
�� �� �
“The Boathouse Row Newsletter of Record” 

Volume No. 22 Issue No. 2 February/March 2009 
Editor:  Lee J. Silverberg (ljsilverberg@verizon.net) 

Fairmount Rowing Association, #2 Boathouse Row, Philadelphia, PA, 19130 
www.fairmountrowing.org/thelog.html 

 

Sara Wins at CRASH-
Bs, Castellan is 2nd 

 
Sara Sargent won the Indoor World 
Rowing Championship in her age category 
for the second straight year on Feb. 22 in 
Boston. She won by over 24 seconds!   Jim 
Castellan, who also won last year, finished 
2nd in his event. 
 
Here’s a recap from Jim: 
 
 “The 53 y.o. winner was unknown to me 
and seeded 5th. He and the German seeded 
3rd went out really hard and I figured 
(wrongly) they'd fade by 1000m. The 
German did but I picked it up then and made 
up a couple of seconds but still lost, his 
6:37.7 to my 6:39.8. I feel good about my 
time; I can't complain with breaking 6:40 as 
a 64 y.o. But the winner went out 
aggressively and was able to hold on for 
most of the race. He deserved the win for his 
gutsy race. 
  
Sara did really well so Fairmount still has 
some talent left among us old folks!” 

 Krajewski Wins Two 
FRA Awards 

  
The Fairmount Awards Cocktail Party took 
place on Feb. 22 at the boathouse.  This was 
the second year in which the awards were 
distributed at a cocktail party instead of a 
banquet.  The food was excellent, and 
arrangements were lovely as they always are 
when Michel is running things.  The crowd 
seemed a little spare, probably because the 
CRASH-Bs were the same day in Boston. 
 
The highlight of course was the presentation 
of awards, done by President John 
Willemin . 
 
A Life Membership was awarded to Bob 
Mudrick , who has been a member for over 
60 years.  Among Bob's accomplishments is 
the 1952 National Championship in the 
Senior Quad.  
 

 
1952 National Champion Senior 4x. James 

Muldowney (b), Robert Mudrick (2), James Coughlan 
(3), John Graebner (s). 
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Fairmount legends and Life Members John J. 

Kieffer and Bob Mudrick. (Krajewski) 
 
Frank Biller  won the Bowers/Rooster 
Award for the Club's Singles Championship.  
The trophy was accepted for him by Al 
Wachlin. 
 
The Rafter Mileage Award went to John 
Krajewski , with a total of 1412 miles.  John 
doubled up for the evening, also taking 
home the Amerigo Sonzogni Award, the 
club's most prestigious, for his terrific work 
on the house and vigorous involvement in 
club matters. 
 

 
John revels in the glory of his two honors. 

(Krajewski) 

Oarsman of the Year went to Red Sargent, 
who was at the CRASH-Bs cheering on Sara 
to victory.  Red won 13 sprint races, Wye 
Island, and 1 race at the Hooch.  He won in 
many boat classes, including 1x, 2x, 4x, 4+, 
and 8+. 
 
Junior of the Year was earned by Kelly 
Burke, now rowing at Penn. Here's a list of 
Kelly's racing highlights from 2008: 
 
Philadelphia City Championships, 1st, 
Varsity 4X 
Scholastic National Regatta, 1st, Sr. 4X 
Schuylkill Navy Regatta, 1st, Jr.2x 
Independence Day Regatta, 1st, Jr. 4x 
Stotesbury Cup Regatta, 2nd to Canadian 4X 
Junior Trials, 3rd, Jr. 2x 
US Rowing Club Nationals, 3rd, Jr. 4x 
Canadian Henley Regatta, 4th, Jr. 4x 
 
Curt Kaufmann  was given the Chuck Crow 
Award in recognition of his service in Iraq 
and his many brilliant letters to the club 
while he was away. 
 

 
Sgt. Kaufmann and President Willemin. 

(Krajewski) 
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Rebecca posing with her mileage award and 

Vanja with his Sonzogni… hey wait a minute! 
(Can you tell Bill Hudome wanted no part in the 

perpetuation of the fraud?) (Krajewski) 
 

 
John, Kevin Flynn, and Al Wachlin. (Krajewski) 
 

The Annual Log HS 
Rowing Preview 

by Mike McKenna 
 
Once again the Log brings you its exclusive 
preview of the High School Rowing Season, 
researched and written by well-informed 
Mount St. Joseph’s coach Mike McKenna. 
 
Spring 2009 Girls High School Sweep 

 
Girls Varsity 8 – To say that Philadelphia is 
the center of the universe for girls high 
school rowing would not be an 
understatement.  Last year 5 of the 6 
finalists in the Stotesbury Regatta were from 
the area (all of the medals).  Each of those 
schools will likely contend again this year in 
addition to a few more.  The PSRA gets 
tougher each year and is likely the reason 
the teams have such success on the national 
stage. 

 
Bishop Eustace won their 2nd consecutive 
Stotesbury title and will be looking to three 
peat.  They routinely field a very athletic 
group and were active in the fall picking up 
some good head racing experience.  The 
Mount managed 2nd last year with a very 
young crew.  They continued to pick up 
speed thru the Scholastic Nationals where 
they won the gold.  That very young crew is 
now a year older.  They picked up where the 
left off with a number of wins in the fall 
including the Head of the Schuylkill.  They 
should be in the medal hunt once again.  
Holy Spirit returned to the medal dock last 
year with  a bronze at Stotes and a silver at 
the SRA. They will be looking to improve 
on those finishes.  They have a big athletic 
team and were rowing a full slate of fall 
races to prepare.  Mainland is always near 
the top with athletic, well coached crews.  
Last year was no exception when they 
finished 5th in the Stotesbury. They went on 
the have a strong SRA regatta as well.  
Atlantic City showed steady improvement 
last year which culminated with a place in 
the Stotesbury final.  The girls will be 
looking to regain the programs past glories 
this year.  Radnor has been knocking on the 
door of the finals of the national races over 
the last 2 years.  With a steady stream of 
good freshman 8s this may be the year.  
Agnes Irwin has been very competitive since 
their switch to sweeps but not able to break 
into the top tier.  They appear to have some 
girls with plenty of horsepower but are there 
enough of them to field a top 8.  Merion 
Mercy has had good results as well but they 
have not been able to break thru at the top 
level.  This may be the year for them since 
they had very good results in the fall head 
races, second only to the Mount among the 
local schools.  Prendie will as usual put out 
scrappy crews that will compete well.  
Upper Merion, Ocean City, Oakcrest and 
Absegami all have the resources to make a 
run at the top teams and would be seen as 
strong contenders anywhere but the PSRA.  
 
Girls Lightweight 8 – Last year was the 
changing of the guard with Holy Spirit  
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ending the Mount’s 4 year streak of 
Stotesbury wins.  Spirit followed the Stotes 
with the SRA win by 0.8 seconds over the 
Mount.  These 2 crews will battle it out this 
year for both local and national honors.   It 
will be fun to watch.  The other local boats 
in this event tend to be pending the make up 
of their team in a given year.  Lower Merion 
is hoping to challenge along with Merion 
Mercy.  The last few years Camden Catholic 
has had good LW 8s.Radnor was in the hunt 
last year as well.  On the national level 
Winter Park will have a strong LW 8 and 
make an early season appearance at a Flick 
while on their northern training tour to 
Conshohocken. TC Williams and McLean 
will also be a contender on the bigger stage. 
 
Girls JV 8 – This is an event that is usually 
dominated by the programs with depth.  The 
Mount and Mainland come off medal 
performances in both the Stotesbury and the 
SRA with a very deep teams that has 
experienced big wins at each level.  Holy 
Spirit, Eustace and Ocean City  are also very 
deep and could make it to the top.  After the 
top tier look for Vineland, Merion Mercy 
Atlantic City, Irwin and Prendie to break 
into the top group.  
 
Girls Freshman 8 – The Mount, Spirit, 
Prendie and Mainland are usually major 
forces in this event and should be fast again 
this year.  However, the Radnor crew was 
the local power in the freshman 8 last year 
and look to have a strong group again.  From 
this group will probably come the medals at 
the Cities.  It is difficult to handicap the 
freshmen until the end of the Flick series.  
Again there are a number of programs that 
could do as Radnor did last year and 
produce a medalist.  Merion Mercy, Ocean 
City, Oakcrest, Absegami, Eustace, Camden 
Catholic are all capable of stepping up.  This 
is always a wide-open event. 
 
Girls 2nd 8 – This event is most difficult to 
handicap since the crews are generally 
choosing to contest this event or a four.  You 
will see teams not generally at the top in 
other events do well here in the big races.  

Expect the Mount to be at or near the top 
with a large Senior class in this event.  
Prendie, Spirit and Mainland will also push 
for the medals.  After this group it is a 
function of how the athletes in other 
programs are deployed. 
 
Girls Fours – Generally, the smaller 
programs will focus on the fours events and 
this year should be no exception.  Peddie has 
dominated in recent years and had a good 
fall to identify them as a leading contender. 
Ocean City, Lawrenceville, GA, Irwin, and 
Hun will all be challenging for the medals in 
the LW and Senior 4s.  Some of the other 
local schools that may muster a fast 4 would 
be Prendie, Lower Merion, Mount and 
Harriton.  
 
Overall Team Trophy – The Mount has 
won the points trophy easily the last 3 years.  
This year there may be more competition 
with deep and fast teams from Mainland, 
Holy Spirit, Eustace, Irwin and Merion 
Mercy possible contenders.  Last season 40+ 
teams were able to earn points for the 
trophy. 
 

***** 
Spring 2009 Boys High School Sweep 

 
Boys Varsity 8 – 2008 was the year of the 
Prep but there have been many changes 
since last year.  First of all the entire Prep 
V8 graduated.  There has also been a 
coaching change with Jim Glavin taking 
over for Bill Lamb.  To say things will be 
different is obvious.  The Prep will be an 
untested and somewhat undersized crew 
when they compete this spring.  However, I 
would not count them out. Holy Spirit came 
on strong last year at the end of the season 
with silver behind Winter Park at the SRA 
and they would have to be considered one of 
the favorites coming into the season.  St. 
Augustine broke into the Stotesbury medals 
last year and they also look to be a strong 
contender.  LaSalle experienced a 
resurgence last year and have gotten back to 
the finals in the big regattas.  They appear to 
have the potential to get to the medal dock  
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this year.  Mainland has continued to be 
among the top crews and this year they may 
find that extra speed to compete for the 
medals.  Chaminade always has a large 
squad that is very fast in the fall.  If they can 
carry that depth and speed to the late spring 
races they will be tough to beat.  Bonner has 
been a little down in numbers but they can 
surprise you with their scrappy crews.  
Bishop Eustace and Ocean City have the 
resources to challenge but have not been 
among the top crews in recent years.  
 
Boys Lightweight 8 – The Prep dominated 
this event last year but lost 7 of their boat to 
graduation and a few of their top lightweight 
athletes to the V8.  The competition for this 
event should be very tight.  Moorestown 
came out of nowhere last year to medal at 
the Stotesbury and they will be on a mission 
to prove that it was not a one and done 
situation.  Ocean City won the SRA and will 
certainly be a threat to succeed the Prep. 
LaSalle and St. Augustine both look to be 
medal contenders as well.  
 
Boys JV 8 – The Prep is defending 
champion in the JV 8 as well as all of the 8 
events.  In this case the JV is generally most 
of the prior year’s freshmen in the deeper 
programs.  There are no deeper programs 
than the Prep’s.  This would be one event 
where you might expect the Prep to be 
prepared to defend.  This can be a wide open 
event since some programs will load up the 
Junior 8 with non seniors when they feel 
they can get to the medal dock. Among the 
contenders based on their programs are 
LaSalle, Chaminade, Holy Spirit and 
Mainland.  Last year Bonner and Shipley 
took the route of using talented 
underclassmen to fight for a medal in the 
junior 8. 
 
Boys Freshman 8 – Since this is a new 
group of athletes each year it is impossible 
to predict.  However, based on recent history 
the Prep will be at or near the top along with 
LaSalle, Chaminade and St. Augustine.  
 

Boys 2nd 8 – The event is usually 
dominated by the larger programs with the 
depth to boat fast crews at every level.  As 
such the Prep will be in the hunt for a medal. 
Joining them will be Chaminade, LaSalle, 
and Holy Spirit.  Additionally, Mainland or 
Ocean City could be factors. 
 
Boys Fours – Generally, the smaller 
programs will focus on the fours events and 
this year should be no exception.  Episcopal 
is coming off a terrific year and will be 
looking to duplicate the medals in the SRA 
and Stotesbury.  Haverford will also be 
strong. Judge is a perennial power in the 4s 
and this year should see strong Judge results.  
Expect to see Bonner focus more on the 4s 
which may bring them into the top group. 
  
Overall Team Trophy – The Prep has won 
the points trophy easily for many years.  
This year there may be more competition 
with deep and fast teams from Chaminade, 
LaSalle, Mainland, Holy Spirit, Eustace and 
Ocean City as possible contenders. 
 

6th Wachlin Potato Party 
pix by John Krajewski 
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Al and Joan's annual party took place on 
Feb. 7 at the boathouse.  The turnout was 
large.  Two bands played – a Mummers 
band and a country band. 
 

 
The Mummers. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Fairmount Foto Fun 
  

SEND IN YOUR CAPTIONS! 
 

 
(by John Krajewski) 

 

Letter From the Editor 
    
I had neither enough time or enough 
material in early February, so you lucky 
readers get this colossal February/March 
Issue, jam packed with stuff.  Enjoy! 
 

Racing Results 
 
Main Line Slide 
Feb. 7, Villanova 
    
Master Men (30-39)  
1 Cunningham Luke EMB  6:16.8   
2 Quinn Andy Undine BC   6:20.0   
3 Frank Biller Vesper BC   6:22.4   
4 Perkins Brian Fairmount RA  6:36.0   
5 Hankee Jim Fairmount RA  7:04.8   
6 Boras Gregory Fairmount  7:05.2 
 
Senior Men (40-49)  
1 Preston John Passaic River  6:34.1   
2 Rowe Frank Undine BC   6:40.7   
3 Walker Frederik Whitemarsh BC 6:54.7   
4 Fitzpatrick John Fairmount RA  6:55.2   
5 Greenwood Tom Fairmount RA  7:07.0   
6 St. Clair Russ Unaffiliated  7:09.2   
7 McGuinn Steve University BC  7:10.7   
8 Dougherty Timothy Unaffiliated  7:22.6   


