap, the recommendations hope to:

Establish a new association consisting of
DI varsity programs

Charge the new organization with

further review of the issues, particularly

those concerning the  minimum

standards of participation in the National
Championship regatta

Dramatically reduce the size of the

regatta

Establish a qualification system for the
championship
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Maintain the presence of lightweight
rowing at the championship

The Club Issue

As we might expect, the fate of club
programs was the source of the most
concern at the meeting (and the most heated
debate, according to second-hand reports).
Several points emerge, some of which | have
touched on above:

Programs like Michigan and Virginia
have proven themselves to be
competitive at past IRAs, and
eliminating these programs could reduce
the overall competitiveness of the
regatta.

Many coaches believe that clubs
represent the best avenue for growth in
the sport; at the same time, many are
concerned that the attraction of saving a
lot of money by downgrading current
varsity programs will prove to be too
attractive to athletic departments, if they
can compete for a national
championship anyway.

Many club programs are not subject to
the same administrative oversight that
are varsity programs; the general sense
after the meeting as | perceive it after
talking to several people is that
establishing some oversight for these
programs is probably achievable, and
club programs have been asked to
present possibilities to this end. It is not
certain that this will be enough to satisfy
the need for a sufficient minimum
standard among athletic directors,
however.

Reischman (Syracuse Head Coach) said,
"There wasn't a coach in the room that did
not want the clubs to be included in the
regatta. If we can come up with a way that
will work, I'min."
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Fairmount Foto Fun

Name this young man:

Last month’'s picture wasTom Toland.
Ann Silverberg andDan Knecht correctly
IDed him.

Letters to the Editor

It is my belief that that long-haired fellow
from 1974 rowing a pair is none other than
our beloved captaifiom Toland!

Dan Knecht

*kkkk

Greetings, We finally arrived at our
destination in Kuwait late last night (Sun). It
was a long trip. We left Topeka, KS
Saturday evening and flew directly to
Leipzig, Germany. Had about a 1.5 hr.
layover and then on to Kuwait City. We had
to offload our gear which was quite an
operation. There were about 260 people on
our plane and the gear filled up about 2.5
tractor trailers which then had to be
unloaded at our new home which was about



The Fairmount Log 8

a 2 hr bus ride from the airport. It was very
long day. Our new home consists of a huge
tent with about 65 people living in it. The
females are housed separately. We have
latrines and separate shower facilities.

Curt Kaufmann, Feb. 18

Greetings All, Sorry about my last update. |
got cut off before | could finish. The Internet
service here is terrible (war IS hell) but |
hope it will get better when | move on. We
are scheduled to move on to Taji, which is
just north of Baghdad, somewhere between
26-29 Feb and the sooner the better. The
wind has been blowing for the last three
days, so we are in a constant dust storm,
although I'm sure it could be much worse.
And the group living arrangement is starting
to get on people's nerves a little. There are
always those who think that everyone wants
to hear the sound track of whatever DVD
they are watching. But, again, things could
be worse. This place is amazing. All the
electricity is produced by diesel generators
which dot the base like spots on a dalmation.
There are shower facilities but all the water
is trucked in and we are strongly encouraged
to take "combat showers," which consist of
1) getting wet, 2) turning off the water, 3)
lathering up and 4) turning the water on and
rinsing off. | had previous experience with
this in the RV, where we did it the same way
and it isn't really a problem although |
daresay that my daughter would not be
happy with such an arrangement. I'm sure
some of our females are having a problem
with it which is one more reason why they
shouldn't be here. I'm happy to have any
kind of shower. There is no sewer system of
course, so I'm assuming that the waste water
from the showers is trucked out although |
haven't seen this done yet. | was fortunate
enough the other day to be interrupted by the
"honey dipper" as | was mid way through
my "business." The food is good. We eat in
a mess hall that was a gift from the Kuwaiti
government. It looks brand new and is
staffed by Kuwaitis (or some other similar
looking people) who wear these adorable
vests with a sparkling white shirt and a bow
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tie. It is about a half mile walk which is kind
of a pain. You can take a shuttle bus if you
are really lazy, but | haven't got that bad yet.
There is also a gym which is much nicer
than the one at Ft. Riley, but alas, no ergs.
They also have a PX which is adequate for
the necessities and a bit more and of course
there is the usual Burger King, Starbucks
and a few others. | do think we have been in
this part of the world a little too long. We
have done very little training here. We had a
couple of classes yesterday and haven't done
a thing the other 3 days. | do think they have
stuff scheduled for the rest of the time with
the grand finale being a day on the firing
range on Monday. Thanks for all your e-
mails. If | had decent Internet access, |
could probably answer each of them
individually because | certainly have the
time. So long for now and I'll try and right
again when we get to Taji, unless something
really earth shattering occurs, which | don't
think is very likely.

Curt, Feb. 21

Greetings, The Internet service here is no
better than in Kuwait, so my time is limited.
We arrived at Camp Liberty, which is near
Baghdad, yesterday. The flight from Kuwait
was interesting. We were on a C-130
transport with our gear. It was about an hour
flight and when they land at Baghdad Intll,
they don't use the long gradual descent
method. They kind of drop the aircraft on
the runway (as much as possible) to limit the
possibilities of taking a surface to air
missile. It was quite a sensation. They
handed out airsickness bags before we took
off that were smaller than a business sized
envelope. Some people asked for two but
there were no "events." Camp Liberty is
guite a change from Kuwait. For one thing
we traded sand for mud. | had to slog about
.5 mile to get to the Internet Cafe. Thank
God the Army did away with boots that have
to be shined and uniforms that are supposed
to be pressed. There is actually vegetation
here, which makes it a lot different than
Kuwait. | still can't figure out what those
camels ate. We are still in tents, but they are
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smaller and we actually have wall lockers
which add a little privacy and helps deaden
the sound of others farting and snoring. We
also have "real" toilets, which are actually
trailers, but that is OK, | was very happy to
see "porcelain" again. There are also shower
trailers. Don't know if water here is trucked
in or not. I'm guessing it isn't. Last night
when | went to brush my teeth, there was a
"local" washing his feet in the sink. When |
tried to tell him there was a shower next
door to do that, he either didn't understand
me, or pretended not to. Toto, we are not in
Kansas anymore. This place is basically a
zoo, made dangerous by the fact that people
are walking around with weapons AND
ammunition, which hasn't happened until
now. It reminds me of going to a gun show
in Michigan, only everyone is armed. Nice.
We have been warned that there could be
rocket attacks because of some thing that is
going on politically, which | can't be too
concerned about at this time (the politics
that is) Sleeping in tents is not the ideal
place to be in the event of a rocket attack, so
| guess it comes down to "How lucky do you
feel, Punk?" They have this amazing maze
of 10" high concrete barriers around our tent
city. There doesn't seem to be much of a
threat of car bombings. I'd guess that they
would run out of gas before they got here.
This place is huge. I'd feel a lot better if the
concrete was over our heads. The main
dining facility is also rather impressive. As
someone said last night, it is like being on a
cruise ship. Those of you who have done
that know what I'm talking about. They have
also installed an "auxiliary roof' over the
DFAC. This is to slow down incoming
artillery rounds before they go through the
roof of the actual DFAC. DFACs are big
targets for these types of events. | think the
insurgents looked at the size of the average
Gl and figured that the DFAC was a good
place to get them. You can literally eat 24/7,
so | can't disagree with their thinking. |
appreciate everyone's communications, but
as | said before, | don't have a lot of Internet
time and can't answer each one. It's a shame
because | have plenty of time. We are
scheduled to leave here for Taji on Friday
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evening and are essentially "screwing the
pooch" until then. | suspect that Taji will be
12 more days of the same with lots of "death
by powerpoint” thrown in. I'm hoping the
Internet thing will improve there. When |
look around here and see all the money that
is being (mis)spent, it pisses me off that they
can't provide descent internet service. I'm
sure if they limited everyone to three
"squares" a day, that would pay for it.
Having to spend $12 dollars a day ($26 a
week) for horrible Internet is
unconscionable. Write your Congressman!
Stay tuned for more updates.

Curt, Feb. 27

Racing Results

Main Line Slide
Feb. 9, Villanova

Master Men (30-39)

Place _LasFirst Affiliation Time Cat
1 Biller Frank Fairmount RA 6:26.9
2 Stefan GregFairmount RA 6:46.6
3 Hankee Jim Fairmount RA 7:06.4

4 Berkelbach George Unaffiliated 7:32.1

Senior Men (40-49)
1 Wegryn Richard University BC 6:48.3

2 Walker Fred Whitemarsh BC 6:52.0
3 McGuinn Steve TRASH-B 7:01.5
4 Sweeney PauFairmount RA  7:02.8
5 Bean Andrew Unaffiliated 7:08.3
6 Phillips Jonathan Unaffiliated  7:54.1
7 Garzillo Jonathan Unaffiliated  8:19.4
Veteran Men A (50-59)

1 Cook Alex University BC 6:52.7

2 McNulty Charles McNulty Landscaping 7:05.5
3 Morris Cooper Vesper BC 7:14.0
4 Sinemus Andrew Summit YMCA7:16.0 Lwt

5 Brossman Bill Navesink River  7:21.3

6 Galanakis Costas CRC 7:25.6

7 Oliver Joe Unaffiliated 7:35.2

8 Lutz Dan Fairmount RA 7:50.2

9 Harris John Unaffiliated 7:52.0

10 Mallon Chris Sagamore RA 7:59.7 Lwt
11 Harris Monty Unaffiliated 12:39.1
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Veteran Men B (60-69)
1 Castellan Jamedairmount RA 6:38.1

2 lverson Guy Fairmount RA 7:10.7

3 Ruddick Lease Carnegie Lake  7:25.5

4 Linsky Bruce PRPD 7:36.8
Veteran Men C (70-79)

1 Boyle Edward Fairmount RA  7:46.6

2 Bergman Don Carnegie Lake 8:50.2 Lwt
Center City Slam

Feb. 10

Men's Masters (A&B)

Biller Frank (A) Fairmount 6:29.3

Perkins Brian (A) Temple Alumni 6:51.3
Kiefer Joe (B) Fairmount 6:51.5
Kowalik Steve (B) Resurrection RC 6:53.4

Orts Eric (B) unaffiliated 7:18.8
Dove Steve (B) unaffiliated 7:29.6
Connor Larry M (A) unaffiliated 7:37.0

CRASH-B World Erg Championships
Feb. 24, Boston

Veteran Men (Age 60-64)

Place _Name Club Time

1 Castellan, JimFairmount RA  6:39.2
2 Van Blom, John Long Beach RA 6:54.1

3 Jones, Daniel Unaffiliated 6:55.6
4 Dargin, lan Saquish RC 6:55.7
5 Curtis, Dick Salisbury School  7:04.7

6 Knight, Frank Sledgehammer RC 7:08.7
7 lverson, Guy Fairmount RA 7:08.9
8 Ajello, Bob Roaring Brook AC  7:09.0

9 Rawls, Tom Forum Flyers 7:18.0
10 Keating, James F. Union BC ~ 7:18.3
11 Drake, Tom Unaffiliated 7:18.5

12 Bernard, Joe Merrimack Rvr RA 7:24.7

13 O'Brien, Gregory Unaffiliated 7:31.7

14 Womack-Kalla, Dennis Unaffil. 7:50.1

15 Inglis, Andrew Concord Rec.  7:53.2

16 Helgestad, Trond Arne Skullerud Sportssenter

(Oslo) 7:55.1
17 Thompson, Bill Narragansett BC 8:30.6
18 Hand, Bob Concept2, GBR 8:36.9

Junior Men - selected

1 Schoof, Lauritz Johannes C2 Germany 5:57.5
2 Koloc, Jakub VK KONDOR 6:07.3

3 Reswow, Andrew Greenwich 6:09.4

4 Vicari, Giuseppe Canottieri Ravenna 6:13.4

5 Rydevik, Gustav Greenwich 6:14.8

6 Mead, Loren Episcopal Acad.-Pa 6:15.5

7 Silveira, lan St. Mary's Prep 6:16.5
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8 Busche, John Chesapeake Boaths. 6:19.0
9 Heyde, Aaron Burnt Hills RA  6:19.1

10 Williams, Patrick Junipero Serra HS 6:19.2
41 Young, Brian Episcopal Acad.-Pa 6:33.1
50 Sullivan, Connor Episcopal Acad. 6:35.0
201 Malik, Umer Derryfield Schl  8:21.7

Lightweight Junior Men - selected

1 Amico, Allan West Side RC 6:21.2

2 Lawaetz Bendtsen, Andrej Arhus 6:23.2

3 Meyer, Austin Shaker RA 6:25.4

4 Bax, Nick St. Albans 6:27.4

5 Arriaga, Alberto REMOMEXICO 6:28.2

6 Nase, Tyler La Salle College HS 6:29.2

7 Brooks, A.J. Newport Aquatic Center 6:32.3

8 Larsen, Mathias Odder 6:33.0
9 Rubert, Alex Chaminade HS 6:33.2
10 Nesel, Thomas Shaker RA 6:33.7

57 Lee, AlexanderFairmount RA 6:53.5
195 Knesal, DJ Burnt Hills RA 10:05.8

Junior Women - selected

1 Gobbo, Tessa Nrthfld. Mt. Hermon 6:56.5

2 Bar, Carina Concept2 Team Germany 6:57.6
3 Felix, Cristina Long Beach Jr. Crew 7:09.1

4 Hamrick, Molly Plant High RA  7:13.9

5 Quist, Rikke Bagsveerd 7:16.3

6 Hoffman, Shannon Unaffiliated 7:17.0

7 Van Fossen, KirstenMoorestown RC 7:19.6
8 Oleshansky, Bryna Oak Ridge RA 7:20.0

9 Reelick, Kelsey GMS RC 7:21.4

10 Moscati, Margaret Maritime RC 7:22.5

34 Iverson, Kristen Fairmount RA 7:39.2

200 Klinger, Ashton Sledgehammer RC 9:47.8

Mark Your Calendars

March 22 Spring Cleanup

Upcoming Races

April 6 Manny Flick #3

April 13 Manny Flick #4

April 19 Kerr Cup

April 20 Manny Flick #5

April 26 Adams Cup and Bergen
Cup

April 27 Catholic League

Championships
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FRAgments

Kristen Iverson is headed to the University

of Alabama rowing team in the fall.
According to a press release, “lverson rows
for Joe Sullivan at both South Jersey
Rowing Club and Shawnee High School.
She led the Shawnee Novice 8 boat to an
undefeated regular season as a sophomore.
As a junior she helped the Varsity 8 qualify
for the national championships. Iverson also
swims for Shawnee, earning four varsity
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letters. A National Honor Society officer, he
earned Magna Cum Laude honors in the
National Latin Exam in 2006. A native of
Medford, N.J., she is the daughter Gliy
and Ginnie Iverson” ... Potomac Boat
Club’s David Challinor, one of the original
“Golden Eight” members, died on March 5.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
donations be made to the: David Challinor
Fellowship in Reproductive Sciences,
National Zoological Park, P.O. Box 37012
MRC: 5516, Washington, DC 20013-7012.

Fairmount LOGic

Philadelphia Inquirer July 23, 1913.



The Fairmount Log 12

Schuylkill Navy News

A sinecure sinks on the Schuylkill
by Daniel RubinPhiladelphia Inquirer Feb. 14

It was the sound bite that got me - Gavin
White, the coach of Temple men's crew,
telling NBC10, "We've won the National
Championship 21 times in the last 25 years.
Then all of a sudden, you're out. Put out of
your boathouse with no notice."

His boathouse?

At first blush, this seemed like a familiar

story in Philadelphia - lack of city funds

imperil landmark. In this case, the

Department of Licenses and Inspections
fences off a dilapidated Kelly Drive building

just days before the start of the Schuylkill
rowing season.

Those hurt most are students. Four schools
base their programs at the East Park Canoe
House and must now scramble to find places
to stow and launch their shells.

But it's not anyone's boathouse. The 1915
building - the first one downriver of the
Strawberry Mansion Bridge - is the property
of Fairmount Park, whose chief of staff,
Barry Bessler, concedes, "We have not had
the resources to put into the building to
make it all that it can be."

You wonder, with the roof leaking for about
15 years, according to Phil Roche, crew
coach for Father Judge High School, why
the city checked the place only now.

But dig in a little, and the story seems like a
different familiar Philadelphia tale - one of
the little arrangements that make do for
years. Until the roof actually falls in.

Turns out, not one of the four schools pays
any rent.

Which brings us back to Temple.
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How is it that the university, with all those

national championships and a $200 million
endowment, has been using the city
boathouse free for 42 years?

A university spokesman says Temple once
talked with the city about a lease but didn't
agree on terms.

Free is a better deal. Lease of a boathouse
goes for between $10,000 and $20,000 a
year, says Clete Graham, commodore of the
Schuylkill Navy, the athletic association that
oversees rowing on the river.

A fraction of that amount would have helped
maintain the building. Graham notes that not
having to pay rent allows programs to put
their money into new equipment, which is
nice.

That sort of rent is way beyond the means of

North Catholic and Father Judge. There,

parents and alums, not the archdiocese, pay
for most of the rowing programs.

"These are all blue-collar people,” said
North Catholic crew coach Liz Bergen.
"Mom and Dad are both working, if there is
a mom and dad."

The fourth tenant is a little better off.

Locked out, La Salle College High School in
Cheltenham managed to find a new place for
its boats at the Whitemarsh Boat Club in
Conshohocken. The rent is yet to be
determined.

How have these schools squatted for so long
on the river?

Not for the city's lack of asking, says
Bessler. "We have attempted to work with
the institutions that currently occupy this
facility over the years to formalize a lease-
tenant relationship to no avail."

La Salle's spokesman, Chris Carabello,
doesn't remember it that way. "No one asked
us to pay,” he said. La Salle has been in the
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building since 1994. He said the school was
not complaining about getting the boot.

"We accepted the fact we were there under
the terms we were under.”

He did predict that the city will insist on
leases and rent when repairs are made. A
structural review has been ordered, and the
city has told the schools to find other
arrangements for up to two years as work
goes on.

"Certainly the argument can be made by the
city that a public boathouse should be
available to the public schools," Carabello
said.

The city schools don't have a rowing
program. But the district is thinking of
starting one.

There's money for equipment, said
spokesman Fernando Gallard, but they've
had some difficulty finding a spot on the
water.

I think | know of a place that might do.
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BECOME A VOLUNTEER LAUNCH
DRIVER

Help to support our Kids, Colleges, Masters
and Other Rowers! The Schuylkill Navy is
sponsoring an instructional launch-driving
course. Learn the ins and outs of driving a
launch and basic mechanics. After training
you'll be able to race down the Schuylkill
with a US Rowing Referee in your boat.
THIS is the most exciting way to watch the
races!!!

The Course requires a two-evening
commitment and must be 16 years of age.
2008 Course Dates are as follows:

March 18 & 20 at 6:30 pm
All classes will meet at Sedgeley Boathouse
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Thank you for supporting rowing!
Marty Mirabal
Vice Commodore, Schuylkill Navy
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US Rowing Governance Proposal

USRowing is proposing changes to their
governance. These proposals will be voted
on on July 19, 2008. Full details can be
found at:

http://www.usrowing.org/AboutUSRowing/
Governance/08govchang.aspx



