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Newspaper consolidation has finally hit “The Boathouse Row Newsletter of Record”
Volume No. 20 Issue No. 4 April 2007

Editor:  Lee J. Silverberg (silvelj@jmusa.com and ljsilverberg@comcast.net)
Fairmount Rowing Association, #2 Boathouse Row, Philadelphia, PA, 19130

www.fairmountrowing.org/thelog.html

Colleges – It’s On
And they’re off!

Penn is looking strong on both sides of the
ball so far. The heavy men, under Fred
Honebein, were ranked 13th nationally in the
first poll, which came before their first race.
They defeated #20 GWU on March 31 by
three seconds.  Coach Irwin’s lightweights
opened April 1st with a win over Rutgers.
The women, who were slow last season,
look much better this year.  They have two
eights that are virtually equal in speed.  Both
eights easily beat slow crews from
Georgetown and MIT on Mar. 31, then later
the same day they both narrowly beat GWU.
One might expect a pretty fast V8 to emerge
from these two crews.

Temple’s men were 26th in the first poll.
They were beaten by Dad Vail rival FIT in
Florida March 10, but they always get faster
as the season progresses, and they came
back to win their Murphy Cup on March 24.
The women won the Keuper Cup in Florida,
but did not make the final at the Murphy
Cup.  They made the final of the Cal Cup in
San Diego, but were last.  The women have
a lightweight crew too, but they were 3rd of
4 at the Murphy Cup and were buried by a
fast Bucknell boat on March 31.

The St. Joe’s women are defending their
Dad Vail Championship.  They opened
March 10 with a win over three Vails rivals,
including Drexel.  They next won their heat
at the Murphy Cup, then finished 3rd in the
final, behind fast crews from Bucknell and
Navy.  They beat UConn, another recent

Dad Vail champion, on Mar. 25, then came
in 2nd in the final of the Cal Cup at San
Diego.  They are surely the class of the Dad
Vail crews in Philly, and maybe of all the
crews here.  The men’s heavyweights should
be strong again this year.  Their only race so
far was on March 25, and they were beaten
by two EARC crews, Georgetown and Holy
Cross. The lightweights, however, did beat
Holy Cross to win that race.

Drexel’s men started well with a win over
Lehigh and Delaware on March 10.   They
made the final at the Murphy Cup, but ended
5th, while Lehigh took 2nd.  The women are
not going to threaten St. Joes this spring.  19
seconds was the gap on March 10, and they
did not make the final at the Murphy Cup,
losing to Temple and St. Joes in their heat.

Villanova’s women did make the final at the
Murphy Cup, but came in last.  They did not
make the final at San Diego.  They seem to
be similar in speed to Temple, giving about
10-15 seconds to St. Joes.

LaSalle’s men were at least competitive at
the Murphy Cup, 4th of 5 and 14 seconds off
Drexel in their heat. Can’t say the same for
the women, last by 22 seconds in their heat.

And there is a new kid on the block!
Philadelphia U. has started a program under
head coach Chris O’Brien, former Bonner
assistant and Villanova oarsman. They
fielded two men’s novice eights at the
Murphy Cup, and also a women’s varsity
lightweight 8, who rowed a respectable race,
only 3 seconds behind Temple.
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Lee’s Philly Rankings (V8s)
Rank Men Women
1. Penn Penn
2. Temple St. Joes
3. St. Joes Temple
4. Drexel Villanova
5. LaSalle Drexel

LaSalle

1. Penn Lwts Temple Lwts
2. SJU Lwts Philadelphia Lwts.

Girls High School
Sweep Rowing Preview
by Mike McKenna

Girls Varsity 8-  Last Season was one of the
strongest groups of varsities in memory.
Lawrenceville, Bishop Eustace, Mainland,
Holy Spirit and the Mount were all
contenders at the major national regattas.
The Mount became the 1st girls school to
sweep the 4 major regattas by winning the
NJ State, Philadelphia Cities, Stotesbury and
Scholastic Rowing Association
championships.  That said they will be hard
pressed to duplicate that record, not because
they are slower but because there are some
very strong challengers in the PSRA.
Bishop Eustace returns almost all of their
very fast V8, as does Mainland.  Both teams
are usually among the biggest and most
athletic teams.  Holy Spirit is ready to
bounce back from a sub par year (for them).
There are also a couple of new players in the
Varsity 8.  Radnor has won some early
season races and Agnes Irwin has sold their
sculling equipment to focus on sweep
rowing.  They too have shown some early
season speed.  There are others teams
capable of being in the finals as well.
Lawrenceville has been at the top the last
few years.  Ocean City is getting faster each
year with a big well-coached squad.  Some
of the old-line powers will be challenged to
break into the top group.  Overall the growth
of the girls programs makes for tougher and
tougher competition in what is already the
toughest high school league.

Girls Lightweight 8 – The Mount has
dominated this event for a number of years
at the national level.  These girls have not
lost a LW race since 2004, capping 2006
with the USRowing Youth Championship.
This crew appears to be strong again.
Camden Catholic broke into the top tier last
year and look to be fast.  Merion Mercy
looks to be competitive.  Holy Spirit has a
young, strong LW8 this year who could
contend as the season progresses.  Prendie
has a LW 8 this year and is looking to
recapture past glory in this event.  In the past
few years 50% of the finalists at the
Stotesbury and SRA have come from the
PSRA.  This year should continue the trend.
Episcopal, Eustace, Mainland and Shipley
have all fielded fast LW8s in past years and
could be back.

Girls JV 8- This is an event that is usually
dominated by the programs with depth.  The
Mount comes off gold in the Stotesbury and
Silver in the SRA with a very deep team that
has experienced big wins at each level.
Mainland Eustace and Ocean City are also
very deep and could make it to the top.
After the top tier look for Lawrenceville,
Atlantic City, Irwin and Prendie to break
into the top group.

Girls Freshman 8 – The Mount, Spirit,
Prendie and Mainland are usually major
forces in this event and should be fast again
this year.  The Mount will be looking to
four-peat defending its National
championship with a bigger, deeper group.
Expect Spirit, Mainland, Camden Catholic
and Prendie to also challenge for the medals
at the end of the season.  Beyond this group
there are a number of teams who could
challenge such as Ocean City, GA, Eustace,
Radnor and Atlantic City.  This is always a
wide-open event.

Girls Fours - Generally, the smaller
programs will focus on the fours events and
this year should be no exception.
Lawrenceville, Irwin, Peddie and Hun will
all be challenging for the medals in the LW
and Senior 4s.  Peddie is coming off a
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season for the ages with most of their Senior
4 returning.  Some of the other local schools
that may muster a fast 4 would be Prendie,
Lower Merion, GA, Mount and Harriton.
The Mount LW4 has won a few early season
races demonstrating the depth of the LW
talent at the Mount.

Overall Team Trophy - The Mount has
won the points trophy easily the last 2 years.
This year there may be more competition
with deep and fast teams from Mainland,
Holy Spirit, Eustace, Irwin and Merion
Mercy possible contenders.

Legends of Fairmount
by Lee Silverberg

Charles W. Preisendanz

Charles W. Preisendanz was a major
figure in American rowing and in Fairmount
R.A., and yet has been largely forgotten
within the club. Here is what I have learned
in my research so far.  Perhaps one of you
readers can tell me something more.

Charles W. Preisendanz, 1908 or earlier.1,24

The first mention I have found of a
Preisendanz is a listing of the officers of

Fairmount in 1889. “C. Pressendanz” (sic),
was elected Treasurer and a Director.2

At the 1890 People’s Regatta, Fairmount
finished 2nd in the Senior 8 race. Charles W.
Preisendanz was in the 3-seat.

In 1891, C.W. Preisendanz is listed as the 3-
seat in an Intermediate 8 that finished 2nd in
the Passaic River Rowing Association
Regatta on May 31.3

Fairmount’s “C.J.” Preisendanz served as a
judge at the 1893 Middle States Regatta,
July 22 on the Passaic,4,5   and at the July 14,
1894 Middle States Regatta, also on the
Passaic.22

“C.J” in the above paragraph could be typos
(the rowing logbook, which may not list
non-rowing members, only lists C.W. as
having rowed during the years 1891-1894),23

or C.J. Preisendanz may be Christian J.
Preisendanz, whose business, the
Philadelphia Wagon Works, was at 520-526
New Market St. in Philadelphia.6  He
apparently lived at 520 Mascher in
Philadelphia.7

The ad below appeared in a Schuylkill Navy
publication.8

An ad in the Schuylkill Navy history of 1900.8

Census records show that Christian J.
Preisendanz, born in Germany, was the
father of Charles W. and his sister Henrietta.
His wife was Rosa.25,26  In 1880, 37-year-old
C.J. worked as a “wheelwright,” and so did
16-year-old Charles.25
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A copy of the 1908 NAAO Minutes that is
at the U. of Michigan has a handwritten
comment in the margin of the picture of
Charles W. that is shown above.  It says,
“529 New Market St. Philadelphia,” which
is probably his work address.24 Charlie’s
obituary says that he too was a Philadelphia
wagon builder,9,20,2 and Census records agree
with this.  His wife was Helen C., and he had
a daughter Marion and a son Karl C.27,28

He lived in Camden at 512 State St. and was
active in the Masons in Philadelphia.20,21

He was Fairmount’s President from 1890 to
1921.1,10  His largest accomplishment is
probably the replacement of the original
boathouse with the current one, which was
finished in 1904, as detailed in Log # 19-12.

He was very involved with the National
Association of Amateur Oarsmen. The
records show that he was on the Executive
Committee from 1896-1900,1,11 Vice
President in 1901,1 on the Executive
Committee again 1902,1 Treasurer 1903-
1906,1,12,13 on the Executive Committee
again 1907-1908,1,14 V.P again 1909-1911,1

and again a member of the NAAO’s
Executive Committee, having been reelected
to a three-year term on Aug. 9, 1912.1  He
was reelected to the executive committee as
late as 1930.19  All told, he was a member of
the Executive Committee for over 25
years.15

From 1919-1928, he was the log-keeper of
the Schuylkill Navy.17

He was a judge at regattas.14,15  “He acted as
Chief Judge of the Finish for most of that
time.”15

He helped organize regattas. For example,
he was V.P of the Middle States Regatta
Association in 1913.1  In 1926, he was on
the Sesqui-Centennial Rowing Committee,
which included five regattas on the
Schuylkill, “the American Regatta, May 31,
on the opening day of the Exposition; the
Schuylkill Navy Regatta, June 19; the

People’s Regatta, July 5; the International
Regatta, August 4,5,6; and the Middle States
Regatta, September 6.”16

He must have rowed some after his
competitive years.  On June 15, 1918, with
most of the younger members probably
away at war, the Schuylkill Navy held an
abbreviated Regatta.  The races were ¼ mile
from the Lighthouse to the Fairmount Slip.
There was a Six-Oared Barge race, and
Fairmount finished 2nd of 3 with old-timers
Charles W. Preisendanz (b), F. Kuhn,
Charles Salinger, G. Evans, W. Lewis, H.
Diehl (s), and Dave Haws (cox).17

Charles, also known as “C.W.” or
“Charlie,”15,18 died at his home on
September 5, 1941,9,15,18,20,21   “following an
illness of a month.”21  He was 77.9,20,21  His
death was sufficiently noteworthy to rate an
obituary in the New York Times.9

Part of the obituary in the New York Times.9

One obituary said that he was “known to
thousands of Philadelphia oarsmen, past and
present, as judge of many Schuylkill Navy
regattas… and, in his youth, an enthusiastic
oarsman.”21

His death was also noted in the NAAO
yearbook, where it was said “he was well
known and liked by all rowing men.”15,18

The strange epilogue to this is that in his
later years, he may not have come around
the club much, because John Kieffer and
Charlie Kain, who started at Fairmount in
the late 30’s, do not remember him.  By
1941, he seems to have been nearly
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forgotten at Fairmount – his death was
barely mentioned in the Fairmount Log.
The Log did later mention that after his
death, his wife Ella9,20 C.20 donated the
mantel clock and “many beautiful emblems,
pictures, and souvenirs which belonged to
her late husband.”10

He was also survived by a daughter, Mrs.
Marion Kane.  He was buried in Harleigh
Cemetery in Camden, where Walt Whitman
also lies.20
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Fairmount Foto Fun

Yes, it really is Fairmount Beer.

*****
In response to the Q about the proper shade
of blue, I offer the following:

Funny old thing, I was at Mark and Mary
Davis's house just this past Saturday night
for a very nice dinner, and when I asked
Mark what the deal was with his oars, he
said “The correct shade of blue for FRA oars
is the one that matches your FRA jacket.”
Hmmm.

I am reminded of that Japanese proverb:
"The nail that sticks up gets hammered
down."

Steve Malloy

March 5th Meeting
Highlights

The Quaker City Masters Regatta is Aug. 4.
Lee Silverberg has stepped down as Regatta
Director.  John Willemin is taking over.

Boat damage: Anyone who causes boat
damage that is determined by the Rowing
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Committee to be due to negligence will be
charged the insurance deductible.

John Willemin asked if dragon boats are
represented on the Schuylkill Navy Safety
Committee.  Delegate Harry Todd  said two
of the seven clubs want to become Associate
Members of SN.  Harry will see to it that the
seven clubs hear the rules.

Tom Toland asked if the SN was looking at
dredging.  Harry said yes.  The city may do
it when the Art Museum puts up their new
parking lot.  Mike Bowers said it would
cost a few million dollars to dredge.  John
J. Kieffer suggested “power flushing”: high
pressure hoses pushing stuff from the
shallows out into the middle of the river so it
will wash over the dam.

John Krajewski asked about 2 sunken,
abandoned launches near Lloyd Hall.  It was
said they belong to Shipley.

Kieran Furlong  is getting together a guide
to the club for members.  He will give it to
Lee Silverberg to circulate.  Also, bound
copies will be available from Kieran for $4-
5 to the club.

Letters to the Editor
I think Kieran deserves an attaboy with oak
leaf cluster for his work on The Fairmount
Introductory Piece he presented at the March
General Meeting.  It is thorough and
professional.

This is the kind of initiative that Fairmount
should aspire to.  Pardon ending in
preposition, please.

Red Sargent 

Terrific, as always, Lee, thank you!
Stephan Matanovic

Racing Results
Drexel vs. Lehigh and Delaware
March 10, Philadelphia

Men’s Varsity 8
Drexel University  6:13.23
Lehigh University  6:18.18
University of Delaware  6:25.41

Rollins Invitational
March 10, Lake Maitland (Winter Park, FL)

Women's Varsity 8+
Nova Southeastern  6:40.6
UCF (Lwts) 6:43.7
Villanova  6:46.0
Rollins  7:03.9

Keuper Cup
March 10, Canal-54 Fellsmere, FL

Men's Varsity 8
Florida Tech 6:02
Temple  6:04
Embry-Riddle  7:03

Women's Varsity 8
Temple  7:01
Florida Tech 7:07
Stetson  7:40
Embry-Riddle 7:56

Saint Joes vs. Delaware, Lehigh, Drexel
March 10, Schuylkill River

Women’s Varsity 8
Saint Joseph's 7:13.6
Lehigh  7:29.5
Drexel  7:32.2
Delaware  7:33.2

Clemson, Boston College, Penn Scrimmage
March 12, Lake Hartwell-Clemson, SC

Women’s Varsity 8
Clemson A 5:12.2
BC A 5:17.5
Penn A 5:21.9

8th Annual Jesuit Invitational
March 16, Cooper River - CANCELLED
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2007 Miami International Regatta
March 17, Miami, FLA

Mens Masters 1x 60+   Final
Miami Rowing Club (J. Arellano) 05:32.41
Fairmount RA  (J. Pokorny) 05:50.94
Miami Beach (D. Baumstark) 06:04.87
Sarasota Scullers (J. McKibben) 06:10.30

Manny Flick #1
March 18  - CANCELLED

Connell Cup
March 24, Philadelphia, PA

Women’s Varsity 8
Yale 5:48.0
Columbia  5:55.2
Penn  5:57.9

Murphy Cup
March 24

Women's DI Varsity Eight
Final

Bucknell  5:59.39
Navy          6:01.09
St. Josephs 6:07.19
Dowling    6:11.04
Fordham      6:18.82
Villanova      6:21.44

Heat 1
 *Navy          6:08.68
 *Villanova  6:15.53
Delaware      6:17.01
West Virginia  6:18.36
La Salle     6:40.45

Heat 2
*St. Josephs   6:07.33
*Fordham      6:12.16
 Temple    6:14.50
Drexel    6:20.98
Sacred Heart  6:28.69
Loyola       6:47.58

Men's Varsity Eight
Final

Temple  5:08.48
Lehigh        5:14.38
U.S. Military Academy 5:19.58
Loyola       5:21.12
Drexel      5:26.64
Lafayette     5:42.84

Heat 1
*U.S. Military Academy 4:56.34
*Loyola        4:58.93
*Drexel      5:01.67
La Salle     5:15.97
Susquehanna 5:39.54

Women's Varsity Ltwt Eight  - Final
Lehigh 6:37.00
Penn State   6:41.33
Temple         6:45.38
Philadelphia   6:48.29

Saint Joseph's vs. U. of Connecticut
March 25, Schuylkill River

Women’s Varsity 8
Saint Joseph's 6:13.67
UConn  6:21.90

Villanova vs. Loyola, Holy Cross
March 25, Camden, NJ

Women’s Varsity 8
Holy Cross A  7:32.5
Villanova 7:34.6
Holy Cross B  7:59.3
Holy Cross C  8:25.6

Holy Cross vs. SJU, Georgetown, Loyola
March 25, Camden, NJ

Men’s Varsity 8
Georgetown  6:22.3
Holy Cross  6:30.7
St. Joseph's U  6:38.7
Loyola 6:56.9

Men’s Lightweight 8
St. Joseph's U  6:52.6
Holy Cross  7:10

Manny Flick #2
March 25

Girl's Varsity Eight
Final B

Radnor HS             4:51.96
Prendergast HS        4:52.84
Atlantic City HS      5:02.75
Moorestown RC         5:10.19

Final A
Bishop Eustace        4:35.15
Holy Spirit HS        4:42.42
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Merion Mercy          4:43.83
Mount St. Joseph      4:45.77
St. Anthonys HS       5:05.63

Boy's Varsity Eight
Final C

Gonzaga HS            4:10.93
Mainland HS B         4:19.03
Father Judge HS       4:21.72
Ocean City HS         4:23.02

Final B
St. Josephs Prep B    4:06.31
St. Anthonys HS       4:12.45
Bishop Eustace        4:16.58
Concord HS            4:36.91
Atlantic City HS     4:56.56

Final A
Chaminade HS          4:08.75
Mainland HS A         4:10.78
St. Josephs Prep A    4:11.92
St. Augustine        4:12.52
Msgr. Bonner HS       4:15.39

Girl's Ltwt Eight  - Final
Mount St. Joseph      4:45.58
Holy Spirit HS       4:50.57
Radnor HS             4:58.71
Prendergast HS        5:04.21
Lower Merion HS       5:12.50
Episcopal             5:20.87

Boy's Ltwt Eight - Final
St. Augustine         4:12.25
St. Josephs Prep B    4:14.25
St. Josephs Prep A    4:14.44
Ocean City HS         4:14.87

Shoebie Cup (Juniors)
March 31, Schuylkill River, Conshohocken PA

Lightweight Varsity 8 - Grand
Mount 4:34.1
Mercer 4:38.5
Holy Spirit 4:46.1

Varsity 8 - Grand
Mainland 4:56.2
Mercer 4:58.9

Penn vs. Georgetown & MIT
March 31, Philadelphia, PA

Women’s Varsity 8
Penn 6:27.4
Penn (JV) 6:27.9
Georgetown  6:50.6
MIT  7:04.9

Penn vs. George Washington
March 31, Philadelphia, PA

Men’s Varsity 8
Penn  5:37
GW  5:40

Women’s Varsity 8
Penn  6:34.9
Penn (JV) 6:35.4
George Washington  6:36.3

Bucknell University vs. Temple University
March 31, Schuylkill River, Philadelphia, PA

Women’s Varsity Lightweight 8
Bucknell  6:53.36
Temple  7:23.37

Lev-Brett Cup
April 1, Raritan River

LW Men’s Varsity 8
Penn  6:05.3
Rutgers 6:11.0

San Diego Crew Classic
March 31-April 1, San Diego, CA

Women’s Cal Cup
Final

UC Davis  7:20.49
St Joseph's  7:23.20
SUNY Buffalo  7:24.74
St. Mary's  7:26.79
Kansas St  7:28.76
Temple  7:49.53

Heat A
*St Marys 7:05.88
*St Josephs  7:07.70
Villanova  7:17.20
UCSB  7:22.68
Sonoma St  7:35.46
Arizona St  7:39.63
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Heat B
*SUNY Buffalo  7:05.89
*Temple  7:13.11
Santa Clara  7:13.94
USD  7:18.66
UC Irvine  7:21.65

Manny Flick #3
April 1

Girl's Varsity Eight
Final C

Agnes Irwin           5:04.37
Haddonfield           5:19.70
Absegami              5:24.37
Springside            5:26.33

Final B
Ocean City           5:08.02
Atlantic City         5:11.25
Prendergast           5:23.65
Egg Harbor            5:29.70

Final
Mount St. Joseph      4:58.42
Holy Spirit           5:04.84
Merion Mercy          5:08.37
Lawrenceville        5:13.17

Girl's Ltwt Eight   - Final
Mount St. Joseph      5:10.35
Merion Mercy          5:16.46
Holy Spirit           5:20.72
Ocean City            5:33.74
Prendergast           5:39.22

Boy's Varsity Eight
Final C

Ocean City            4:29.19
Mainland B            4:32.69
Father Judge          4:32.73
St. Josephs Prep B    4:34.63
Egg Harbor           4:40.28
Lawrenceville         4:41.67

Final B
Haddonfield           4:37.83
Absegami              4:39.93
Fairfield A           4:44.15
Concord               4:47.95
Fairfield B           4:51.09
 St. Pauls             4:51.57

Final
St. Josephs Prep A    4:23.64

Mainland A            4:27.97
St. Augustine         4:30.52
Bonner               4:30.77
Holy Spirit           4:33.13
La Salle              4:35.62

Boy's Ltwt Eight  - Final
La Salle              4:32.00
St. Augustine         4:34.45
St. Josephs Prep B    4:38.41
St. Josephs Prep A    4:41.93
Absegami              4:49.92

Mark Your Calendars

May 28 Memorial Day Club
Regatta and Brunch

Upcoming Races

May 6 H.S. City Champs
May 11-12 Dad Vails
May 13 EAWRC Sprints, Cooper
May 18-19 Stotesbury Cup
May 25-26 SRA Nationals, Cooper
May 31-June 2 IRAs, Cooper

FRAgments

New faces and old faces at the boathouse: A
surprise appearance was made by John
Scott, travelling on business from his new
home in Alabama.  He is rowing in a four
there, and has dropped some weight.
Making regular appearances lately are Paul
Avazier, a former Drexel rower, who is still
showing up despite the presence of old
coach Tom Toland; and new guy Steve
Titus, late of Potomac Boat Club.  We also
had a rare weekday coxswain appearance,
when Rebecca Calvert showed up on a
Thursday morning…  Fairmount Member
and Irish American Business Chamber
president Bill McLaughlin  visited the
White House for a reception hosted by the
President (that would be Bush, not
Willemin ).  Among the distinguished guests
was Ireland's Taoiseach Bertie Ahern…
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Bill at a recent event.

The long-promised Electronic Logbook is
here, thanks to Joe Kieffer!  The Logbook
is on the new club computer, which also has
been equipped with internet access, so we
can check streamflow, etc… John
Krajewski ’s son Steve has been accepted to
the U.S. Naval Academy.  Congratulations!

Fairmount LOGic

��������������������������
�
����
��
 �
�
�������	!�
������
��"�����#�
������
$�%
����$
������&������'�(��$
)���
�*
�����
��&��������

��
�
��������
��&

	��
�����&�)����(����
�#���%
��+"��������&,�
�
�
�*-

Why the Trees are Gone
by www.FairmountPark.org

Fairmount Park Executive Director Mark
Focht is pleased to announce the beginning
of construction on the Lemon Hill Viewshed
Restoration project in East Fairmount Park.
This project is being managed by the
Fairmount Park Historic Preservation Trust
with funding from Mr. H.F. Gerry Lenfest,
Schuylkill River Heritage Area and
Fairmount Park.  “This project reestablishes
the historic view of beautiful Lemon Hill
mansion and improves safety for park
visitors” said Executive Director Focht.
Lucy Strackhouse, the Executive Director of
the Fairmount Park Historic Preservation
Trust noted, “The Trust is very excited to
begin the viewshed restoration which will
revitalize this area of Fairmount Park and
encourage pedestrians to venture up the
Sedgeley Steps to visit Historic Lemon Hill
Mansion”.

Project elements include the removal of
dead, dangerous and invasive trees,
plantings of native shrubs and a meadow on
the hillside and restoration of the upper
Lemon Hill lawn areas where the former
Lemon Hill Greenhouse was located.

WHEN:      January – June 2007

WHERE: The hillside between Kelly
Drive and Lemon Hill, opposite
Boathouse Row.

WHY: Overgrown vegetation has obscured
the once grand views of historic Lemon Hill
Mansion from Kelly Drive and the
Philadelphia Museum of Art.  Once seen as
an attraction resting at the top of the hill by
travelers coming from Center City, it is the
goal of this project to allow this historic
landmark to again be enjoyed from afar.

In the 18th Century, mansions were built
above the Schuylkill River to take advantage
of the views and breezes. By 1801, the
earlier “Hills” mansion was transformed into
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the Lemon Hill Greenhouse and the Lemon
Hill Mansion was established.  Throughout
the 19th and well into the 20th Century,
Lemon Hill was a prominent feature of
Fairmount Park.  In 1926 Fiske Kimball, the
first Director of the Philadelphia Museum of
Art, chose to live in Lemon Hill partly due
to its visual connection with the Museum.

The viewshed restoration project will
enhance tourism by providing a pleasant
experience for sightseeing visitors and
enhancing safety and access by clearing
paths currently obscured by overgrown
vegetation.

Schuylkill Navy News

At its March meeting, 03/19/2007, the
Schuylkill Navy Board voted unanimously
to add Tuesdays and Wednesdays to the list
of wakeless days on the Schuylkill River
above the Columbia Railroad Bridge. This
addition will become effective January 1st,
2008.

The addition almost completes the process
to make the Schuylkill River a wakeless
river.  A process that started at the turn of
the Century.

Current wakeless days are: Sunday,
Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  It
is assumed that the next and final addition
will be to make wakeless the length of the
River, from Fairmount Dam to Flat Rock
Dam. - John P. Hogan

*****
The Schuylkill Navy is sponsoring an
instructional launch-driving course.   Learn
the ins and outs of driving a launch and
basic mechanics.   After training you’ll be
able to race down the Schuylkill with a US
Rowing Referee in your boat.   THIS is the
most exciting way to watch the races!!!

The Course requires a two-evening
commitment.

Course Dates are as follows:
Session I April 16 & 18 at 6:30 pm
Session II April 25 & 27 at 6:30 pm

All classes will meet at Sedgeley Boathouse.

Questions or to Enroll: Contact Marty @
marty35123@aol.com

Thank you for supporting rowing!
Marty Mirabal
Vice Commodore, Schuylkill Navy

*****
John (Jack) F. St. Clair, Jr. died Mar. 21
after a long illness at age 80 in his home in
Brigantine, N.J.  Jack rowed for Penn AC. A
two-time winner of the Turkey Trot, he also
produced two multiple winners of the event-
Jack, III, and Kevin. When he could no
longer cover the course on foot, he served as
the Turkey Trot Starter for many years.

Services were held on Sunday, March 25,
from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm at Bryers Funeral
Home, 406 Easton Road, Willow Grove,
PA, and Monday, March 26, from 9:00 am
to 11:00 am at Our Mother of Consolation
Church, 9 East Chestnut Hill Avenue,
Philadelphia, PA, 19118.  A Mass of
Christian Burial will follow.  Interment at
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Philadelphia, PA.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the Penn Presbyterian Heart Failure Unit or
the Cardinal Dougherty High School John
Saint Clair Scholarship Fund. - Ellen Saint
Clair


