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FRA at the Charles 
by  John Krajewski 
 
Here are some pics from the Head of the 
Charles.  As expected, temps were cooler 
than down here, but we did have sunshine. 
The wind picked up on Sunday. 
 

 
The Masters 50+ 8+. 

 

 
The Masters 50+ 4+. L-r Joe Kieffer, John Krajewski, 

?, Tom Owston Sr., and Tom McLaughlin. 
 

 
The Masters 50+ 8+. 

 

 
The stroke of the Navy Lightweight 8 was Steve 

Krajewski. 
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Navy Day Regatta 
by John Krajewski 
 
Here are a couple of pics from Navy Day.   
Our 4+ had a nice row - that's Joe's son 
Harrison Kieffer  who coxed us.  Ex-
Fairmounters Ed Fox and Steve Whalen, 
now rowing out of Whitemarsh, were in our 
race.  The Leathernecks were reunited!  
Bob's son Dan Beaty was there in case dad 
needed legal counsel.  The Midshipman on 
the left carrying the boat is my son Steve - 
he was in Navy's Light 8 V1. 
 

 
The Masters 4+. 

 

 
l-r: John Krajewski, Tom McLaughlin, Harrison 

Kieffer, Tom Owston Sr., Joe Kieffer. 
  

 
Leathernecks, l-r: Bob Smith, Jim Lang, Greg Stefan 

Sr., Bob Beaty. 
 

 
Dan and Bob Beaty. 

 
 
 

Officer Nominations 
 
Nominations for club officers for 2009.  The 
following members have been nominated: 
 
President:   John Willemin 
Vice-President:   Frank McAleer 

Joe Kieffer 
Treasurer:    Mike Breslin 
Financial Secretary:   Jim Sonzogni 
Captain:    Tom Greenwood 
Coxswain:    Molly Konopka 
Recording Secretary:   Lee Silverberg 
First Lieutenant:   John Krajewski 
Board of Directors:  Three seats available 
  

Red Sargent 
   Mike Bowers 

John Krajewski  
Vanja Buvac 

   Joe Kieffer 
   Molly Konopka 
   Tom Greenwood 
   Greg Stefan Sr.  
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Letters to the Editor 
    
Subject: UPDATE XXX   
 
Greetings from the Cradle of Civilization 
that will soon be "in my rear view mirror," 
Yes, there is excitement in the air. Most of 
our "replacements" arrived today, including 
mine, but I haven't met him yet. There is no 
hurry. We still haven't been told when we're 
leaving, but I can't imagine it will be more 
than a month. But let me back up to last 
week's events. There weren't any. Not 
entirely true, but close. With the end of 
Ramadan, and then the Eid feast, which 
apparently lasts a week, there wasn't a whole 
lot going on. I thought Eid was only three 
days, but it turns out that when Eid ends for 
the Sunnis, it starts for the Shia, or maybe 
it's the opposite, I forget, but the bottom line 
is that a three day feast becomes a six day 
feast and because the government can't 
discriminate between sects of Islam, it shuts 
down for the duration. I think the 
government is in various stages of shutdown 
for the whole year, but I won't go there. 
Anyway, it was quiet around here. Gave me 
a chance to begin my final assault on my 
million meter erg mission. Because I'm not 
sure exactly when we're leaving, I've 
stepped up the pace and have averaged over 
15K meters for the last six days. I also 
managed to crank out a 1 hr. piece that has 
me ranked #7 in the world for my age group. 
I don't think this will last long once the fall 
"water" season is over and everyone moves 
indoors. I also had the advantage of about a 
3/4 million meter training head start, but 
hey! everyone needs a hobby. I'm currently 
closing in on 800K meters. 
 
The lull in activity did not stop the convoy 
routine. I've been on two in the last week 
and missed one today because they finally 
started pay today. There were a lot of 
unhappy soldiers who had no money for the 
holidays. I finally made to the dump, 
officially the "landfill." I was told there was 
"millions of dollars" of stuff, and maybe 
there is, but it wasn't what I expected. I don't 

know how much radio mount for a 
HMMWV is worth, but if you use the 
thousand dollar hammer as a yardstick, there 
was a pile of those that could have been 
worth a $100,000. There was a lot of stuff 
like that. I was expecting to see whole 
HMMWV's and stuff, so it was rather 
disappointing. I grabbed one of those 
Rubbermaid buckets on wheels with the 
mop squeezer for one of the terps who said 
he wanted one. And I also grabbed a 6' step 
ladder for the guys who maintain our 
building, and do a great job by the way. 
They were a little rough in the beginning, 
but they have it down now. They'll even do 
your laundry if you leave it outside your 
door, but as Ginny will tell you, I'm very 
particular about my laundry and prefer to do 
it myself. I'm sure this surprises a lot of you 
who are familiar with the way I dress. One 
of the reasons for this convoy was to pick up 
more "tourists." This time it was a US 
civilian and three Danish (???!!!) officers. I 
guess they have to keep a few of these guys 
around so they can call this a "coalition." 
They were supposed to be here for part of 
the preparation for some training exercise 
that is supposed to take place in the next 
week or so. I'm betting it won't happen. 
They have trouble paying there soldiers so 
unless they can throw this little wing-ding 
for free, I don't see it happening. This was a 
Reeves deal, so naturally we sat around 
waiting for these "Great Danes" to show. I 
could feel the dark thoughts in the air as 15 
of us sat under a tree waiting for them to. 
The clincher came the next day when less 
than 24 hrs later we had to take them back to 
Warrior and that was the ONLY reason for 
the convoy. There was bad karma in the air 
again. I drew a bye on this one, which 
probably prevented a ruptured aorta. I don't 
know what these guys did, but I am very 
confident that the quality of this training 
exercise, if it happens, will be totally 
unaffected by that visit. 
 
The big news is our road trip with the CSM 
yesterday. The original plan was to go to his 
house and spend the night there which I was 
really looking forward to. But the plan  
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changed and we went to Erbil, the capital of 
Curtistan, instead. I was talking to CK today 
and he said the plan probably changed 
because he didn't have the money to feed us. 
The CSM said he was afraid that one of the 
kids would tell someone that Americans had 
stayed at his house, which would put his 
family in danger. This wasn't an issue when 
we were first formulating this plan, so 
maybe CK was right. He finally got paid 
today. Anyway, we left his office and 
stopped to change into civilian clothes 
behind a building. He was concerned about 
my New Balance sneakers, which were a 
dead giveaway for me being an American, 
as if the rest of the "package" wasn't. There 
was talk of going to buy a cheap pair of Iraqi 
shoes. I'm thinking to myself, "Gee, what a 
cool souvenir from Iraq." Anyway, this 
wasn't instilling a great deal of confidence in 
the outcome of this little adventure. Then I 
was told I couldn't wear my sunglasses and 
when we went through checkpoints, I was to 
pull my Detroit Red Wings baseball hat 
down over my eyes and pretend I was 
sleeping. Perfect. Anyway, off we went to 
Erbil, about an hour north of here. Elvis and 
I were jammed in the back of this POS 
Mitsubishi "extended cab" pickup and Nebo, 
our terp, and the CSM were in front. We 
made it all the way to the Erbil check point 
where we turned back. I was LOL because it 
went from trying not to look like Americans, 
to "but officer, we have Americans with us." 
But no dice, they wouldn't let us go. The 
problem was that the truck didn't have the 
proper registration, which didn't surprise me. 
It belongs to the base and has a 10 year old 
license plate from Oman on it. It did surprise 
me that Iraqis pay any attention to such 
things, but these weren't Iraqis, which I 
think may have been another problem. CK 
said they probably wouldn't let him through 
because he was an Arab, Americans or no 
Americans, they don't like Arabs in 
Kurdistan. Doesn't bode well for a "national 
army," but I won't go there either. He did 
have Iraqi army ID with him. Anyway, we 
drove back towards Kirkuk by way of a 
quaint little village and took some pictures. 
People looked at us, me in particular, Elvis 

was looking more "Iraqi-like," like we were 
from another planet. I'm guessing they don't 
get a lot of tourists there. We were armed by 
the way. I felt like an under cover cop with 
my Gloch stuck in the back of my pants. 
From there we went to a restaurant in 
Kirkuk where people knew the CSM by 
name and had the "mother of all feasts." I 
didn't eat again until breakfast this morning 
but was remarkably free of any 
"gastrointestinal distress." Then we walked 
through the old market place trying to find 
something worth buying and was easily 
"packable." We weren't very successful. 
They did have some nice rugs, made in 
Turkey according to Nebo. Very few things 
are made in Iraq. Even most of the IED's are 
imported. They were nice, but not that cheap 
and certainly not "packable." The CSM 
haggled prices with the proprietor, despite 
the fact that he didn't have any money. 
(Elvis and I bought lunch. It was about $10 
apiece, no bar bill) I don't know if he was 
working on him for a return visit, or he just 
does this for fun, but it was a rather 
animated discussion and guessing by the 
tone of voice, I'd say there were some 
unpleasantries exchanged. Then we were 
off, but not before stopping so the CSM 
could run in and get me a six pack. I gave 
him the equivalent of $5.He asked me how 
many I wanted and I told him as many as 
you can get for $5. He came back with 4 
16oz cans of Tuborg (Danish beer, but 
brewed in Turkey) and two lemons, which 
I'm sure I can put to good use. The beer was 
pretty good. The last real beer I've had since 
the Atlanta airport. Then it was back to K-1. 
We went back to his office to change back. 
Before we could change, Reeves showed up. 
He had "blessed" this trip, but I'm sure was a 
little concerned. He was probably not happy 
that he wasn't invited, but that was never 
seriously considered. If something had 
happened, he would have had lots of 
questions to answer. I know it is against 
some rule somewhere, just like anything else 
here that might be remotely considered 
"fun." To his credit, he didn't give us a hard 
time about it. Well, this has gone on way 
longer than I had planned but I did want to  
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tell you about my best day in Iraq so far. 
The best one is yet to come and that will be 
"rear view mirror day." Bye for now 
 
MSG CURTIS J. KAUFMANN 
SENIOR ENLISTED ADVISOR 
Oct 6, 2008 
 

***** 
Subject: UPDATE XXXI   
 
Greetings from Curtistan, or somewhere 
near by, 
 
Wow! Thirty one Updates. I'm guessing 
there will only be a couple more after this. 
Things have been slow the last week. The 
combination of lack of soldiers and the new 
team taking over things has loosened things 
up a bit, not that they were ever that "tight." 
Finally met my replacement. He is a 1SG 
who in "real life" is a cop in Frankfort, KY. 
Seems like a good guy. His head is spinning 
as he learns more about what is, and what 
isn't, going on. Seems like only yesterday I 
was in the same situation and now I am the 
"expert." I turned my cell phone over to him 
the other night so I guess I'm officially out 
of the loop. It's a good feeling. I'm still 
doing the morning reports, which is OK. I 
have plenty of time to turn that over. I get 
the impression that he is not anxious to take 
on that job. I also get the impression that his 
computer skills are right up there with mine, 
which would explain why he is not anxious 
to take over the task. He's got to do it 
sometime and if he waits until the day I 
leave, that's OK too. I need something to get 
me out of bed. Yesterday, I got up, did the 
report, and went back to bed until lunch 
time. It was a beautiful thing.  
 
I also completed my last pay session. It 
wasn't as long as usual because there were 
no basic training soldiers. I haven't heard 
when the next cycle begins. Our 
replacements could be in for a very easy tour 
unless the government loosens its purse 
strings and gives the army some dough. 
Maybe they have finally figured out that 
they tried to grow too fast. Gee, why didn't I 

think of that? I also took Ken (my 
replacement) around to meet all the key 
players that I deal with. He also will be 
spending a lot of time with the CSM, who 
has been insistent that we come over to his 
office early to have breakfast. My roommate 
has been in bed the last two days and is 
pretty much tethered to the toilet. I fared 
slightly better and at least have been 
functional, or what passes for functional 
around here. I also met Ken's boss briefly. 
This would be Reeves' replacement. He also 
seems like a good guy and a good officer. 
Ken got lucky there. I asked the new LTC if 
we could "chat" some time. I'm sure Reeves 
has warned him about me , but I feel 
obligated to tell him "the other side of the 
story." I did already tell him that if I could 
make one wish for this place it would be to 
get the "chief thief" transferred out of here. 
This guy sounds like he has the stones to 
pull it off, if he wants to. He is rooming with 
Reeves until we leave. I'll bet he wants us 
out of here more than we want to get out of 
here. I think I would have received a 
"psych" discharge if I had to room with him.  
The new group is also considerably younger 
than we are. There is a sprinkling of SP4's, 
buck sergeants, etc, with everything that 
goes with it. It is noisier, dirtier, lights left 
on etc. Reminds me of being home when all 
the kids were still there. We also got a 
female. Man I'm glad I'm going. She doesn't 
seem too bad though. She's older and lets 
just say I don't think anyone is going to be 
hitting on her. I walked out of toilet the 
other day and she was washing her hair in 
the sink, and no one is giving me a hard time 
about walking to the shower with a towel 
wrapped around me. The foul language 
seems to be up to par, so maybe it will work 
out. At this point, I just don't care. It's 
tolerable and nobody is bothering me. 
 
We also had an "audience" with the general 
the other day. It was rather amusing. It was 
small talk mostly, introducing Ken, etc. I 
asked the general if he knew when he was 
leaving, and he didn't. Then I asked him if 
he was going to have a party when he left. 
He said he was. I asked him if there would  
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be belly dancers there. He said "no" it was 
against army regulations. He wasn't amused. 
CK (our terp) said he was a " very religious 
man." I said if that is the case, why does he 
steal so much money? CK couldn't answer 
that one. I also mentioned to the general that 
we had tried to go to Erbil, but couldn't get 
past the checkpoint. He said we should have 
called him and he would have come out to 
get us through.(He lives in Erbil) I had 
actually suggested that, but the CSM wasn't 
having any part of it. Anyway, this has given 
rise to a possible sequel to Elvis' and Curt's 
"excellent adventure." Stay tuned. 
 
Speaking of excellent adventures, today was 
the long awaited and much anticipated 
school visit. It was very interesting and a lot 
of fun. We had a convoy of about six 
vehicles, including a couple of Iraqi vehicles 
who were are security detail. We went 
through Kirkuk and headed west (I think) 
out of the city for half an hour or so. We 
appeared to be climbing and the landscape 
wasn't completely ugly. It vaguely reminded 
me of the Badlands of South Dakota, with 
zero vegetation. Every one in a while we 
would see sheep grazing, but like the camels 
in Kuwait, I couldn't figure out what they 
were eating. I wanted to take some pictures, 
but the windows of our MRAP were so 
dirty, there wasn't much point. I did take 
pictures of the terrain when we finally got to 
the school. The school itself looked pretty 
new. There was a center court yard with the 
classrooms surrounding it. It was an 
elementary school and the kids were well 
dressed in their little uniforms and also very 
well behaved. Hands folded on desks, etc. 
Like Catholic grade schools back in the day. 
We had packed up all the goodies last night 
and loaded into two MRAPS from another 
US unit here at K-1. Everything was put in 
big plastic bags and brought into the court 
yard. I had suggested to our CSM, who is 
Mexican, that we have a giant piñata. He 
didn't think that was a good idea. What a 
photo op! Anyway, we each took a back 
pack or what ever filled with stuff and filed 
through the classrooms and personally 
handed them the bags. They were very cute. 

Unfortunately, some them were probably 
scared half to death with us looking like 
creatures from outer space in full "battle 
rattle." I had suggested to the CSM that as a 
"show of friendship" or what ever, we 
ground are gear in an effort to look a little 
more human, but he was having no parts of 
it. The school was literally surrounded by 
Iraqi troops and our MRAPS were stationed 
at the four corners of the property, with all 
machine guns manned. None of the Iraqis 
were wearing body armor. I did at least take 
off my helmet and sunglasses so they could 
see my face. This might have scared them 
even more, but never mind. A couple of 
other guys did also. It just seemed 
counterproductive to try and "reach out" 
while looking like your ready for 
Armageddon. The kids were funny. 
Someone was telling me they swarmed 
around her and she could feel little hands 
going through her pockets. Isn't that just the 
cutest thing? I also don't think the faculty 
knew we were coming. No one was told for 
security reasons. I wonder what they thought 
when six armored vehicles surrounded their 
little school? Fortunately, the school was 
surrounded by a wall so they wouldn't have 
seen that. Good thing or I'm sure there 
would have been a lot of children not 
making it the bathroom in time. The other 
thing that didn't sit well with me was the 
choice of this particular school. These kids 
were obviously pretty well off, by Iraqi 
standards. We were certainly in Kurdistan 
proper. There was a Kurdish flag flying over 
the school and no Iraqi flag. Kurds like 
Americans anyway, for the most part. The 
whole area looked a lot nicer than what you 
would see in Kirkuk. I'm sure that there are 
schools in Kirkuk that need the stuff a lot 
more. I suspect this school was chosen 
because it was "safe," although apparently 
not safe enough to remove your body armor. 
It was definitely a good day though. Even 
better than our "excellent adventure." I told 
one of our officers that we should have spent 
our nine months here doing this instead of 
what we were doing. It probably would have 
been a lot more productive. When I was 
updating our personnel report after the new  
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guys got here I discovered that we have a 
total of 57 people here on this mission. This 
includes terps, contractors, soldiers, 
everyone. How much is that costing and 
how much are we accomplishing? That 
number will drop by 15 when we leave, but 
still... I try not to think about that because 
it's depressing and we did have a good day.  
I would like to thank all of you who 
contributed to the effort. We had a lot of 
stuff. In fact we made a stop at a 
kindergarten down the road and left some 
stuff there as well. It was very well received. 
The whole day reminded me of Christmas 
morning when my kids were younger, only 
on a much larger scale. It is far and away the 
best thing I've done since I've been here and 
it wouldn't have been possible without the 
generosity of many people.  
 
Well, I hope I can come up with something 
to write about next week. Maybe I'll have to 
go stir up some trouble so I have something 
to write about. Kind of like those volunteer 
firefighters who go out and start fires so they 
have something to do. Where are those 
matches.... 
 
MSG CURTIS J. KAUFMANN 
SENIOR ENLISTED ADVISOR 
Oct 13, 2008 
 

***** 
Subject: UPDATE XXXII   
 
Greetings from the leaf watching capital of 
the world. (Just kidding. There are no leaves 
here). 
 
Well, loyal readers, it's getting down to the 
short strokes here. The new team is firmly 
entrenched, I've turned over my cell phone, 
and my daily duties are down to drinking tea 
with my Iraqi colleagues, being invited to 
"feasts," riding my bike around trying to 
find something to photograph, trying to get 
my absentee ballot together, answering e-
mails, and trying to fit another "excellent 
adventure" into my busy social schedule. 
Today I was so bored that when LTC 
Reeves asked me if I wanted to go shooting, 

I accepted the invitation. Now that we aren't 
doing anything and the pressure is off, we 
are getting along famously. He isn't a bad 
guy really, we just had very different 
agendas while we were here, like I was 
trying to accomplish something. I'm sure if 
you asked him, he would say we did. I 
wouldn't agree, but maybe he accomplished 
what he set out to do and I didn't. Doesn't 
matter now, the "fat lady" is warming up All 
I can do now is try and alert the new guys to 
what I think are the important issues here. 
I'm still waiting to have my "audience" with 
the new LTC. I think I would have been 
much better off working with him. I'm still 
trying to hand off my administrative duties 
to my replacement. Unfortunately, his 
computer skills are almost as limited as 
mine. It is somewhat comforting to know 
that there is someone out there as inept on 
the computer as I am, but it makes for a 
painfully slow "handoff." This is probably 
as close as I'll ever get to feeling like a 
computer "expert." It hasn't helped that he 
was immediately struck down by the 
"gastrointestinal distress" that is so prevalent 
here and which I have been spared thus far. I 
attribute this to the heavy "Listerine 
treatment" that I have been undergoing in 
preparation of the "feast season." So far, so 
good. 
 
I found out the other day that our 
replacements asked one of our officers if we 
would please move out to Warrior so they 
would have "more room." This did not sit 
well. It IS getting more crowded here, but 
we still have no more than two people to a 
room that is bigger than the rooms we had 6 
people crammed into at Riley, and the 
females still have rooms to themselves, but I 
won't go there. We now have 59 people here 
on our "mission" alone. We got two more 
contractors the other day whose job, as I 
understand it, is to do nothing but 
paperwork. I'll bet there are a lot of 
secretaries back home who wouldn't mind 
making 150 G's a year to do a few reports 
each day. And they don't even have to 
answer the phone. But I don't want to get 
started on the contractors either. I WILL say  
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that the guy who is the" boss of the 
contractors" told me he could get by with 
two fewer people. And they keep sending 
him more. Anyway, we did not move to 
Warrior. These guys breezed in here with 
everything set up for them except for mints 
on their pillows. I felt like launching into a 
tirade about what it was like when WE got 
here, but I didn't want it to sound like "when 
I was in school, we had to walk five miles in 
all kinds of weather," etc, etc. As it turns out 
we are leaving for Warrior on Sunday, 
which happens to be my birthday, spending 
the night there and then flying to Baghdad 
the next day, probably be stuck there for a 
couple of days, then on to Kuwait, where we 
will be stuck for probably a week or so, then 
on to Ft Riley for "three to five days," then 
possibly to Georgia, which is my "home" 
Reserve unit, and then finally, home. The 
Baghdad stop is a wrinkle that just came up. 
For some reason we could fly directly to 
Kuwait when we were going home on leave, 
but now we have to do the "duffle bag drag" 
through Baghdad for a day or two. I guess 
they have to throw in a little extra 
inconvenience because you're on your way 
home, but the bottom line is I'll be making a 
lot of money for sitting around doing 
nothing. I'd rather be here, in fact I'd rather 
be here than Riley, but "a little rain must 
fall." Speaking of rain, there hasn't been any, 
but the weather has been great. It's about 85-
90 everyday, dry and comfortable. 90 here 
feels like about 80 at home. The nights are 
nice and cool and a lot of people (not me) 
have turned off their air conditioners. Too 
bad it wasn't like this the whole time, I 
might have decided to stay. (Just kidding, 
sweetheart) 
 
The CSM conference that I was working on 
turned out to be a total disaster. Our CSM 
was supposed to go with my replacement. 
Then my replacement couldn't go to "space 
restrictions," and then at the last minute, our 
CSM got shot down because his name didn't 
appear on some list. I suspect this was 
because he never got an "official invitation," 
although he was assured he was invited. He 
was not happy about this and I can't say that 

I blame him. I'm still trying to gather 
information on the two local nationals who 
were inadvertently killed by "friendly fire" 
but I'm sure that will not be resolved before 
I leave. The wheels of justice turn even 
more slowly here, if they turn at all. 
 
My favorite "terp," CK, stopped by last 
night. He brought my roommate and me a 
couple of presents, which I thought was very 
kind of him. He brought us each us an Iraqi 
national soccer team uniform and a souvenir 
placard of Iraqi coins with pictures of all the 
Iraqi presidents going back to their 
independence from Britain in 1922. He 
pointed out that about half of them had been 
assassinated while in office. I wonder if the 
current prime minister will meet the same 
fate. The soccer uniforms were very nice as 
well. Unfortunately XXXL here does not 
mean the same as it does in the States, and 
the top was still a bit small. The shorts 
looked like they might fit around one of my 
legs. Anyway, I was very touched by the 
gesture. He also told me that when we leave, 
he is going to be reassigned to another 
section. He explained that it was partly for 
safety reasons. He said that there are 
"terrorists" in the training center. I'm 
assuming that he means trainees that are 
coming in, and that he sees some of them 
when he goes home to Baghdad and he's 
afraid they will find out where he lives 
there. He also said that he wasn't crazy about 
working with the new team. I guess after us, 
there is no where to go but down. He's also 
going to try and emigrate to the States. He 
has a sister that lives in Toledo. I asked him 
tonight if he thought about what will happen 
to his country if the "brain drain" continues. 
His reply was that in his 21 years his 
country has been a mess and he doesn't see it 
getting better any time soon. Can't argue 
with that. I told him if he needs any help, to 
let me know and I'll do whatever I can. I 
wouldn't be surprised to see him again. He 
really is a fine young man and if all people 
emigrating to the States were like him, there 
is no doubt in my mind it would be a better 
place. There are a few people here I'll miss 
and he is one of them. 
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On that note, I'll sign off. Don't know when 
you'll be hearing from me again. There is no 
internet available to us at Warrior and I don't 
know what the deal will be in Baghdad. All I 
can say is you'll hear from me in the next 
week or so. Until then, goodbye. 
 
MSG CURTIS J. KAUFMANN 
SENIOR ENLISTED ADVISOR 
KIRKUK K-1 
Oct 20, 2008 
 

***** 
Subject: Curt's Welcome Home Bash   
 
Greetings, 
 
I'm happy to report that this will probably be 
my last email from K-1 as tomorrow we 
begin the long journey home, which I'm 
guessing will take about two weeks. I 
wanted to bet this out before I leave because 
I don't know how internet access on the road 
will be. I'm hoping to get my last Update out 
while we're cooling our heels in Kuwait 
because the last week has provided some 
interesting moments. But first things first. 
I'm planning on doing a slide show at the 
very beginning of the party. I want to limit it 
to 1/2 to 3/4 of an hour. If you are interested 
in seeing it, please be at Fairmount at 
5:00PM sharp. I don't want it to interfere 
with the frivolity to follow. I apologize for 
the timing, but Ginny and I will have 
numerous family members coming from out 
of town for what promises to be a very 
special Thanksgiving, hence the date. Please 
RSVP to Ginny's e-mail on the invitation. I 
hope to see you all there. 
 
MSG CURTIS J. KAUFMANN 
SENIOR ENLISTED ADVISOR 
KIRKUK K-1 (but not for long) 
Oct 25, 2008 

Racing Results 
 
Head of the Christina 
Oct. 5, Wilmington 
 
Men's Masters 1x                 
Andrew Hobbs Wilmington 17:53.52  18:37.52    
D. Krmpotich Msgr Bonner  18:42.19 19:49.79  
B. Reinhard Wilmington  18:48.55  19:46.15    
Judd Anderson Baltimore  19:33.39  20:35.79  
Rush Fisher Wilmington  19:48.59 20:28.59    
Mark Muzzi WYRA  20:08.18 20:12.98     
E. Bautista Hampton Rds  20:25.13 20:41.93    
Geoff Oxnam Unaffiliated 20:45.43 20:59.83    
Steve Platt Fairmount  21:04.46 21:52.86    
Nick Johnson Alexandria  21:22.82 21:23.62     
Swan Creek   21:37.   21:37.22        
John Mcadams Cooper River 21:56.04 22:48.84    
Michael Gaier Cooper River 23:46.67 24:22.67    
Bob Murray Cooper River 24:50.79 25:53.19 
 
Men's Masters 2x                 
Baltimore RC          14:57.01  15:42.61    
Passaic River RA      15:01.53  16:47.53  
Wilmington RC         15:11.14  15:45.54    
Fairmount Robert Lippa  16:19.27  17:13.27    
Wilmington RC         18:49.41  20:29.41  
Cooper River RC       19:11.72  19:49.72    
 
Navy Day Regatta 
Oct. 11 
 
Mens Club Single   
Bachelors A    16:07.60   
Penn A. C. B   16:11.30   
Bachelors B    16:14.70   
Penn A. C. G Whelpley 16:15.10   
Penn A. C. D    16:16.30   
Penn A. C. F    16:31.60   
Penn A. C C    16:34.80   
Penn A. C. E    16:41.90  
Penn A. C. A Metzger, c  16:42.90   
University A   16:56.20   
Malta A    16:58.70   
Unaffiliated A    17:11.60   
Fairmount A    17:21.80   
Vesper A   17:36.50   
Bachelors C Gordon, J  17:43.30  
Cooper A    22:41.20   
 
Mens Masters Eight+ 
Brigantine A   15:00.70  14:10.70  
Penn A. C. A   14:37.30  14:14.10   
Fairmount A   16:00.20  14:22.20     
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University A   15:27.40  14:41.40  
Hawk Hill A   16:13.70  15:15.30  
Whitemarsh A   18:06.10  17:45.70  
 
Mens Master Single (55yo+)  
Vesper B Schneider, M  19:16.50 17:34.10   
Fairmount A    20:56.40 20:56.40  
University A    20:58.90 20:58.90  
Vesper A    21:11.50 21:11.50  
Undine A    21:30.70 21:30.70 
 
Mens Masters Four+  
Vesper A    16:01.60  15:27.20   
University A   17:33.10  15:53.10  
Fairmount  Mclaughlin, T 18:15.20 17:25.60  
Whitemarsh A   18:13.50 18:04.70   
 
Mens High School Double  
Episcopal Academy A  Haraburda, M 16:07.90   
Crescent A    16:20.50   
Bachelors A    16:47.10   
Malvern Preparatory A  17:03.00   
Malvern Preparatory  B  17:06.70   
Bachelors B    17:24.50   
South Jersey RC A  17:33.60   
University A   17:36.00   
Crescent B   17:36.90   
Bachelors C    18:09.00   
Bachelors D    18:10.60   
Friends Academy A   18:52.10   
Crescent C    19:06.40   
Friends Academy B   19:28.30   
South Jersey RC B   19:54.00   
 
Mens Master Double  
University B   16:39.00  15:53.40    
Bachelors A   16:46.20  16:00.60    
University A   18:14.60  16:22.60    
Fairmount B Greenwood, J 17:13.80 16:49.00   
Fairmount A Hudome, B 17:54.90 17:00.90   
University C   17:02.50 17:02.50  
Bachelors B   19:17.00  19:13.80  
 
Womens Master Single (55yo+)  
Fairmount A    20:53.70 20:53.70 
Bachelors A    21:26.70  21:26.70  
Bachelors C    21:50.70 21:50.70   
Bachelors B    22:12.40 22:12.40    
Vesper A    23:25.60 23:25.60   
 
High School Double  
Archbishop Prendergast A 17:51.50   
Swan Creek A   17:59.70   
Episcopal Academy A Gribbin, B 18:11.80  
Haddonfield A    18:46.50   
University A    18:54.40  

Whitemarsh B   18:57.90   
Whitemarsh A   19:25.10   
Friends Academy A   19:36.70   
PGRC C   19:54.30  
PGRC A   20:06.00   
New York RA B   20:14.40  
Swan Creek B   20:22.10  
St. Marks A   20:44.90   
PGRC B    20:46.60   
 
Mens Master Quad  
University A   16:53.50  14:57.90    
Fairmount A   16:47.80  15:09.80    
University A   17:06.10  16:40.10 
 
Head of the Charles 
Oct. 18-19, Boston 
 
Senior-Master Eights Men [50+] -selected 
1  Team Attager   16:05.053      
2  1980 RC   16:10.640   
3  Mosman RC     16:33.203   
4  Leander BC   16:56.503  
5  Black Sheep RC  16:56.589    
6  Motley RC   16:59.160  
7  Occoquan Intrntnl GrandMaster  17:16.453   
8  Palm Beach RA  17:16.635  
9  San Diego RC   17:23.006  
10     17:23.704  
11  Community Rowing 17:33.044  
12  Huntington Barge and Paddle 17:41.968   
13  Kent Mitchell RC  17:45.740     
14  Brigantine RC  17:47.023    
15  Thames River Sculls/CGA 17:49.974     
16  Corvallis RC   17:55.361     
17  Pocock RC Grand Master Medal 17:55.390    
18  Crabtree BC    17:57.700   
19  Rude and Smooth BC  18:04.914   
20  Marin RA GrandMaster  18:11.586     
24  Fairmount RA Mike Cipollone 18:19.575    
27  Alte Achter BC GrandMaster 18:31.310   
29  University BC  18:45.831     
41  Reale Circolo Canottieri Tevere Remo  

20:50.232  +01:00.000 21:50.232  
 
Senior-Master Fours Men [50+] - selected 
1 1980 RC   17:35.870      
2 Rocky Mountain RC  18:08.759 
3 Minneapolis RC  18:13.539  
4 Wilmington RC  18:40.542  
5 Pocock RC   18:40.622   
20 Hartford BC   20:38.131  
21 Fairmount RA Harrison Kieffer  20:48.607 
22 Community Rowing GrandMaster 20:53.190    
26 Holyoke Rows  21:29.928  
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Club Singles Men - selected 
1 Charles River RA Philip Kaiser  19:02.055      
2 Upper Thames RC Thomas Carter19:08.255 
3 Vancouver RC Maksym Kepskyy 19:14.596  
15 Malta Chris Higgins YOUTH  20:00.876  
16 Malta Sean Stewart 19:56.460 +00:10  

20:06.460  
19 Fairport Crew Michael Bannister 20:09.342   
25 Western Reserve Brad Whitehead 20:22.945   
26 Fairmount RA Stephen Titus YOUTH  

20:13.816  +00:10 20:23.816    
27 Narragansett BC David Mercante 20:29.270    
29 Undine BC Raymond Boyd 20:40.077    
35 Malta Bill Doughty YOUTH 20:57.868    
40 Malvern Prep Kevin Quinn YOUTH  

21:24.158    
41 Malta Sean Lawler YOUTH  21:24.219   
46 University BC Richard Wegryn 21:39.757   
49 Malta BC Patrick Donohue YOUTH   

20:53.773   +01:00 21:53.773    
52 La Salle College HS Jonathan Walsh  

YOUTH  22:25.052 +00:20 22:45.052    
53 Haddonfield Jonah Taylor YOUTH   

22:36.308  +00:20 22:56.308    
56 Ann Arbor RC Erik Sinka 23:29.253 +00:10  

23:39.253 
-  Pennsylvania AC Ryan Strauss Disqualified      
 
Master Fours Men [40+]  -selected 
1 Cambridge BC     17:03.623      
2 Palm Beach RA   17:06.990  
3 Pocock RC     17:18.196   
6 Vesper BC    17:55.261   
15 Miami Beach RC   19:21.959   
16 Fairmount RA Christina Uva  19:23.293  
17 Orlando RC    19:41.833  
20 Whitemarsh Stephen Whalen  20:14.091  
22 Farmington Valley RA   22:17.448   
  
Youth Doubles Women -selected 
1 St. John the Baptist DHS    20:02.643      
2 Long Beach      20:32.472   
3 Tempe    20:53.174   
7 Lake Oswego       21:14.610   
8 Fairmount    21:22.365 

Erin Flynn, Bridget Gribbin 
9 Fana Roklubb/RBC 20:37.680 +01:00  

21:37.680    
18 Cape Cod Rowing 25:00.931 +00:10  

25:10.931 
 

Head of the Schuylkill 
Oct. 25-26 
 
Womens High School Doubles (Under 19)  
1. Episcopal Academy   18:14.9233  

Bridget Gribbin 
2. Archbishop Prendergast  18:24.5533  
3. D.C. Strokes RC   18:43.0933  
4. Huntington HS   19:01.5433  
5. University BC    19:11.2267  
6. Juniper RC    19:14.4567  
7. New Canaan HS   19:21.3500  
8. Friends Academy   19:42.3333  
9. St. Mark's HS    19:49.2967  
10. The Episcopal Academy  19:51.3533  

Taylor Durovsik 
11. Steel City RC   20:35.3333  
12. Falls Lake Rowing   20:54.6100  
13. New York RA   21:09.2300  
14. New York RA   22:31.6967  
15. Philadelphia Girls RC   27:21.9833  
 
Mens High School Doubles (Under 19)  
1. The Episcopal Academy  15:54.7567  

Patrick Rapuano 
2. East End Rowing   16:00.1800  
3. Crescent BC    16:09.9533  
4. Bachelors BC    16:34.8067  
5. Malvern Prep     16:54.8133   
6. South Jersey RC   17:01.7833  
7. Bachelors BC    17:07.5600  
8. Malvern Prep     17:09.2000  
9. Crescent BC    17:09.4967  
10. University BC   17:16.9233  
11. Juniper RC    17:23.9267  
12. Nereid BC    17:24.4167  
13. New Canaan HS   17:25.8300  
14. New Canaan HS   17:28.3033  
15. New York RA   17:48.5300  
16. Steel City RC   18:10.5567  
17. Friends Academy   18:28.8733  
18. Half Hollow Hills    18:35.4267  
19. Nereid BC    18:44.6000  
20. Friends Academy   18:48.7300  
21. Radnor HS    18:54.1267  
22. South Jersey RC   18:59.8867  
23. East End Rowing   19:36.6167  
 
Mens Masters Singles (Between 40-49)  
1. Undine BC Frank Rowe  16:17.8333   
2. Wilmington RC Andrew Hobbs Jr 16:18.2733  
3. Malta BC Jeff Cutler   16:36.0500  
4. Nereid BC Charlie Johnston  
5. Riverside BC Thomas Lowe  16:54.3533  
6. Undine BC Raymond Boyd  17:03.0400  
7. Vesper BC Joel Oestreich  17:06.7900  
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8. Unaffiliated Dan Day   17:15.1733  
9. Whitemarsh BC john cooleen  17:18.6067  
10. Wilmington RC Rush Fisher  17:28.4033  
11. St. Catharine's RC Ian Muir  17:42.0033  
12. Fairmount Chris McElroy  17:48.2833  
13. Penn AC Robert Mannino  17:53.3900  
14. University BC Richard Wegryn 18:00.8567  
15. Independence RC Thomas Friel 18:11.7867  
16. Malta BC Peter Van Allen  18:36.6900  
17. Fairmount RA Steve Platt  18:48.0230  
18. University BC Russell Goudy  18:56.2933  
19. Bachelors BC Rich Gorodesky  18:57.8900  
20. Monmouth BC James Miros  22:00.9600  
 
Mens Masters Singles (Between 50-59)   
1. Undine BC Michael Stolper  16:20.0400  
2. Merrimack River Rob Sengstaken 16:53.1033  
3. University BC Alex Cook  17:05.8733  
4. Malta BC Tony Mattson  17:10.5567  
5. Norwalk Leander andrew nelson 17:17.7300  
6. Wilmington Brooks Reinhard  17:20.5833  
7. Baltimore RC Steve Perry  17:27.0300  
8. Undine BC patrick franz  17:30.4900  
9. Vesper BC Edward Gribbin  17:30.5333  
10. Annapolis RC terence smith  17:35.4233  
11. Kent School B C Fred Elliott  17:41.3167  
12. East End Rowing Steve Gould  17:44.5133  
13. Potomac BC Ed Ryan   17:48.3467  
14. Vesper BC Milton Schneider  18:24.1433  
15. Swan Creek RC Ted Pytlar 18:26.4400  
16. Unaffiliated Peter White  18:36.3300  
17. Haddonfield Ed Moran  18:55.2467  
18. Undine BC Keith Robinson  19:24.3033  
19. Upper Merion BC Ned Drinker  19:51.9333  
20. Vesper BC Henry Pass  20:11.1900  
21. Carnegie Lake RA Ali Vafaee  21:05.9000  
22. West Side RC Bruce Fisher  22:55.9400  
 
Mens Veterans Singles (60 or Over)   
1. Undine Willem Van der Linde  

20:30.8000 18:09.3000  
2. Maritime Jim Sweitzer  

18:20.9700 18:14.2700  
3. Monmouth Charles Gross  

18:59.8810 18:46.2810  
4. Nereid Robert Hoguet 19:39.4200 18:48.3200  
5. Maritime ken iscol 20:06.1500 18:58.6500  
6. Fairmount Jack Long 19:26.1867 19:26.1867  
7. Navesink River Arthur Sorensen  

20:36.9967 19:53.7967  
8. Unaffiliated Frederik Osborne  

23:08.7233 19:55.1233  
9. Malta Thomas French  

20:49.1567 20:13.6567  
10. St. Catharine's JOHN LOVETT  

22:35.0533 21:59.5533  

11. Vesper stephen Dittmann  
22:40.0567 22:33.3567  

12. Hewlett Bay Eli Avizov  
28:37.5967 27:30.0967  

 

 
Joe Harris (l) and John J. Kieffer (r) present the Sid 
Salomon Award to Bill Van DerLinde.(Anonymous) 

 
Mens Veterans Eights (60 and Over)  
1. Detroit BC    14:44.1540  
2. Fairmount RA Mike Cipollone  15:22.4667  
 
Mens Masters Doubles (Between 40-49)   
1. Wilmington RC   15:40.6000  
2. Malta BC    15:45.2467  
3. Greenwich Crew   15:51.9767  
4. Fairmount Tom Greenwood  16:39.4600  
5. Unaffiliated    17:53.7800  
6. Bachelors BC    18:51.8033  
7. Union BC    19:10.9467  
 
Mens Masters Doubles (Between 50-59)   
1. Baltimore RC    15:28.7933  
2. Undine BC    15:29.2067  
3. Malta BC    16:26.0333  
4. Fairmount RA Robert Lippa  16:41.0633  
5. King's Crown RA   16:43.7233  
6. Fairmount RA Peter Mcnamara  16:49.6833  
7. Vesper Boat Club   17:12.5433  
8. Vesper BC    17:21.0833  
9. Maritime RC    17:42.4067  
10. University BC   19:07.5067  
 
Womens Masters Doubles (Between 40-49)  
1. Fairmount RA Karen Lewis  16:13.8620  
2. Bachelors BC    16:18.5560  
 
Mixed Veterans Doubles (60 and Over)  
1. Fairmount RED SARGENT  

18:31.3433  18:07.1433   
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Mens Masters Fours w/ Cox (Between 40-49)   
1. Pennsylvania AC   15:04.4767    
2. Vesper BC   15:15.1033  
3. Virginia BC    16:01.2300  
4. Fairmount RA Monica Bersani  16:09.6733  
5. Capital RC    17:07.4233  
 
Mens Masters Quad (Between 50-59)  
1. Fairmount RA Greg Stefan  16:35.8800  
2. University BC    16:53.8467  
3. Undine BC 17:49.9810 +00:30  18:19.9810  
 
Mixed Masters Quad (Between 40-49)  
1. Fairmount RA Frank Biller  15:22.2933  
2. University BC    15:27.2867  
3. Bachelors BC    16:20.0633  
4. Maritime RC    16:24.4733  
5. Cooper RC    18:31.2700  
6. Cooper RC    20:26.4800  
 
Mixed Masters Quad (Between 50-59)   
1. Potomac BC    15:26.6900  
2. Vesper BC Steve Jonik  16:28.5233  
 

Mark Your Calendars 
  
Nov. 29  Curt’s Homecoming Party 
 

 
 
Dec. 14  FRA Holiday Party 

FRAgments 
 
A couple of items from Roaming Log 
Photog John Krajewski: 
 
"A fellow knocked on the door the other day 
asking to look around inside.  His name was 
Thomas Hasiak - used to row for 
Fairmount.  He has a couple of Canadian 
Henley plaques up in the Carlin Room (he 
actually knew John Carlin).  He was asking 
about some of the members- he rowed with 
Al Wachlin, John Kieffer and Bob 
Mudrick .  I took his pic.  He would love to 
hear from any old friends- he doesn't have 
email, but his phone # is (215) 357-0387. 
 

 
Tom Hasiak (Krajewski). 

 
"I ran into Mark Davis at the Princeton 
Chase- he asked me to say hello to everyone 
at Fairmount.  Mark says he is still getting 
the hang of rowing in the bay in the dark 
with the bouys appearing randomly." 
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Mark Davis and John Krajewski. (Krajewski) 

 

Schuylkill Navy News 
by Clete Graham 
 
Thanksgiving Day and the 105th Annual 
Schuylkill Navy Run are just around the 
corner.  I hope you’ll consider contributing 
to the prize table this year.  The prize form 
is posted at 
http://www.boathouserow.org/rega08/snrun0
8.html.  Download a copy and mail or fax it 
to us.  
 
Each year we get between 70 and 80 prizes 
from the rowing community. Prizes are 
spread over 6 long tables.  The master of 
ceremonies announces the winners and each 
competitor gets to choose a prize from the 
table.  The results are weighted based on the 
number of competitor in each division to 
ensure women, masters and juniors all get an 
equitable chance at a prize.  
 
Prize questions?  Contact John Hogan at 
jhogan@marinerins.com. 
 
We’ve revamped the entry rules this year, 
too.  Any and all members of Schuylkill 
Navy clubs and its affiliates are eligible to 
compete. Affiliates include Whitemarsh 
Boat Club, Pennsylvania Barge Club, 
Sedgley Club, and the Philadelphia Rowing 
Program for the Disabled (PRPD).  Not a 
member of one of the clubs?  You are still 
welcome to run as a guest. 

 
We need a few volunteers to help with 
registration and on Thursday morning.  If 
you’d like to help, contact Clete. 
 

***** 
Schuylkill Navy Blood Drive - Thursday, 
December 4, 2:00 pm to 7:30 pm, Fairmount 
Rowing Association, #2 Boathouse Row.  
Donating blood feels good. By making it a 
part of your regular routine, you consistently 
make an important contribution toward 
building the community's blood supply. 
Giving blood is simple, safe, and only takes 
about an hour. It's a uniquely personal way 
to help others this winter season. No matter 
what time of year, it always feels good to 
know you have helped save a life. Sign up 
today to save lives.  
 
Make your appointment today! Go to: 
http://www.membersforlife.org/pennj/sched
ule/login.php?sponsorcode=9816  
   
 

***** 
Looking for a unique holiday card? Undine 
Barge Club and artist in residence Joe 
Sweeney (no, not that Joe Sweeney) are 
offering a selection of holiday cards with 
each of the boathouses. For more, visit our 
web site at http://www.boathouserow.org/.   
 

***** 
Thanksgiving Day Parade - Local 
paralympians will be on a Thanksgiving 
parade float with other Olympians, including 
Marcus McElhenney (Temple) and Micah 
Boyd (Penn AC) from the gold medal 
winning US mens eight.  I guess they won’t 
be running in the Schuylkill Navy Run. 
 

***** 
From the Southern New Jersey Scholastic 
Rowing Association: 
 
The Southern New Jersey Scholastic 
Rowing Association (SNJSRA) is the local 
organizing committee for the USRowing 
Annual Convention, December 4 - 6, in  
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Atlantic City. They are planning some fun 
events, and hope Schuylkill Navy members 
and friends will join them. 
 
The special events will be: 
 
On Friday evening after the awards 
reception (approximately 9:30ish) a Pub 
Crawl at different Atlantic City 
establishments. 
 
During the convention we will have a silent 
auction with lots of great baskets and items. 
(Thursday and Friday) 
 
Saturday we will hold a 5k run on the 
famous Atlantic City Boardwalk.  The run 
will begin at 7 am.  Men's and Womens 
divisions, Youth (13 and under), High 
School (14-18) Open (19-39) and the 
Masters Division (40 and over).  The entry 
fee is $20.00. Registration is through 
regattacentral.com.  We encourage all 
athletes, parents, alumni, and friends to 
participate.  T-shirts will be given to each 
participant.  Medals will be given to the 
winners of each category and a team cup 
will be given to the high school/club with 
the most participants.  (Parents, alumni and 
friends:  register as your club/school 
affiliation.) 
 
For more information, contact Sue Peterson, 
SNJSRA and Atlantic County Rowing 
Association, gablesgrl@aol.com. 
 
From USRowing: 
 
The 2008 USRowing Annual Convention, 
December 4 - 6 in Atlantic City, NJ, has 
something for everyone in the boathouse. 
 
For the coaches you rely on to make 
practices safe and effective we are offering 
our certification courses, Levels I, II, and 
III, plus our Advance Coaches program for 
the more experienced coaches.  The 
Advanced program will include our US 
Olympic coaches plus Terry Paul, Canadian 
Olympic coach; Tim McLaren, former 
Australian Olympic coach now coaching in 

the US; and Jack Daniels Ph.D., labeled 
“Legendary” by Running Magazine for his 
development of NCAA and Olympic 
runners, who will talk about the training 
system that he developed and published in a 
book called Running Formula.  We will also 
have one day devoted to the needs of both 
youth and adult (college and club) rowers.  
These programs run on Thursday and 
Friday, December 4th and 5th.  On Saturday, 
the 6th, the program is full of presentations 
about technique, nutrition, technology, boa t 
repair, rowing history, plus many other 
topics for the coach and rowing enthusiast.  
 
Also on Saturday the 6th we will have 
programs specifically for junior and master 
rowers.  The junior day program will let 
high school age athletes know about picking 
a rowing college, rowing technique, 
nutrition, the junior National Team, plus a 
session for their parents about the college 
admissions process.  For the masters we 
have a four-hour program where we will 
cover anatomy, physiology, rigging and 
training specifically designed for the master 
rower.  Admission to the Saturday masters 
and junior events also allows you to attend 
all of the other presentations on Saturday 
and the Olympic Celebration Party at the 
end of the day. 
 

 


