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A Splendid Memorial
Day at FRA

Fairmount’s annual Memorial Day gathering
went splendidly on May 28. The weather
was nice, the races were fun, the food was
good, and deserving members were honored.

The day began as always with the Club
Races at 8 am. First up was a five-boat race
of quads and straight fours. In the 700
meters between Girard and the lighthouse,
collisions won the day. Two eights then

battled it out, with the Empacher coming

from behind to beat the Resolute. After,

everyone headed for the food.

Red and Sara with the new Kaschper quad. (Sholl)

During the feasting, several boats were
christened. A single was name fGharlie
Kain, and quads were named fiack Sholl
and forRed and Sara Sargent

JACK SHOLL

ol

Finally, after everyone had had way too Jack christens the Empacher quad. (

much to eat, several hardy rowers went out

for the singl , which for th 1
et v, " " Fairmount Lt. 2x §'at
Pan Am Trials

by Matt Henwood

Matt Henwood and Andrew Grzybowski
raced the Lightweight Double at the Pan Am
Trials in Princeton. Here is Matt’s account.

The 2007 Pan-Am trials began Monday,
May 21, with a 2-heat progression. Winners
of the heat would move on to first final, with

Charlie Kain, with John J. Kieffer, broke out hid o all other competitors moving to the reps in
FRA tank for the occasion. (Sholl) order to qualify for the final. The
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Liverman/Montgomery duo from
Malta/PennAC won the heat pushing us to
the reps. Day 2 was our rep, and we were
able to place a very close second, finishing
just over one second down to California boat
club, but enough to move on. Day 3 began
the first final of the best-of-three format.
Again Liverman/Montgomery proved fast
and won. We were able to give a good push
in the final 250m and narrowly missed®2
place by less than 1 second, still beating a
fast Malta 2x which had won one of the
heats two days before. Day 4, the second
final of a possible three, and our fourth race
that week. Liverman/Montgomery had the
advantage in the three boat race, Fairmount,
California and Malta/PennAC. We fought
hard, however it was simply not enough to
overcome  the Liverman/Montgomery
double and they claimed the right to
represent the USA at the 2007 Pan
American Games.

Purdue Knocks Off
Locals at Vails

by Shannon Ryan, Phila. Inquirer, May 14

Temple did not set out yesterday looking for
merely a good showing in the Dad Vail
Regatta on the Schuylkill. The Owls
expected nothing but a gold medal to return
the program to its former dominance.

The anger and devastation on the faces of
the eight-man varsity heavyweight crew as it

crossed the finish showed that it was unable
to do either.

"l thought we had come into our own and

we were ready,"” said junior Bob Protesto, a
St. Joseph's Prep graduate. "This was the
worst feeling in the world."

The Owls earned a silver medal with a time
of 5 minutes, 44.83 seconds, coming in
behind Purdue's gold-medal time of 5:42.59.

The event used to belong to Temple. The
Owls won 13 in a row from 1989 to 2001
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and had taken first in 20 of 22 races until
they lost in 2004 to Michigan.

Last year, Marietta stole Temple's crown.
Yesterday, the Boilermakers did the Owils
in.

Temple coach Gavin White loathes this
trend.

"The thing that concerns me the most is that
we've gotten used to losing," White said.

"It's hard to break that cycle. It's the same
with winning. It was where we were bigger

than life to a lot of these teams. Now it's

like, 'Whose turn is it to beat Temple this

year?'"

Like his rowers, White was certain that this
was the year the Owls would return to the
top. Temple entered with confidence after
beating Marietta, Purdue and Florida Tech -
which were all in yesterday's final - at the
SIRA Regatta in Oak Ridge, Tenn. The
Owls came in second to Virginia there last
month.

Strong performances seemed to indicate
they were ready for yesterday's race.

"l would have bet my house we would win,"
White said.

Temple seemed to be in trouble nearly from
the start.

Purdue took a quick jump on the Owils,
which some of the rowers said rattled them.

"The boat was flopping all over the place,”
said freshman stroke Pat Curran. "No one
was together. It was panic mode most of the
race. . . . Guys started trying to pull the boat
by themselves instead of working together.
It just wasn't good."

By the time the rowers reached the
Columbia Avenue railroad bridge, Curran
said, he knew the Owls were in trouble.
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"| started getting scared at the bridge
because | couldn't even see [Purdue] out of
my peripherals anymore," he said.

The Owils closed the gap near the end, but
there was not much left that they could do at
that point.

White said he could find nothing wrong with
the race strategically other than the need to
emphasize a stronger start. Purdue won the
men's points title with 25, four more than
Temple. The Boilermakers also won the
overall team championship with 46 points.
St. Joseph's was second with 31, followed
by Ohio State's 29 points.

The St. Joseph's women finished second in
the varsity heavyweight eight (6:34.49) to

Purdue (6:31.36). The Hawks edged out
Massachusetts (6:47.35) for silver.

The Hawks tied for third with Massachusetts
with 17 points for the women's title. Ohio
State won with 22 points to beat Purdue by a
point.

The local highlight was the victory by

Philadelphia University in the women's

novice heavyweight eight (7:04.48), beating
Ohio State (7:08.12) and Connecticut
(7:08.61). The team had just started a
program this season, and many women had
never even rowed before they joined the
team.

"Our coach said to go out and make
history," Maureen Agnew said. "It felt
great."

While Temple struggled to find a silver
lining after its disappointing day, the Owls
said they would start to focus on next
season. Of the varsity eight, only two are
seniors.

"We're going to be fine next year,"” Curran
said. "This isn't going to happen again."
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Tom Dowd Wins Seitz
Award

by Kyle Dowd

Tom Dowdis this year's winner of the John
A. Seitz Award. The article below appeared
in the Dad Vail Regatta program.

“Tom refereed at the Dad Vail for so many
years, no one can quite remember when he
started”

“Ok, when the blades come out of the water,
feather them,” The seasoned rower said,
looking at his grandson. “Do what now?”
replied the young boy, no doubt confused by
the new terminology.

“Feathering, turn your wrist after you finish
pulling,” the man instructed, no doubt losing
patience with the young rower, “no no no,
here watch me.” After a few-more attempts
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trying to grasp the concept of feathering, the
boy began to understand. Now being able to
row an entire stroke the boy was delighted.

A few minutes passed, and then the boy
asked his grandfather when he had begun to
row. The man answered, “a very long time

ago.”

When the boy asked what was one of
Granddad’s favorite regattas to work at, he
replied, “the Dad Vail.”

As you may have guessed the man is Tom
Dowd, my grandfather. He refereed at the
Dad Vail for so many years, no one can
guite remember when he started, but it is
rumored he began in the 60’s. He has always
been out on the water, following races and
reporting times in the launches with his
yellow jacket, bullhorn, and flags, rain or
shine. Granddad was Chief Referee of the
Dad Vail Regatta for over a decade.

In learning about Granddad’s rowing history

| was amazed to learn of his involvement in
every aspect of rowing. Granddad started
rowing back when he attended St. Joseph’s
Prep in 1942, and rowed until he graduated
in 1946. Granddad attended college and then
served in the Korean War as an engineer.
While working he earned a Masters in Civil
Engineering from Drexel.

Granddad rowed for Penn AC for a short
while, but most of his rowing has been with
Fairmount Rowing Association, where he is
a lifetime member and still on the Board of
Directors. He competed for years in
everything from Singles to Eights and was
even in the first American Dragon Boat race
in Hong Kong.

Racing was only a part of his involvement in
Philadelphia rowing. Granddad'’s structural
engineering skill has been a great help to
Philadelphia rowing as he has assisted with
the structural designs of several boathouses,
the cable before the damn and more recently
the St. Joseph’s Boathouse.
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He has been a regatta organizer and official
for as long as anyone remembers. Granddad
was one of the head organizers at the
Stotesbury Cup Regatta beginning in the
1970's. He was one of the leaders who
organized the constantly expanding regatta
for 25 years. He helped start the Murphy
Cup Regatta, and is still an organizer and
referee till this very day. Granddad helped
with organizing and refereeing the New
Jersey State Championships. He now has a
trophy named after him, the Tom Dowd Cup
for the Girls Lightweight Four. He has also
assisted the Schoolboy Nationals, the
Frostbite Regatta and the Bill Braxton
Regatta with organization and refereeing for
years.

I am now a Junior, rowing for Montclair
High School. After high school | hope to
compete in college. Maybe one day
Granddad will be able to watch me compete
in one of his favorite regattas, The Dad Vail.

Valenti and the Valils
Volunteers

by Ed Moran, Daily News, May 11

Dad Vail volunteers (from left) Mike Reagan, Mark
Valenti and Morrie Ledwith are among many who
help out. (Alejandro A. Alvarez/Daily News)

Most days during the yeaMark Valenti
can be found somewhere around Boathouse
Row.

The same can be said fAr Wachlin, Ken
Shaw, Joe SweeneyClete Graham and a
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host of other longtime former

coaches and race officials.

rowers,

But this time of year, they are fixtures on

Boathouse Row and on and off the

Schuylkill River between the Viking Statue

on Kelly Drive to the start line of the 2,000-

meter race course up river just beyond the
Strawberry Mansion Bridge.

These are the 2 busiest weeks of spring
racing, starting with the Dad Vail Regatta.

Today and tomorrow, and again next
weekend, thousands of high school and
college athletes will descend on Philadelphia
from across the country and Canada to try to
end their season with a prestigious
championship.

From the people who come to race and
participate, to those who come to watch and
those who drive by on the expressway and
wonder what they are looking at, it will all
seem to go very smoothly and quickly.

But for Valenti and company, putting on the
regatta is a job that begins the week
following the races and continues all year.
They are the volunteers behind the event,
and they do it tirelessly for nothing more
than the joy of seeing an event most of them
have competed in, and some have coached
in, be run the best way possible.

"It's all volunteers,” Valenti said. "And |
would say the core 30 or 40 people in the
regatta committee and the ones that are here
every year doing the grunt work to get the
thing done are former college rowers
themselves and almost all of them rowed in
the Dad Vail in the '40s, '50s, and '60s, or
they are the family of former rowers.

"We have whole families involved, some
second and third generation of families."

Valenti did not row in college. He did row in
high school at La Salle and then got
involved in the regatta as a high school
coach.
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"l got involved in 1983 when | was coaching
at La Salle High School with Ken Shaw,"

Valenti said. "He's been involved for

probably 30-plus years and they were
looking for some extra people to get
involved, some younger people. At the time
| was younger."

For Valenti, that was 25 years ago. He is 60
and he swears this is his last regatta;
something that more than one person has
heard him say.

For Valenti and the men and women who
work with him, the Dad Vail and the
Stotesbury Cup, the largest high school
championship race in North America, this is
more than just a hobby.

It is a passion. Valenti has raced in the
Stotesbury Cup and coached in the Dad
Vail, winning the men's heavyweight varsity
four race in 1991, when he was the head
coach at La Salle University.

"It's just one of those things that builds," he
said. "You get involved and the more you
get involved it feeds on itself. You get
involved with the planning, the logistics,
pushing docks up and down the river a
couple of times a year, putting buoys in with
Al Wachlin, cutting down trees, a little bit
of everything. | do all the little crappy jobs
that no one wants to do that have to be
done.”

When he first got involved, running the two
regattas was a little simpler. The sport was
nowhere near as large as it is today.

For the Dad Vail, there were probably 50 to
70 colleges and universities involved and the
whole thing could be run from the docks
near the Strawberry Mansion Bridge.

Not anymore.
Today, the 69th version of the regatta will

bring 116 schools to the banks of the
Schuyilkill.
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Vendors and tents will be set up all down
the length of the course and the area below
Columbia Bridge will be a major staging
area with 300 feet of docks built just for
these two races.

"The numbers have grown,” Valenti said,
"especially in women's rowing. | don't know
the numbers but I'm willing to bet there are
more women rowing then men."

Regardless of the size, the payment that
Valenti gets for putting in his time is the joy
that the athletes get from competing in the
two events.

"When you get out there Saturday morning
and you see a couple of thousand college
athletes and they come from so far afield
and you know that they have been working
since August of last year and this is the
ultimate race of their college rowing career,
particularly for seniors,” he said, "it really
does make it worth it."

Fairmount Foto Fun

Vesperian Paul Horvath has something in his eye, Al
is phasing in and out of the space-time continuamad,
yet John Willemin remains completely oblivious.
Pete’s will do that to you. (LogShots)
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Rower Roy Robson
Roams ‘Round Rome

Famed world traveleRoy Robson strikes
again — this time he was at the Vatican in
Rome.

Roy in front of the Vatican. Note the FRA shirt.
(Robson)

The early years of the Quaker City Masters Rega#ia,
depicted in the Vatican. (Robson)
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A" Anniversary for New
Log

We are now up to four years of the revived
Fairmount Log At this point, there are
probably a good number of members in the
club who have never known Fairmount
without The Lodg But it was not always
thus. The first run of théog was 1937-
1951, and now 2003 to the present. So
really, theLog has been around for 20 years
out of 129. Nonetheless it is a great
tradition and one that we will keep going!

Letters to the Editor

FRA Log 20-5:

Great as always.
Carol Colgan

Good piece on the Stotes... | have WP, TJ's,
St. Albans, Chaminade, Prep and possibly
Mainland in the final. Although slightly
biased, | have WP taking it. Consistently in
the 4:26-28's with no current and not being
pushed. Just my opinion.

John Glasgow

There aren't many existential philosophers
on Boathouse Row, but the few | have met
are quick to remind me of the comment of
Albert Camus: "l often wonder what future
historians will say about us. One sentence
will suffice to describe modern man: he
fornicated and he read newspapers." Well,
with all due respect to Monsieur Camus, |
think most of just read the Fairmount Log.
(master letterwriter) Cliff Pearlman,
Penn AC
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Racing Results

City Championships
May 6

Boy's Varsity Eight Final
St. Josephs Prep
Mainland

Ocean City

Holy Spirit

Bonner

St. Augustine

Boys V8 Final.

Girl's Varsity Eight Final
Bishop Eustace

Mount St. Joseph
Oakcrest

Holy Spirit

Mainland

Radnor

Girl's Varsity Double Final
Shipley

EpiscopalAndrea Mcgovern
Germantown

Notre Dame

Ridgewood

Montclair

Boy's Ltwt Eight Final
St. Josephs Prep

St. Augustine

La Salle

Chaminade
Moorestown
Absegami

Boy's Ltwt Four Final

Lower MerionSteve Krajewski

Christian Brothers A
St. Josephs Prep
Bonner

Peddie

St. Augustine

4:19.01
4:19.94
4:21.55

4:23.19
4:25.89
4:30.25

4:47.43
4:49.46
4:50.03
4:51.72
4:52.70
5:01.03

5:33.49
5:38.23
5:45.71
5:46.20
5:57.33
6:00.33

4:26.18
4:27.94
4:29.92
4:42.49
4:48.86
5:05.66

4:48.51
4:50.52
4:53.37
4:57.16
5:02.81
5:10.17
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Lower Merion wins the Lwt. 4.

Girl's Ltwt Eight Final

Mount St. Joseph 4:58.66
Holy Spirit 5:04.32
Merion Mercy 5:08.12
Ocean City 5:10.57
Lower Merion 5:23.08
Camden Catholic 5:28.86
Dad Vails

May 11-12, Philly

Men's Varsity Heavyweight Eight

Final
Purdue 5:42.59
Temple 5:44.83
Florida Tech 5:46.19
Marietta 5:47.88
Jacksonville 5:51.39
Army 5:55.56

MVS8 final. Purdue beats Temple.

Second Final
Lehigh 5:53.43
St Joseph 5:57.4

Roch Inst Tech 5:59.3
Grand Valley:  5:59.39

Delaware 5:59.51
San Diego: 6:01.15
Semis (2 to Final)
Marietta 5:43.09
Army 5:44.11
Lehigh 5:50.46
Delaware 5:53.78
Loyola 5:58.77
LaSalle 6:10.93

REP's (2 to Semi-Final)
Loyola 6:08.54
George Mason  6:10.54
Rhode Island 6:16.07
Drexel 6:22.84
Michigan State 6:33.07
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Women's Varsity Heavyweight Eight

Final
Purdue 6:31.36
Saint Joseph  6:34.49
U. Mass 6:37.35
Santa Clara 6:40.17
Ohio State 6:44.97
Tulsa 6:54.88
Fordham 6:59.01

WV8 final. Purdue beats St. Joes.

Semis (2 to Final)

Purdue 6:30.01
Santa Clara 6:35.17
Dayton 6:44.04

U. Conn 6:45.69

Alabama 6:47.01
Villanova 6:52.51
Saint Joseph  6:28.81
Tulsa 6:35.26

Drake 6:37.42

Fordham 6:39.24
Temple 6:42.83

George Mason  6:55.47

REP's (2 to Semi-Final)

Lehigh 6:58.36

Villanova 7:03.4

Loyola 7:06.24

Army 7:09.97

LaSalle 7:24.39

Women's Varsity Ltwt 8 Heats (3 to Final)
Lehigh 7:22.36

U. Mass 7:25.49

Penn State 7:29.24

Temple 7:33.34

Men's Varsity Lightweight Eight Final
Georgia Tech  5:55.06

St. Joseph 5:56.24

Mercyhurst 6:01.55
Jacksonville 6:05.74

Grand Valley 6:08.46
Northwestern ~ 6:09.73

Women's Frosh/Novice Hvwt EightFinal
Philadelphia U. 7:04.18

Ohio State 7:08.12

U. Conn 7:08.61

St. Joseph 7:15.21



The Fairmount Log

Villanova 7:31.17
Purdue EXC

EAWRC Sprints
May 13, Cooper River

Many Fairmount Alumni in the finals!

Varsity Eight Grand Final

1 Yale 6:28.6
2 Brown 6:32.3
3 Princeton 6:35.60nya Bishop

4 Radcliffe 6:37.1
5 Dartmouth 6:40.5
6 Northeasterm 6:49.8

Petite Final

1 Pennsylvania 6:50.525
2 Columbia 6:54.288
3 Rhode Island 6:56.769

4 Boston U 6:56.965
5 Syracuse 7:04.436
6 Navy 7.08.147

Lwt. 2nd Varsity Eight Grand Final
1 Princeton
2 Radcliffe 7:32.4
3 Wisconsin 7:35.9
4 Georgetown  7:44.6

Novice EightGrand Final

1 Brown 6:51.1Anna Vreslovic
2 Pennsylvania 7:038elsey Colgan
3 Yale 7:08.5

4 Syracuse 7:13.7

5 Radcliffe 7:21.7

6 Rutgers 7:24.1

Lwt. Novice Eight Grand Final

1 Radcliffe 7:07.7

2 Wisconsin 7:15.8

3 Princeton 7:30.Alyssa Perry
4 Georgetown  7:36.9

5 M.LT. 7:55.6

EARC Sprints
May 13, Lake Quinsigamond

Varsity Eight Petite Final
1 Cornell 5:35.740
2 Boston U. 5:36.968
3 Pennsylvania 5:38.419
4 Northeastern  5:39.700
5 Navy 5:40.924
6 Georgetown  5:47.690

7:12.81addie Davis stroked.
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Varsity Lightweight Eight Petite Final
1 Yale 5:46.304

2 Columbia 5:48.790

3 Pennsylvania 5:50.759

4 Delaware 5:51.527

5 Rutgers 5:53.953

6 MIT 5:59.448

Stotesbury Cup Regatta
May 18-19, Philly

Girl's Senior Eight Final

Bishop Eustace 4:57.64
E.L.Crossley 4:58.49
Oakcrest 5:03.33
Mount St Joseph 5:04.80
Winter Park 5:05.27
Holy Spirit 5:06.58
Boy's Senior Eight Final
Thomas Jefferson 4:18.86
Winter Park 4:21.16
St Josephs Prep 4:24.43
St Albans 4:27.07
Mainland 4:29.87
Bonner 4:32.57
Girl's Senior Double Final
Churchill 5:36.48
Gloucester 5:42.10
North Allegheny 5:45.03
Episcopal PA 5:45.81
Andrea Mcgovern, Erin Espe
Shipley 5:51.54
Hylton 6:01.27
Girl's Junior Double Final
Episcopal PA 5:44.21
Brittany Bruder, Kelly Burke
Woodbridge 5:45.55
Montclair 5:52.40
St John 5:57.20
Springside 6:00.95

Port Dover Composite 6:09.38

Boy's Lightweight Four Final

Gov Simcoe 4:56.407
Lower MerionSteve Krajewski4:56.589
E.L.Crossley 5:03.666
Christian Brothers 5:03.823
Holy Cross ON 5:07.384

St Josephs Prep 5:09.671
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Lower Merion defeated by half a seat.

Girl's Lightweight Eight Final

Mount St Joseph 4:59.953
Holy Spirit 5:05.889
Winter Park 5:09.650
McLean 5:10.143
Ocean City 5:16.892
Merion Mercy 5:20.793

Boy's Lightweight Eight Final

St Josephs Prep 4:22.97
LaSalle 4:25.53
St Augustine 4:28.16
St Francis 4:29.46
Blair 4:30.33
Great Bridge 4:33.76

LognosticatorMike McKenna called all
four winners correctly. Below, Mike’s
predictions vs. the actual results.

Event | McKenna Reality
Boys | 1. Thomas 1. Thomas
Sr. 8 | Jefferson Jefferson
2. Prep 2. Winter Park
3. Mainland 3. St. Joe's Prep
Girls 1. Eustace 1.Bishop Eustace
Sr.8 | 2. Mount 2. E.L. Crossley
3. Winter Park 3.0akcrest
Boys | 1. Prep 1. St. Joe's Prep
Lt. 8 2. Blair 2. La Salle
3. St Augustine | 3. St. Augustine
Girls 1. Mount 1. Mt. St. Joe's
Lt. 8 2. Winter Park 2. Holy Spirit
3. Holy Sprit 3. Winter Park

Pan Am Trials
May 21-24, Mercer Lake

Lightweight Men’s Double

Heat 1
Malta (A. Liverman, R. Montgomery) 6:28.659
Fairmount RA (Matthew Henwood, Andrew
Grzybowski) 6:36.997
Undine (E. Reitinger, S. Saylor)  6:38.556

Repachage 1
California (G. Frase, R. Zechmann) 6:57.460
Fairmount (Henwood, Grzybowski) 6:58.865
Undine (Reitinger, Sayor) 7:00.856
Riverside (T. Wong, M. Fowle)  7:16.751
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Final 1
Malta (Liverman, Montgomery)  6:37.537
California (Frase, Zechmann) 6:45.130

Fairmount (Henwood, Grzybowski) 6:45.524

Malta (Obrien, O'connor) 6:50.228
Final 2

Malta (Liverman, Montgomery)  6:31.673

California (Gavin , Zechmann) 6:35.222

Fairmount (Henwood, Grzybowski) 6:42.677

SRA Nationals
May 25-26, Cooper River

Girls Jr. Double Final
Woodbridge 5:51.0080
Episcopal Academy-Pa 5:57.3830

Conestoga HS 6:00.7740
Amelia 6:02.6960
St. John the Baptist 6:10.7580
Sacred Heart 6:38.6960
Girls Sr. Double Heat #2

Warwick N/A

Holy Spirit 5:49.0030
Shipley School 6:01.1740
Episcopal Academy-Pa 6:05.5960
Potomac 6:39.9710
Boys Lwt. 4 Final

Governor Simcoe 4:59.0060
Lower Merion HS 4:59.3810
Leon High School 5:01.4130
St. Ignatius-Chicago 5:06.6780
Bonner RA 5:09.2720
Christian Brothers 5:13.2090
Girls Lwt. 8 Final

Mount Saint Joseph 5:08.0010
Nardin Academy 5:11.6730
Holy Spirit 5:12.2670
Notre Dame 5:13.1730
McLean 5:19.7670
Merion Mercy 5:28.5950

Boys Lwt. 8 Final
St. Joseph's Preparatory  4:31.0000

St. Augustine Prep HS ~ 4:35.7820
Canisius HS 4:39.1880
Great Bridge 4:41.5470
St. Ignatius HS 4:42.3440
Upper Arlington HS 4:42.5470
Girls Sr. 8 Final

New Trier HS 5:00.0090
Oakcrest HS 5:02.3530



The Fairmount Log 11

Dennis Moris 5:02.6810

Mount Saint Joseph 5:02.9000
Radnor HS 5:07.2280

Boys Sr. 8Final

T. Jefferson 4:20.0090

Winter Park HS 4:22.2270

Bonner RA 4:23.2590

St. Joseph's Preparatory  4:26.4460

Greenwich 4:28.3370
Mainland HS 4:31.3520
Callow Cup

May 27 (rescheduled from May 6), Annapolis

LW Men's Varsity 8
Navy 5:47.57
Penn 5:56.81

Mark Your Calendars

FAIRMOUNT R.A. SUMMER OUTING

Join us for a night of Baseball to see
Camden RiverSharks vs. Somerset Patriots.
The game is on Saturday, July 7th at 7:05
p.m. at Campbell’s Field in Camden, NJ.

Please sign up by Monday, June 18th if you
are interested in attending the game. Tickets
are $10. Family and friends, young and old
are welcome.

If you have any questions, please contact
Kieran Furlong or Stephanie at (856) 371-
6900 or kierantato@yahoo.com

Upcoming Races

July 14 Youth Regatta

July 15 Middle States

July 29 Diamond State Masters,
Middletown, DE

August 4 Quaker City Masters
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FRAgments

Small boat sessions have begun on
Wednesdays at 6:00 am. AccordingTiom
Greenwood “The practices will be led by
either Mike Irwin or Eric Carcich (Penn
freshmen heavyweight coach). The
coaching will be geared towards singles,
doubles and pairs. Thanks Mark Davis,
Frank Biller and Tom Toland for
organizing...” Former FairmounterTim
Afflerbach just got back from six months of
active duty for the Navy in Kuwait. After a
short stopover in Virginia, he goes to reserve
status at home to Seattle. He hopes to visit
FRA in July when he will be in Virginia for
training...

A medallion of Tim'’s unit.

John Glasgowchecked in from Baltimore,
where he is erging, and is happy that his
Chrysler Corp. has returned to American
control. He hopes to get up here this
summer for a row... Some new members:
Barry Lappin (Ibarrylappin@hotmail.com)
is moving here from NYAC, where he rows
at NYAC. Tom Barclay (tbarclay8@
hotmail.com) is a former Purdue rower, and
looks like you would expect of a Purdue
heavyweight... Gardner Cadwalader, a
member of University Barge Club and
former Olympic rower, has been elected to
the Fairmount Park Commission... At the
last general meeting, Captain Biller
reported that the Vesper boats were in fine
shape... And it is officialKieran Furlong
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will be going to graduate school at Stanford
this fall... Northeastern juniofom Owston

Jr. injured his back and is out for the
season. He may be able to retain the year’s
eligibility through a redshirt... | chatted with
Ed Hewitt of row2K.com at the IRA as he
was busily taking photos of the crews. He
provides a great service to the rowing
community. Give them some money if you
can.

The New Cooper House

by Ray Parrillo, Phila. Inquirer, May 2

The rear of the spanking-new, environmentally
friendly Boathouse at Cooper River in Pennsauken.
(Barbara Johnston / Inquirer)

Harry Carroll can laugh now as he describes
the chaotic scenes that would break out in
the fenced-in area on the banks of the
Cooper River after the first clap of thunder
was heard or initial bolt of lightning was
seen, signaling an approaching storm.

Scholastic rowers, at times as many as 500
of them, including some from Carroll's crew
at Bishop Eustace, would scatter for cover
like frightened geese, sprinting to their cars
or back down North Park Avenue in
Pennsauken to the prep school's campus.

"You know, you put 500 high school kids in
the same fenced-in area, and it's not exactly
the place you want to be," Carroll said. "It
was great to be on the water. It wasn't so
great to be around the water."

But downriver a couple of hundred yards,
there now stands the spanking-new
Boathouse at Cooper River, a cedar-colored
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structure with a copper roof that stands like

a welcoming oasis for about 600 rowers

representing seven nearby high schools, the
South Jersey Rowing Club, and the crew
from Rutgers-Camden.

It is perhaps the finest, most modern, and
most ecologically correct boathouse in the
Philadelphia region, which is rich in rowing
tradition.

"We like it," Stack, the Rutgers-Camden
crew coach and boathouse manager, said
proudly.

Except for three winter months, Stack,
assisted by Tom Morrissey, typically spends
about 16 hours a day managing the
boathouse, directing traffic and booking
social events for its upstairs banquet room,
which seats 200 and has a wraparound
balcony that offers a picturesque view of the
river and the city skyline across the
Delaware.

The conditions for rowing on the Cooper

River have long been considered almost
ideal. For nearly four decades, it has hosted
regattas. Once again, an Intercollegiate
Rowing Association event, the men's

championships, will be held there, from May

31 to June 2. Last weekend, Bishop Eustace
hosted the New Jersey State Championships
there. On May 13, the Eastern College

Athletic Conference will host the Eastern

Sprints there.

But until the 23,000-square-foot boathouse
was completed before the start of the fall
rowing season at a cost of $6.5 million, the
venue was lacking a first-class facility. No
more. The boathouse, which took 18 months
to construct, has six bays housing about 100
boats belonging to Bishop Eustace, Camden
Catholic, Moorestown, Haddonfield,
Haddon Township and Collingswood high
schools, as well as the South Jersey Rowing
Club and Rutgers-Camden.

And it's environmentally friendly: The air-
conditioning and heating systems are
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geothermal and the docks are made of
recyclable material.

"It's the only boathouse | know of that's
gone sort of green," Stack said.

Funding for the boathouse came mostly
from a state Green Acres grant, along with
loans from the Delaware River Port
Authority and some Camden County money.
The schools pay $75 a seat for boat storage,
and Stack expects the fee to be lowered
when revenue from the banquet hall starts
coming in.

The boathouse opening comes at a time
when rowing is going through a boom,
especially at the high school and women's
collegiate levels, the latter because of Title
IX. Both Carroll and Camden Catholic
coach David Reader said a majority of their
crews were composed of girls, partly
because of the increased scholarship money
available to collegiate women's rowers.

"If you look at the schools that are
expanding in women's rowing - Michigan,
Tennessee, dominant big football schools - a
lot of it is designed to balance off the
scholarships that football gets," said Carroll,
who has about 85 rowers at Eustace even
though the program began only six years
ago.

"You can have a women's team at the
collegiate level of 75," he said. "So is there
money out there chasing these girls?
Absolutely. And it's a good thing, good for
the sport. The rise in women's rowing in
terms of quality within the last five years has
been remarkable."

Meanwhile, the days when these most
dedicated and hardworking athletes have to
run to their cars for cover, leaving their

belongings and shells exposed to the harsh
elements, are finished. And no one misses
them.
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The Prez Sez

by John Willemin

| would like to address a few items which
came up at the May meeting. The first is the
"Fairmount Open Gate Policy."

As most every member knows, the side gate
does not close properly. It is on the House
Committee list of things to fix, however,
until that time, it is the responsibility of all
members and coaches to make sure the gate
is closed. | find it open everytime | come to
row on weekends or in the evenings. | have
heard reports about it being left open at
night also.

There are always a number of gym bags in
the boat bays during practice. I'm sure they
contain cell phones, I-pods, and other
treasures. It's a miracle that nothing has yet
been stolen. It's only a matter of time.
Please close the gate whenever you enter or
exit!
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The next issue is member rentals. Below is
a paragraph from the "Guide to Fairmount
RA" which Kieran was kind enough to
assemble. Incidentally, these conditions also
exist in the rental contract.

“6. As a general rule, the Boathouse should
be left as clean after the event as it was
before. THIS INCLUDES SWEEPING
AND MOPPING THE FLOORS. Because
the Boathouse is used by the members on
most mornings, it must be cleaned
immediately after the event. Do not use
dishwashing detergent when mopping the
hardwood floors. Instead use the Murphy’s
Oil Soap, Spic and Span, or Mr. Clean
supplied for that purpose. All decorations,
flowers, etc. must be removed from both the
Boathouse and the grounds outside at the
end of the event. All trash must be bagged
and removed from the premises.”

When | arrived this Sunday morning, it
appeared that the floors had not been swept
or mopped. There was trash on the porch.
There were supplies left behind the bar.

It's not good enough to say, "The floors
don't look too bad. | don't have to mop
them." They must be swept and mopped,
and all trash bagged and removed from the
premises. This means the trash goes home
with the renter. We will start keeping
security deposits from members if things
don't improve.

Here is another section from the "Guide."

“SMOKING IS NOT PERMITTED IN THE
BUILDING OR ON THE ADJACENT
PORCHES DUE TO THE POTENTIAL
FOR DAMAGE TO THE RAILINGS.
Smoking is permitted only outside near the
front entrance.”

After every rental, | find cigarette butts on
the dock. Obviously, people are smoking on
the porch and dropping the butts below.

Fairmount is a great club. We provide top-
notch equipment for our members to row,
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and a great facility for all to enjoy. | am
asking everyone to please help keep it that
way.

Rowing Exhibit at the
Free Library

by Clifford Pearlman

Penn AC member Jennifer Donsky is a
curator of an exhibit about Boathouse Row
on display through at The Free Library of
Philadelphia. Jennifer writes this about
"Mystical River: the Art and Regalia of
Rowing:"

"Philadelphia's Boathouse Row is an
international icon of our city and of rowing.
The Free Library of Philadelphia (1901 Vine
Street) is delighted to offer a photographic
peek inside the regattas and boathouses of
our city and those beyond our borders.
Exquisite works--including photographs,
woodcuts, regalia and books--from our
collections provide illuminating historical
and contemporary visual documentation of
this graceful sport.

The exhibit is complemented by verse
excerpts that poetically detail the rower's
dual pursuit of speed and finesse. Located
in two display cases outside the Social
Science and History Department through
August."



