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Unisuits Turn Five!

Difficult to comprehend, and yet true: the
fifth annual Fairmount Log Unisuit Issue is
here. How this happened, I don’t really
know.  But at this point, it almost qualifies
as a tradition.  So once again, we bring you
men and women in skimpy outfits, as only
the Log can. Enjoy!

A Respectful Photographic Portrait of Our Fearless
Leader and President. (Krajewski)

The Many Responses to the Unisuit Issue

“Oh my.  I’ve accidentally posed for the Unisuit
Issue.” (Pawling)

“Oh Yeah….” (Pawling)
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3: “Oh no, not another ridiculous unisuit issue!”
2: “… look tough… look tough…”

1: “C'mon, man, give me a break! I’m trying to race
here!”

(Sportgraphics)

 Karen Lewis shows us what she thinks of the Unisuit
Issue. (Pawling)

We put Joe Krajewski to sleep.  But of course, he does
belong to Vesper.  (Krajewski)

The Joy of Racing

Sam Bell feels the joy. (Pawling)

The Jr. 8 at Club nationals (Sportgraphics)

“Wow, look at those guys suffer.  Think I’ll have more
beer and chips.” (Pawling)
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Stylin'!

Al Monte and Matt Henwood went for the old school
look with the classic blue and white “F” logo.  They

looked so good it took their breath away.
(Sportgraphics)

On the other hand, the Junior Women went for the
not-so-classic lime green and aqua unis.  Huh?

(Sportgraphics)

Now here’s a true old school look: John and Joe
Krajewski go for the old-time shirtless rower photo,

complete with beer mugs.  Looks like the
photographer had been drinking a bit too however.

(Krajewski)

T. McLaughlin struts his stuff in the blue unis worn by
the masters men.  (Krajewski)

Jaime Rubini and Red Sargent were accommodating
enough to look at the camera while being
photographed during a race in black unis.

(Sportgraphics)

Kieran Furlong cleverly hid his uni behind a boat.
According to the photographer,   “he told me he

looked slim in this picture!” (Krajewski).
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Miscellaneous

This is why we call it Mother Vesper. (Wachlin)

“Hold on, I’ve got my brain right back here…”
(Krajewski)

Kevin Flynn and John Krajewski pose in prototypes of
the FRA Bathrobe, as designed by Mr. Flynn.  “The

perfect coverup for any unisuit.” (Krajewski)

The back. (Krajewski)

OK, listen up guys.  When we were over at Crescent,
we didn’t have to worry about this, but now, let me
warn you, when wearing unisuits, always be on the

lookout for photographers.  You don’t want to end up
in the Unisuit Issue…” (Beaty)
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2008 Officers

The elections were held at the General
Meeting on Jan. 7.  Most positions were
unopposed and one vote was cast for each
unopposed position by the Recording
Secretary.

Stephan Matanovic withdrew from
consideration for the First Lt. position.  For
the Captain’s position, Tom Toland
defeated Tom Greenwood, 54.5% to
45.5%.

The 2008 officers are:

President: John Willemin
Vice President: Frank McAleer
Treasurer: Mike Breslin
Financial Secretary: Jim Sonzogni
Captain Tom Toland
Coxswain: Vanja Buvac
Recording Secretary: Lee Silverberg
First Lieutenant: John Krajewski

Elected to open positions on the Board of
Directors were John E. Kieffer and Mark
Valenti.

Holiday Party

The annual Fairmount Holiday Party took
place on Dec. 9 at the boathouse.  There was
good food, including something new: sushi,
brought by new member Barry Lappin ,
who is moving from New York.  Otherwise,
it was the usual Fairmount fare.  The
children in attendance had fun doing arts
and crafts and enjoyed the visit from Swiss
Santa, who gave out small gifts.  The
members got to meet the newest additions to
the Matanovic and Hayes families.

Amazingly, nobody brought a camera.

The History of FRA
by Lee Silverberg

FRA and the NAAO vs.
the Schuylkill Navy

An article in the Philadelphia Inquirer from
1885 states that Fairmount RA “is not a
member of the Schuylkill Navy, its
application for admission, owing to an
apparent objection of some older clubs,
having been withdrawn.”28

It doesn’t say what the objections were, but
the two obvious possibilities are a) elitism,
because the Fairmounters were “what would
be called ‘workingmen,’”28 and/or b) the
1879 professional race (see last month’s
Log), which would have definitely not
endeared them to the Navy.

In 1897, the cold war between Fairmount,
allied with the NAAO, and the Schuylkill
Navy exploded into open combat.

It started on Jan. 9, 1897, when Fairmount
President Charles W. Preisendanz was
unanimously elected to serve out the term of
Dr. Conrad S. Berens, who had resigned
from the Executive Committee of the
NAAO.1,2  It was perhaps a surprise to some,
because before the meeting, the Inquirer
said that the choice was between
Preisendanz and Schuylkill Navy
Commodore Gordon Carrigan of West
Philadelphia B.C., and that “some local
men” believed that Carrigan would win.1

Phila. Inquirer headline, July 25, 1897.3

Carrigan began openly campaigning for a
spot on the Executive Committee.  He sent
out a circular saying that the Schuylkill
should have two representatives, and that
since Berens was a representative of the



The Fairmount Log January 20087

Schuylkill Navy, his replacement should
also be “a navy man.”3

However, Preisendanz was better known
outside Philadelphia than Carrigan, and “on
the strength of his connection with the
National Association for a number of years”
was expected to “give Mr. Carrigan the fight
of his life.”4

Thus, during the 1897 National Regatta,
Preisendanz was elected to a full term on the
NAAO Executive Committee.5,6

Drawing of Charles W. Preisendanz in the Inquirer,
clearly taken from the NAAO photo.6

The strangeness of the meeting, and the
behavior of some Navy oarsmen, is
astounding. According to the Philadelphia
Inquirer, “The Carrigan heelers were out in
force, and they never lost an opportunity to
put themselves in evidence.  The
Preisendanz rooters, on the contrary,
modestly remained in the background.  This
may be explained on the ground that so far
as the local end of the game was concerned
Carrigan had the inside track.  But the
friends of the Fairmount delegate had
depended rather upon their missionary work
with the outside clubs than upon any
oratorical fireworks on the floor.  The first

crack out of the box came from a leather-
lunged contingent this way:

‘V-e-s-p-e-r, Vesper!
Hiss!  Boom! Ah!

Carrigan!  Carrigan!’
Carried away by his emoting, an excited
Carriganite made a hysterical appeal for
home rule. ‘Only one man to represent
Philadelphia,’ he cried.  And then there were
more cheers for Carrigan, Mr. Tucker made
a formal speech putting Mr. Carrigan in
nomination, and Mr. Garfield seconded the
nomination in a very telling speech.  Then
the roll of clubs was called and the ballots
deposited.  The vote was Carrigan 30;
Preisendanz 54. And so Mr. Preisendanz
was elected.”6

Headline in Aug. 14 Philadelphia Inquirer.6

Coincidentally, at the same meeting, NAAO
President George W. Statzell resigned (“due
entirely to business matters”) and Dr. Root,
Vice-Commodore of the SN, was selected to
fill out his term.7   “The navy – or at least
eight of the eleven clubs composing that
body – considered the selection of Dr. Root
in place of Mr. Carrigan an insult, inasmuch
as Mr. Carrigan had been the candidate of
the local body in the election.”8

The Schuylkill Navy, or probably more
truthfully Mr. Carrigan, then threw a
tantrum.    They claimed that NAAO
Secretary Fred Fortmeyer of New York was
to blame, supposedly for “having used his
official position to secure votes for Mr.
Preisendanz.”9  They claimed this was
“unseemly and unbecoming”10 and
“pernicious.”11

Penn Barge, however, it must be noted, had
voted for Preisendanz, and when the Navy
condemned Fortmeyer, Penn Barge publicly
objected to it. Their president wrote that the
charges were “simply made for the purpose
of minimizing a crushing defeat.” 12
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The Navy called for Fortmeyer’s
resignation, and in response the NAAO
appointed a committee to investigate the
charges, which Fortmeyer denied.10,11

Dec. 7 New York Times headline.  Waaaah!9

Apparently, this was not good enough for
them, because they then made an effort to
have all of the Philadelphia, Baltimore, and
Washington clubs quit the NAAO and form
their own organization!13,14  Vesper, Quaker
City, and West Philadelphia were the first
clubs to resign.13,14,15,16

[The Fairmount meeting minutes of Dec. 20,
1897 say “It was moved and sec. that
communication from Schuylkill Navy be
laid over indefinetly (carried).”17  I think this
means they chose to ignore whatever it
said.]

In early January, 1898, Carrigan was
reelected Commodore of the Schuylkill
Navy, 8 to 3 over Dr. Root of Malta. Penn
Barge, Malta and Crescent voted for Root.
The election was considered “more a fight
against the rule of the National Association
than between Messr. Carrigan and Root.”8

Despite all this, the 13 remaining
Philadelphia clubs decided to request the
1898 NAAO Championship Regatta for
their city.18

They were awarded the regatta at the NAAO
meeting on January 15.  At the same
meeting, Fortmeyer was cleared of all
charges.19,20,21  They “failed to find any
evidence whatever reflecting upon the
secretary,” and declared “the charges
referred to wholly unworthy of credence and
without foundation in fact.”19

Fred Fortmeyer.22

Some clubs still officially resigned
nonetheless, but a committee was appointed
to ask them to reconsider.19  Fortmeyer
expected that they would eventually get over
it and rejoin.23

There were now three factions in the Navy:
West Philly, Quaker City, and Vesper
against the NAAO; Penn Barge, Crescent,
and Malta with the NAAO; and Undine,
University, College, Philadelphia, and
Bachelors still neutral.16

Penn Barge, Malta, and Crescent believed
the election of Preisendanz “was properly
conducted and in accordance with the laws
of the National Association.  They favored
Mr. Preisendanz over Mr. Carrigan for
representative and voted for their man.  This
alone caused considerable feeling because
Mr. Preisendanz is a member of the
Fairmount Rowing Association, which
has never been admitted to membership
in the Schuylkill Navy.” 16

And yet the whining continued.  In April,
the Schuylkill Navy “declared its
unwillingness to take any part in the
arrangements, or countenance the holding of
the national regatta in July on the Schuylkill
River.”24  In the end, Fairmount RA hosted
the regatta, along with Penn Barge, Malta,
Montrose Boat Club, Manayunk Boat Club,
and Crescent.25,26

Hostilities, at least within the Schuylkill
Navy, seemed to have finally ended in
January, 1899, when James T. Sill was
elected Commodore.  According to the
Inquirer, “Peace… is now resting among the
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factions of the Schuylkill Navy…
everything is lovely and the goose hangs
high.”27

But maybe not.  The coda is that in July of
1901, Carrigan somehow defeated Root for
a seat on the NAAO Executive Committee,
44-33 in a “hot contest.”  What is
fascinating is that “The principal opposition
to Mr. Carrigan for membership in the
committee came from his own club. There
seemed to be a factional fight on in the club,
which was carried into the Executive
Committee.”29

Mr. Carrigan must have been a fun guy to be
around.
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Fairmount Foto Fun

NAME THIS YOUNG MAN:

Last month’s picture was Dietrich Rose,
~1964.

Letters to the Editor

Great job on the Log again!  Of course I
recognize the young man in the photo-fun,
it's Dietrich.  I see this face every day I
coach at Vesper, where he is a life member
and therefore on the "wall of fame."  He is a
true inspiration to me and my coaching, as
well as a great friend.

So here is my "letter to the editor" in regards
to the NK Boathouse Row Speed Order: I
am glad you raised a critical voice in respect
to prizes and more importantly prize money.
I think it is absolutely legitimate to question
this as it stands.  However, it also gives me
the opportunity to explain why:

Rowing is an amateur sport - no matter
what.  Why?  Because there is hardly
anybody except for a few (like this British
guy who won 5 Olympic Gold medals...)
who make a living from the sport, needless
to say that nobody reaches the compensation
levels of let's say some lousy local pro
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quarterback (who was it again?).  Besides
that, I tend to believe that rowing was more
fun to be part of back in the old days, if you
get a chance, watch the movie "Boy in Blue"
- now that was exciting!

Of course, the question remains whether it's
ethical to give athletes cash prizes?  Yes, it
is. In the end, it's a drop in the bucket of the
price they are paying to train and compete at
this level, amongst other sacrifices.  The
days are over where talent would row once a
day, then work for a local construction
company (owner typically a member in the
club) and then go for a couple beers after.
Aspiring elite athletes today train more than
an NHL player, basketball pro or an Eagle -
with literally no compensation whatsoever.
When the paid pro "rests" the rower goes to
work.  A typical day that starts at 5am and
ends at 9pm - day for day.  I think putting
this into perspective makes us feel not so
bad afterall.

Yes, sport scandals are terrible and
thankfully there wasn't hardly any in rowing.
The fears mentioned in the editorial
(endorsements, sponsorships, prize money,
etc.) are valid fears but probably about as
distant as the comet that's going to hit planet
earth in year 2156.

And here comes a good piece of local
patriotism - the NK Boathouse Row
SpeedOrder came to life because US
Rowing cancelled the traditional Fall Speed
order.  Picking up the slack, it allowed us to
still give athletes one more opportunity to
match before going into a long and Winter
training.  Don't we all look at Philly as the
capital of rowing in North America, at least
jokingly?  Now got these great locally
grown and raised companies (NK, Mariner,
BoathouseSports) along with Schuylkill
Navy stepping for the sport and those who
maybe one day will carry our flag (the
rowing flag that is) to support it - why not?
Afterall, we do allow women's rowing now,
too, don't we?

Frank Biller

*****
2007/12/12

Hello all, Well life at Ft Riley is not too bad.
We had all training for the last two days
cancelled because of the ice storm which has
left a good part of the post without power.  It
is beautiful outside.  Everything looks like
an ice sculpture.  If I was home, I'd probably
be working on a roof or something, so I'm
not complaining, no matter what happens, it
is another day crossed off of the calendar.
We have done some pretty neat stuff since
I've been here.  We had to go to the rifle
range and qualify with our M4 rifles which
are basically sawed off versions of the M16
with some fancy sights and scopes on them.
My target practice at Fairmount paid off and
I was able to qualify without too much
trouble.  We also had to do nightfire where
you use night vision goggles, infrared
scopes etc.  It was very cool.  Also did the
7.62 mm machine gun range.  The ice storm
had started by then and my shooting glasses
kept icing up.  Finally I removed them and
was actually able to hit a few targets.  They
are also very big on "cultural awareness"
here.  I'm not.  The classes are torturously
boring.  Quite frankly, I don't give a damn.
Like one of our instructors told us (and I
don't think he was spouting the "partyline")
If they aren't wearing a US Army uniform,
don't trust them.  This guy was pretty scary.
I suspect he had seen some very unpleasant
things over there.  We also got some
instruction on all the new radios and commo
equipment.  It is a lot different than what we
had in basic training in 1972.  We also get
classes on anti- sniper training, what to do if
captured, and other pleasant subjects, but I
suppose you must plan for the worst. I'm
still scheduled to work on an Iraqi training
post in Kirkuk, which is up north in the
Kurdish area.  Sounds like a pretty good gig,
if I actually wind up there, and I'm guessing
I won't.  Well, I guess that is about it from
here.  I will be back in Phila on the 22 but
will leave for Detroit the next day, but will
return before New Years, as I'm sure the
children have plans.  Hope to see you at the
boat house.  Must get some erging in.  My
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conditioning has gone to hell since I've been
here and they feed us way too well.  Best
wishes for the holidays.
1SG Curt Kaufmann
P.S. Anyone having a New Years Eve party?

Kaufmann, Curtis J MSG RES USAR

Mark Your Calendars

Jan. 27, 4-7 pm Awards Party

Upcoming Races

Feb. 9 Main Line Slide
Feb. 10 Center City Slam

2008 USRA National Championships:
June 13-15 Youth, Cincinnati
June 26-29 Elite, Princeton
July 16-20 Club, Cherry Hill
Aug. 14-17 Masters, Long Beach

Malloy’s

Musings
by Steve Malloy

Dear Lee –

Why all the pressure to write something for
The Log?  What do you think I am, retired?
Oh wait…

Thank you to those FRA members who
attended my retirement ceremony, and to
other members for their kind sentiments.
My time in the Navy was rewarding and
enjoyable.  I would do it again.  Serving in
the Navy is exhilarating; it is also a little

unsettling at times, and a little mundane at
others.  And it has its moments of terror.  All
in all, it’s a lot like a 5 AM row with
Oberlies, Naab, and O’Brien !

Actually, I did not “retire” per se, I am
“transitioning to the private sector.”  This
clever phrase is designed to convince
prospective employers that a former military
member is young and energetic.  I thought
the easiest way to accomplish that was with
a hairpiece and a Fairmount unisuit.  As it
turns out, that is not appropriate interview
attire.  Who knew?

Thanks to some training, and a lot of help
from my friends at Fairmount, I am now
better prepared for interviews and my
second career.  To wit:

Potential employer:  “Have you ever
managed a budget?”

Me:  “Yes.  At one point I ran the supply
chain for over 3600 Navy and Marine Corps
aircraft.  I had responsibility for an annual
operating budget in excess of $150 million.
Our revenue exceeded $3.2 billion.”

Potential employer:  “Ahhh, that’s funny
money; it’s DoD money.  Have you ever
managed real money?”

Me:  “I like to think of taxpayer funds as
real money.”  Jackass.

Potential employer [rather dismissively]:
“Yes of course.  Let me rephrase the
question.  Do you have any other experience
managing money that was not your own?

My first thought:  “Why yes.  As a matter of
fact, I ordered mugs for the boathouse… the
first time I ordered them, the mugs all came
back with the name Greenwood on all of
them.  The second time I ordered them, the
mugs looked great, but I lost my shirt
because many folks didn’t pay for them.”

My second thought: This man has an
enormous nose.  If I had that nose full of
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nickels, I wouldn’t need this job.  If he
rowed, he would have to stroke the boat.
And what’s with that tie?

Me:  I managed a workforce of 1250 people.
The $150 million included payroll and non-
labor expenses such as travel.

Potential employer:  “Fine.  Let’s move on.
If you were a tree, what kind of tree would
you be?”

Me:  “Oak.  Did I mention that I worked in
the Inn of the Raven in high school?  I was a
dishwasher and I got promoted to pantry
man.”

Employer:  “I didn’t see food preparation
experience on your resume.  You’re hired.
You start Monday.  Oh, and lose the toupee
and that body suit.”

Me, on my first day at work:  “Welcome
to McDonald’s, can I take your order?  Do
you want to super-size that?”

FRAgments

Curt Kaufmann  was back in town recently
and got out for a row in the eight.  Then he
headed back to Fort Riley (Kansas)…
Rumor has it that Curt joined the National
Guard in the early 1970s to avoid going to
Vietnam.  Now, at age 57, he is heading to
Iraq… Although there has not been an
official announcement yet, the word is that
Red and Sara Sargent will be named
“Masters of the Year” by the Schuylkill
Navy… Greg Stefan Sr. brought in a new
member, Mike Ferraro … The weather
became freakishly warm on Jan. 8, and there
was quite a large turnout at the boathouse
for a weekday row in January… Tom
Toland is Captain again.  I think I heard a
“woo hoo!” off in the distance coming from
Mike Vespoli.

Fairmount LOGic
by Jim “Mort” Muldowney, 1965.

Captain’s Corner
by Tom Toland

I would like to have a meeting with all the
members of Fairmount Rowing Association
who would like to race (and any who aren't
racing) this year.  The purpose is to discuss
what race to focus on, how to train, when to
train, which boats to train in....goal setting
for the club.  And how do we attain these
goals?  Lets chat, folks.  I'm looking at
January 19 after practice.

Schuylkill Navy News
by John Hogan

THE SCHUYLKILL NAVY GOES
GREEN

Recycling comes to Boathouse Row
beginning January, 2008.

The Schuylkill Navy is working with the
Philadelphia Department of Streets,
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Philadelphia Water Department and the
Fairmount Park Commission on recycling
for Boathouse Row and major regattas.  Our
first step will be rolled out in early January
with weekly pick-up of recyclables at Lloyd
Hall and the Canoe Club.

Here is how it will work: First pick-up will
be Thursday, January 3rd, 2008.  Pick-up
every Thursday, in front of Lloyd Hall and
Canoe Club parking lot.  Bags should be out
for pick up no later than 9:00 AM.
Recycling trucks will pick up glass,
aluminum, paper & plastic bottles.

Important: All items to be recycled must be
in clear plastic bags of 8 to 10 mil thickness.
Cardboard (like oar boxes) should be folded
down to manageable size. Cardboard does
not need to be bagged.

Plastic bottles should be bagged separately.
Please keep a record of how many bags your
Club puts out for pick-up. This will allow
for tracking the amount collected per week,
month and year.

Call John Hogan, with any questions, 215-
629-5705, ext. 202.

*****

Joe Burk Hospitalized
by Peter Mallory and row2k.com, January 10

Legendary sculler and coach Joe Burk has
been in the hospital since New Year's Eve
after a fall that caused him to break his
femur. There have been considerable
complications since, and Joe has been in
ICU for the past few days as doctors try to
get his lungs opened to let him breathe on
his own.  Joe's daughter Kathy reports that
her Dad is out of intensive care "through
sheer willpower," and that she will
accompany him home as he continues to
battle serious complications from his fall.

A message from Kathy said that "I am not
able to write many of Dad's numerous
friends, so feel free to share any info with

them. I can only say that Dad has never been
alone and they let me sleep in a chair next to
him, so he knows family is there to watch
over him. Keep him in your prayers."

row2k has been advised we can let the
rowing community know that Joe and
Kathy's mail address is 10215 North 82nd
Street, Scottsdale, AZ 85258, and that
Kathy's email address is kathryn.mccaffrey
@gmail.com, but that she is occupied at the
hospital as of the last report and does not
have a computer at home.

As we all pull for Joe's recovery, plans
continue to go forward to honor Joe at
several events during the San Diego Crew
Classic April 5 and 6; contact Peter Mallory
at pmallory@rowingevolution.com or 619-
990-3660 as plans evolve over the coming
days.

The Log thanks Sportgraphics for the use of their
images and reminds you “that it is never too late
to order any photo from any regatta covered by
Sportgraphics.”  (www.Sportgraphics.com)


